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1 HE reader has seen, in the Appendix, No. I, to 
the General Introduction in the first volume, 
some account of a work written in the beginning 
of the 12th century by Petrus Alph(Misus, to 
whom the French minstrels, the early Italian no-» 
velists, and the author of Gesta Romanorum, were 
indebted for a variety of stories translated by hira 
from the Arabic, and perhaps originally furnished 
to the Arabians themselves by some of their 
eastern neighbours. Another work which our 
ancestors unquestionably borrowed from the East, 
and which, passing in succession through almost 
all the languages of Asia and Europe, preserved, 
under every change, the same degree of popularity 
which it had acquired in its native idiom, is the 
collection of fables vulgarly attributed to Pilpay or 
3idj>ai. These indeed, as for as I kno^, wer^ 
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jiever translated in their original state by our Engr 
lish minstrels : but there is a third work, equally 
pf oriental .origin, and pf npt Jess, celebrity thai^ 
either of the foregoing, which ha3 furnished us 
with an English metrical romance, named in the 
Cotton. MS. '' The Proces of the Sevyn Sages," 
ox, to use th^ more familiar anc} popular title of the 
prose translation, '' The Seven Wise Masters j" and 
it may be reasonably expected that the analysis of 
this romance should be preceded by a history of 
the different forms under which it has b^en sue- 
cessively exhibited. 

This, however, is a matter of extreme intricacy^ 
and which has never-been completely investigated 
excepting by Mr. Douce, who, by pursuing the 
hints thrown out by Mr. Tyrwhitt, Mr. Warton, 
&c., has traced a great part of the materials em- 
ployed by our early fabulists to their remotest 
sources, and to whose notes I have been obliged 
for all the information which I can yenture to offer 
on this obscure and difficult subject. 

There is good reason to believe that the proto- 
tjrpe of this romance was " The Book of the Seven 
Counsellors, or Parables of Sendebar or Sanda- 
BAR,** an Indian philosopher, who is stated by Ismaei 
Sciah-hinsciah, an Arabian compiler of a chro- 
nicle from Adam to the year of the Hegira 48? 
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( A. D. 1094), to have lived about 100 years before 
the Christian sra**. He is sometimes called chief of 
the sages oflneWa. These parables have been printed 
in Hebrew only, ilnder the title of Mischle Sanda-^ 
lar, first at Constantinople 1 517, and afterwards 
at Venice 1544 and l608> at the end of another 
Hebrew work, entitled Divre Hajamim Schel 
Moschei i. e. " The Words of the Days of Mosesf ." 
There is, a MS; of them in the British Museumi 
among the Harleian MSS. No. 5449y written in a 
Yery bad hand. It has an anonymous Latin note^ 
the substance of which is, that it had been translated 
out of the Indian language into Persian and Ara- 
bici and froni thence into HebreWi by Rabbi 
Joel. The Latin title is " Historia de Rege etFiliia 
ejus ex Orient. India, Notnen ejus fuit Biebar.** 
The word in Italics is written in a different hand/ 
as b also the following note at the bottom of the 
page : *' Historida de Biebar Rege Indorum Ori« 
entalium et Filiis ejus." At the end of the MS.^ 
which consists of 56 leaves in small quarto^ on a 
flying leaf^ the contents of the work are again de- 

♦ Assemanni Catal. Cod. MS. Orient. Biblioth. Medic. 
Laurent, et Palat. p. 141. 

t Groddeck Descr. Rabbmic. apud Placcii Theatmm 
anonym, et pieudonym. Hamburg! 1708. p. 688; cC 
Wolfii BibL Hebraic, i. 9Si. 
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scribed in theae words r " In hac scilicet Historiol^ 
sen Fabulii agitur de calliditate foeminarum, et 
quomodo earnm prudenti^ filius regis Indiae nomine* 
Baiber a morte sit liberatus. Sandabar iste erat 
princeps sapientum Brachraanorum Indiae^ et mag- 
nam habet partem in toti hac historic. In fine 
Kbri dicitur Sandabar obiisse annos natus 130." 
The word earum is evidently a mistake, and per- 
haps copied from Wolfius, who (Bibl. Hebr. 
i. 93 1) gives a similar description of the work;- 
whilst Groddeckj who has also given an account of 
it^ seems to ascribe the wisdom and pmdi&nce ta 
Sandabar. 

As we have no rational gronnd for hoping that 
^e Indian original^ if it ever existed^ will again 
be brought to Irght^ it is much to be wished that 
we could obtain a literal version of this antient 
copy, which iB likely to be of littie interest to the 
Hebrew scholar, but would be very valuable to 
Uie literary antiquary, and perhaps not unamusing 
to the general reader. Indeed it seems to be 
owing- to a sort of fetality that we do not already 
possess such a translation, because it appears, by 
the Latin documents accompanying the Harleian 
MS. already mentioned, that Gilbert Gaulmin,, 
professor of the Hebrew language at Paris, actually 
completed the work, which he ilkistrated w'liht 
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iiotes> and intended for publication^ bat never 
Hdfilled his intention. After his deaths the learned 
Groddeck^ professor of oriental languages at Leip- 
sig^ entered into the same engagement. It is also 
supposed that a Latin version bv Wagenseil exists in 
MS. in the Senatorial library at Leipsig*; be- 
sides which^ James Bonaventura Hepburn^ a 
Scotchman of the order of Minims^ a great traveller 
and learned Hebraist, and overseer of the oriental 
books in the Vatican, is said to have translated 
into Latin the Parables of Sandabar with the Gests 
of the Seven Wise Men f . In the mean time, the 
reader will have perceived that the foregoing docu- 
ments are not even sufficient to explain to us 
whether Sandabnr was the author of the book to 
which he has given his name, or only the essential 
character in the piece. Neither do we know any 
thing satisfactory concerning Rabbi Joel, nor even 
the time in which he lived, though there are rea- 
sons for supposing that he must have written as 
early as the middle of the 14th century. 

After the Hebrew version of the Parables, the 
next in point of antiquity Which occurs is in the 
Greek language, and known to the learned under 

• Wolfii Bibl. Hebr. i. 93U 
f Demster Hist. Eccles. Gent. Scot. p. 364^ and Mac- 
Icenzie's Scotish Writers iii. 516. 
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the name of Syntipas. Of this many MSS. are 
extant^ but it is not easy to ascertain from what 
original it was immediately borrowed. A MSw 
cited by Dn Cange professes to be translated from 
tlie Sy riac * ) as does a second knperfeet one pro- 
cured by the celebrated Busbequius from Constant 
tinople^ and now in the Imperial library at Vi- 
enna f y and a thirds said to exist at Moscow^ and 
to have been written before tlie 14th century. On 
the other hand^ a copy in the British Museum 
professes to have been translated from the Persic 
so late as 166/ f . Monsieur Dacier has written 
an express dissertation on the Syntipas^ of which 
he found a MS. of the l6ih century, written on 
paper, in the French National Library, No. 29 12. 
This pretends to be a liter^ version from the 
Syriac. It has an argument by tlie translator, fol- 
lowed by a slx)rt advertisement, stating that the 
same history had been written in Persic by one 
Musufr or MoseSr The outline of the story, as^ 
given by M. Dacier, ie as fbllows^^ 

Cyrus has seven wives, but no children. At 
length, after putting up prayers to Heaven, he ha» 

* Dufresne Gtoss. med. et infim. Grxc. Ind. Auctor. p. 73^- 

f Ness. CataL Bibl Cxs. Vindob. par. v. t71. 

I Harl. MSS^ No. 5560. 
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a 8(Mi who is placed in the hands of a tutor : bill 
the young prince^ after a period of three years de« 
riving no benefit from his instructions^ is com^ 
mitted to the charge of tlie philosopher Syntipaa^ 
who engages to complete his education^ and return 
him to his parents at the end of six months and as 
many days. He is conducted to a house on the 
tv^alls of which his master had caused the planetS/ 
the history of the worlds &c.^ to be painted for hia 
instruction^ and here becomes^ within the stipu*^* 
lated time^ so accomplished as to surpass his tu-> 
tor*s expectations. Syntipas> before he decides on 
reconducting the prince to his father^ consults the 
stars concerning his destiny^ and finds that his life 
will be in great jeopardy imless he can jjreservey 
during seven day s^ a strict silence ^ which the 
prince undertakes to do. Syntipas resolves to cou" 
ceal himself in the mean time^ in order to avoid the 
natural resentment of the king on finding his son 
inute^ Gyrus is, in fact, greatly enraged j and, 
being persuaded by his courtiers that Syntipas ha9 
given his son some medicine which has deprived 
him of speech, searches in vain for the philosopher^ 
At length one of the king's wives undertakes to 
discover the cause of the prince's silence, and, in a 
private interview with him, attempts to seduce 
bim to her embraces, offering to place him on the 
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throne by putting his father to deaths on condition 
of his taking her to his bed. The prince^ struck 
with horror at this atrocious proposal> and unable 
to preserve silence^ replies^ '' Know, wicked woman^ 
that I am for the present prohibited from answering 
you J but, at the end of seven daysn— ** and then 
becomes mute as before. The disappointed wo- 
man in revenge accuses him of having attempted 
her chastity, and he is condemned to die. The 
king, however, has seven philosophers, who, sus^ 
pecting the falsehood of the charge, engage to em- 
ploy a day each in endeavouring to dissuade the 
king from executing the sentence. This leads, of 
course, to the stories, each philosopher relating 
two, and the princess replying with as many. The 
seventh day at last arrives, and the prince, break- 
ing silence, relates the cause of it, and exposes 
the wickedness of his accuser. Cyrus now pro- 
pounds as a question to the philosophers. Whether, 
if he had put his son to deaths the prince, or the 
lady, or himself, would have been guilty of a 
crime ? He is not satisfied with their opinion, and 
the question is at last resolved by the prince him- 
self, in an apologue, to which he adds two other 
• whimsical stories, of which, says M. Dacier, it is 
difficult to comprehend the moral. The lady is 
then ordered into court 5 and having confessed her 
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guilty the king inquires of the philosophers what 
panishment she deserves. Very cruel tortures are 
proposed. She relates a story to prove that it it 
better to survive, even in a mutilated state, tbad 
to die. The prince then suggests^ as a punish-' 
ment better suited to the odence> that she should 
have her head shaved, and be publicly led through 
the city on an ass) and this sentence is immediately 
carried into execution. Cyrus, enchanted with 
his son's wisdom, demands of Syntipas how it 
happened that he had acquired so.nKich knowledge 
in so short a time. He ascribes it to the influence 
of the star under which he was bom, and tells a 
story to show that all education is useless where 21 
malignant planet has presided at the child's nativity^ 
This is the last stpry j and is followed by many 
moral questions put by the king to his son, wha 
resolves them. 

The next appearance of the Parables was in 
Latin. This is said to have been written by Jean 
de Haufeselve, or Altavilla, in Lorraine. Whether 
any copy of it be now existing is a matter of great 
tmcertainty. Even its title is unknown ; nor should 
we perhaps have ever heard of it, but for it» 
translation into French verse, when it assumed 
the strange denomination of Doi^patosv 
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This singular work was first brought to light by 
Fauchet^ who, in his account of tlie early French 
poets, ascribes k to one H«bcrs or Herbers, an ec- 
clesiastic, whom he rightly supposes to have 
lived under the reign of Louis VIIL, who died in 
1226*. M. Dacier says that Hebers* translation is 
only known from fragments* in Fauchet, and in 
Du Verdier, who copies Fauchet, and m a col- 
lection called " Le Conservateur" for Jan. 176o> 
the latter of which had been supplied from a MS^ 
in the Sorbonne, which has since been sought for 
in vainf . He does not appear to have seen any 
MS. of it 'y for which reason it may be of use to 
point out one which has lately, at the request of 
Mr. Douce^ been inspected by his friend the 
Abbe de la Kuey a gentleman well known to the 
English reader by his valuable essays on the early 
French poets, in the 12tli, 13th and 14th volumes 
of the Archaeologia. This MS. is in the National 
Library at Paris, is numbered JdZb, and was 
written in the 13 th century. It contains about 
9000 verses. At the beginning are these lines^ 

Un blanc moine de bele vie^ 
De Halteselve I'Abeie, 

• QSuvres de Fauchet, fo. 560» verso, edit. 1610, 4to^ 
f Menu de TA^ad. des loser, xii. p. 551. 



THE SEVEN WISE MASTERS, |3 

A ceste histoire npvelee j 
Par bel Latin 1' a ordenee, 
Herbers le vek efn romans traire. 

Si com Dans Jehans nous devise, 
Qui en Latin Tistoire mist, 
Et Herbers qui le romans fist : 
Del Latin en romans le traist, 
Ce fu il tens que la flors naist. 

The history takes place under the reign of Au- 
gustus Caesar. Dolospatos king of Sicily is the 
father of the young prince, who is called Luciuien. 
Virgil is his tutor. 

Au tens qu' Augustus tenoit Ronie, 
Qui sires fu de tant prodome, 
Fu nes un rois, molt noble horn. 
Qui Dolospatos avoit nom. 
Sages hom ert, et de grant los j 
Por ce, ot mm Dolopatos. 

Although several of the stories in this work ar^ 
extremely licentious^ Hebers has not scrupled to 
commit it to the care of a dignified ecclesiastic. 

Hebers define ici son livre j 
A Fevesque de M ea^x le livre, 
Qui Diex doint honor en sa vie *, 

* CEuvrcs de Fauchet, fb. 561. 
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It has already been observed that it is not certain 
whether any copy of Hauteselve's Latm work be 
now remaining. There is indeed a book entitled 
♦* Historia Calumnia Nov er calls quae Sep tern Sa- 
pientum inscribitnr (sive Historia Heracliti, autore 
D. Joanne Monacho Abbatiae vulgo dictae Hau- 
teselve seu Hauteseille)," printed at Antwerp by 
Gerard Lean, 149O, quarto. On this title, which 
is copied fronoi the catalogue of the printed books 
in the king of France's library, vol. ii. p. 4. 
M.Dacier remarks, that the words in the parenthesis 
are not in the book itself; and that the editor, in 
a short preface, declares the title to be of his own 
invention, and that he has assumed the liberty of 
changing the names of the characters and correct- 
ing the style. The book is extremely rare 3 but 
Mr. Douce w^as convinced by a fragment of it 
which he inspected, that it was not Hauteselve's 
work, but substantially a different Latin history of 
the Seven Wise Men, which will be jnentioned 
presently, newly written and arrange4. 

The next work to be noticed is one of which no 
account whatever has hitherto been given, though 
it will be found to merit some attention. It is a 
MS. of the 13th century in the French National 
Library, numbered 7595, in French verse, but by 
^ anonymous author. There is no inentiop ii^ 

4 
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any part of it either of Hauteselve or of Herbera, 
and its bulk is not equal to more than one third of 
the Dolopatos. The emperor is Vespasian son of 
Mathusalem^ and the wise men are Bacillas, Len-^ 
tulus^ Cato^ Malquidas, Jesse^ Damnas^ and 
Birons. Mr. Douce believes, with great ap- 
pearance of probability, that this work was the 
immediate original which gave rise to the many 
subsequent imitations in French prose, and d 
which our English metrical romance is a transla- 
tion. 

This poem, in lines of eight syllables, is to be 
found entire in the MSS. of tlie Cotton library 
(Galba. E. p.), where it is entitled '' The Proces 
of the Sevyn Sages." Mr. Douce had conjectured 
that it was composed about the end of the 14th 
century ; but there is in the Auchinleck MS. a 
large fragment of it, consisting of 2630 lines ; and 
as its composition must have preceded the tran- 
scription, and the age of the MS. itself has been 
ascertained with some accuracy, we cannot assign 
to the poem a later date than 1330. 

Soon after the invention of printing, the Latin 
'' Historia Septem Sapientum " appeared in Ger- 
many, and there were many editions of it without 
date, place, or printer's name. The earliest, per- 
haps, which occurs with a date, was printed a^ 
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Cologne by John Hoelhoff, in 14(^0, quarto, with 
cuts. Translations of it soon appeared in the 
German, Dutch, Italian, French, Spanish, and 
English languages. This is our " Seven Wise 
Masters,** so truly delectable, till lately, to every 
school-hay, the first edition of which was printed 
by W. Copland, without date, but between 1548 
and 1567. It was also translated into Scotish 
metre by John Holland, in Dalkeith, ^' at the re- 
quest of his Jnt Cait (Aunt Kate) in Tanstelloun 
Castle, during the siege of Leith, 156o,** and 
printed at Edinburgh in \5JQ, \5Q2, and 1631, 
octavo. 

The last European imitation of the Book of the 
Seven Counsellors to be mentioned, belongs to the 
Italians^ and was., first printed at Mantua, ] 546, 
duodecimo, under the title of "' Erastb, doppo 
molti secoli ritomato al fine in luce^ e con somma 
diligenza dal Greco fedelmente tradotto in Ita- 
liano.** This was soon translated into French^ 
8i)d with the title of *' Histoire pitoyable du Prince 
Erastus, Fils de Diocletien, nouvellement traduite 
de ritalien en Francois,** printed at Lyons by Ga- 
briel Golier, 1565, octavo. Francis Kirkman, well 
known by his numerous translations of romances 
into English, printed, in 1^74, octavo, aversion of 
U un^ier the title of *' History of Prince Erastus, 
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son to the emperor Diocletian^ and those famous 
philosophers called The Seven Wise Masters of 
Rome." He translated from the French Erastus, 
and says that he had compared it with the Italian 
original^ and added all that had been written in 
English^ meaning The Seven Wise Masters y but 
his assertion is not strictly true j as he has omitted 
two or three stories which are contauied in the 
latter work* He tells us^ in his preface^ that the 
book of The Seven Wise Masters is in such esti- 
mation in Ireland, that it was always put into the 
hands oi young children immediately after the 
horn-book. In ]684> another edition of Erastus 
was published by some person who has made use 
of Kirkman*s work. This last is^ however^ a 
wretched abridgment. . . 

Jt may be worth while' to mention that the 
Italian writer of Erasto^ if he really did consult a 
MS. of the Greek Syntipas^ has taken so many 
liberties with it that his work by no means deserves 
the name of a translation. His introduction is 
considerably more diffuse than the Gre^k, and 
has many new incidents. The prince is committed 
to the care of seven philosophers^ and not to one 
tutor. The name of Erastus, as well as those of 
the wise men, is apparently invented for the sole 
purpose of colouring the assertion m the title an4 
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preface. The stories araouut only to half the? 
ttumber of those in the Syntipas, in which circum- 
stance it agrees with the Latin Historia Septem 
Sapientum^ and from this it is most probably 
imitated. 

We have thus traced our original. The Parable* 
tyf Sandabar, through all its transmigrations in the 
European languages ; but, if the reader's patience 
be not quite exhausted, it will now be proper to 
Fetum upon our steps, for the purpose of noticing 
some circumstances which have tended not a little 
to embarrass and mislead the researches of many 
even diligent inquirers into the subject. 

Towards the close of the 15th century, there 
issued from the press of some unknown German 
printer a singularly curious book, intitled '* Direc- 
torium Humanse Vitse j alias, Parabole Antiquorum 
Sapientum," the prologue to which informs us 
that it was called *' Liber Belile ei Dimne j" that 
It originally appeared in the Indian langiiage, and 
was successively translated into Persian, Arabic, 
Hebrew, and lastly into Latin. The Latin trans^ 
lator was John, of Capua, who Kved about 1260| 
and although he has not expressly mentioned from 
what language he translated, there is internal 
evidence to warrant the presumption that he used 
« Hebrew copy. lii tb» w<M:k Sofndahar is named 
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as the Indiftn phitoBOph^^ who composed it at the 
instance of a king of India $ a&d RMi Joel is 
generally regarded as the author of the Hebrew 
versioo^ from whidi the Latiti is supposed to have 
been taken. This odd coitiddence would naturailj 
lead to a supposition that the ** Directorium" was 
taken from the '' Mischie Sandabar;** jet it is in 
fact nothing more than an altered translation of a 
work long sinc^ known to the learned by the name 
of CaiUak u Damnah, and to the woiid Inge* 
neral by the title of Fdp^s Fables, the Indiaki 
original of which is the Heeiopades of Veeshnoo 
Sarma. 

It is not easy t6 ascertain by what meatts the 
name of Sandabar made Its way into the Latin 
'' Directorium.** It certainly is not in the Heeto- 
pades, where the name of the sage who relates 
the stones is Veeshnoo Sarma ^ ncdthei: is it fitidi 
the other Oriental versions of the same work, be* 
cause in die Persian and Turkish copies the 
philosoj^er is called fiidpay; and in the Arabic^ 
or at least in the Gnsek version from the Arable^ 
made by Simeon Seth, and printed, with a Latin 
translation^ by Starkins in 1697, he is not named 
at all. Neither does there seem to be any positive 
authority for ascribing a Hebrew translation of 
this work to Rabbi Joel, excepting that of Doni^ 

g2 
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the reputed author of an Italian version, or rather 
imitation of the Directonum, who seems to have 
first introduced the name of Joel, inferring, per- 
haps, that he must have translated this work, as 
well as the Mischle, as being also composed by 
Sandabar. 

Another source of confusion and perplexity arisea 
from the perverse disposition of all the translators 
or imitators of the " Book of tlie Seven Counsel- 
lors*' to alter and disfigjire, though perhaps with 
the hope of improving-i their inmiediate original. 
The several copies therefore are so much unlike, 
that only one story in the modern Erastus agrees 
with the Greek Syntipas, and this is also to be 
found in the Calilah u Damnah. (SeeTyrwhitt, vol. 
ii. p. 492. 4to. edit.) Some stories in the Dolopatos 
are common to the Fables of Alfonsus, who, on 
the other hand, has one tale which is also in the 
Sjmtipas. It is not, therefore, a mere similarity 
in some of the materials which will enable us to 
trace the successive imitations of the Oriental fa- 
bulists to their original prototype 5 we are forced 
to examine the general design and outline of the 
work 5 and after having done so, it will but too 
frequently happen that the patient labour of the 
antiquary is productive of little amusement to the 
reader. 
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It only remains to be stated, that the following 
abstract is generally taken from the fragment in 
the Auchinleck MS., as being the most ancient 
copy now known to exist, and that the conclusion 
has been made up from the MS. in the Cotton 
library already mentioned. Hie latter is certainly 
more modem, by at least half a century, than 
the Auchinleck fragment^ and is written in the 
Scotish dialect. . 
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iJiocLETiAN^ emperor of Rome, bad a son named 
Florentin, who, after the death of his mother, en- 
grossed his father's whole affection. For the pur- 
pose of giving a suitable education to this darling 
son, the emperor convened all the wisest and 
most learned men m the empire, from whom he 
selected seven masters, each of whom was direct- 
ed to instruct the youth in one of the seven liberal 
arts. The sages accepted the honourable task with 
gratitude -, and having first retired with their pupil 
to the Consistory, which, says our author, was 
a place in Rome where '' men makes wisdom," 
they decided that it would be necessary to remove 
the youth from the enticements of the metropolis^ 
and to erect a building, for the better prosecution 
of his studies, at some distance from the city. 
The spot selected for the purpose was a spacious 
Verger (orchard) on the banks of the Tiber, 
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already planted with all sorts of fruit-trees. In 
its centre tbej built an edifice^ consisting of seven 
chambers^ encompassing a vast square hall> on 
the walls of which were painted the three parts of 
Donet% and the seven arts, viz., grammar, 
music, astronomy, geon^tiy, arithmetic, Jkheto- 
ric, and physic. Here the young man, occupied 
only with his studies, and constantly transferred 
from one master to another, made a most rapid 
progress. In the fourth year of his education he 
began to dispute on logical questions j in the fifth 
year he was able '' to argument of the stars and of 
the firmament;** and before the end of the sixth 
year he evinced a degree of acuteness which. 
Dot without reason, was considered by the wise 
men as truly miraculous. 

With a view to ascertain the degree of his ad^ 
^rancement in general science^ they one night se^ 
-cietly placed under eadi of the four posts of his 
bed, four ivy-leaves, and, having performed the 
^experiment, retired without wakening him. . In 
the rooming, when they attended him as usual, , 
he no sooner opened his eyes than be began to sur- ' 
vey the whole room with evident signs of astonish- 
ment, and on their inquiring into the cause of 
his surprise, 

* The worlo of Donatus the gramnurian. 
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Par fay!" he said, '^ 2Lferli* cas ! 

Other f ich am of wine drunk, 
^' Other the firmament is sunk, 
** Other wexen % is the ground, 
*' The thickness of four leaves round ! 
'* So much, to-night, higher I lay, 
'* Certes, than yesterday." 

The reader will readily believe that before the 
expiration of his seven years* study, this prodigy 
of attention had acquired all the science of his 
Seven Wise Masters. 

Diocletian, perfectly happy in such a son, had 
hitherto borne without repining the solitude of 
widowhood 3 but his counsellors now urged him 
to marry again, and proposed to him a young prin<- 
t;ess of such exquisite beauty that the old monarch 
i)ecame violently enamoured of her, and soon ap*- 
peared to forget, in her company, every other ob- 
ject oi his affection. So completely were the per- 
"fections of Florentin obliterated from his memory, 
that he did not even mention his niame to the em- 
-press : but as every other tongue was employed in 
his praise, she naturally became anxious to behold 
this paragon, and had no difficulty in persuading 
the emperor to summon him to court, 

* wonderfuL f either. \ or grown is the earth. 
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The Seven Masters were '* disputing in their 
Latin" with their young pupil when they received 
the visit of the nobles appointed to signify tlie 
emperor's intention, and to attend the young 
prince during his solemn entry into Rome : and 
as the preparations for such a ceremony could not 
be suddenly completed, the imperial messengens 
were detained to dinner, and amused by the tales 
of minstrels 5 after which the Seven Wise 
Men prepared to consult the stars, as a necessary 
preliminary to the ]mp<x*tant expedition of the 
following day. Caton, the most expert of the 
seven, took a very deliberate survey of the moon, 
^md discovered, from some untoward appearancds 
on the face of that planet, that the first moment 
when the young prince, after his arrival at court, 
should open, his lips, would prove fatal to him, 
and, very possibly, to all his instructors. This 
-dreadful prophecy filled the whole company with 
consternation ; but though Caton could not bfe 
suspected c^ ^Isifying or misunderstanding the 
moon*s testimony, Florentin chose to examine the 
heavens in his turn 5 and having critically ob- 
served the aspect of a star almost in contact with 
the moon's limb, predicted fi'om it, that if he 
could preserve his life during seven days, and pa^ 
•that time without speaking, the danger which 
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menaced him would be passed, and he might ex- 
pect many years of security and happiness. 
• This second, prediction having been duly ex- 
amined^ and found conformable to all the rules of 
a^trology^ the Seven Wise Masters took comfort j 
and as their pupil observed to them that it would 
be most extraordinary if each of them were not 
able to save his life during a single day^ they pre- 
pared to encounter the approaching danger with 
serenity ; returned to their guests 3 and next day 
«ccomp«inied them to court, where Floreniin was 
received by his father with every mark of affec- 
tion. Diocletian, drowned in tears of joy, was 
himself unable to speak, and consequently did not 
remark the silence of the youth, who expressed 
also by his tears and embraces the sincerity of his 
£lial duty; besides which, their interview was 
only momentary, as tlie empress, on hearing of 
Florentines arrival, imnoediately requested his at<* 
tendance in her own apartment 

Of the mental perfections of her son in law she 
had heard so much that her curiosity was com- 
pletely satisfied, but of his person she knew no- 
thing 3 and this produced, at first sight, so deep an 
impression on her mind, that not being in the habit 
of curbing her passions, she immediately ordered 
her attendants out of the room^ and proceeded 
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Without reserve to communicate to the astonished 
Florentin the feelings which he had awakened^ and 
the fecilities which her iparriage with his father 
might afford for their grati^cation. Her eloquence 
on this topic was so rapid and abundant that it was 
long before she gave the prince an opportunity of 
making any reply^ but at length she naturally be- 
gan to expect an answer^ and was not a little 
astonished at his invincible silence* She flattered 
herself wilh the hope that this might arise from 
mere bashfulness and timidity^ and proceeded to 
try ev&ry mode of encouragement ; but her siient 
companion recoiled from her touch widi such signs 
of horror that she could not long doubt of his 
contempt and aversion* 

Then the empress wex wroth ; 

She tare her hair and her cloth. 

Her kirtela her pilche of erminej 

Her kercheifs of silk^ her smock of line^ 

All together^ with both fist^ 

She to-rent beneathen her breast 

With both honden her yellow hair 

Out of the tresses she it tare -, 

And she to-scratched her visage. 

And gradde* 'f harow** with great rage. 

• crifd. 

3 
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In hall was the emperour. 
*' Who hath thee done this dishonour ?" 
*' Bot * this devil that here is ? 
'' Had me *near y-honisht f i-wis ! " 

She then proceeded to state that the marks of 
violence about her person were the effects of his 
brutal rage, and loudly demanded the instant death 
of the ravisher. 

As the youth and beauty of the empress gave 
some degree of probability to this horrible accusa- 
tion, and the supposed culprit continued obstinately 
silent^ the indignant emperor immediately gave 
orders that his unnatural son should be stripped 
and scourged, and afterwards hanged : but no 
sooner were these orders made public, than the 
lords who were then in the palace interposed to 
prevent their execution, and obtained from the re- 
luctant Diocletian a promise, that the heir of the 
empire should be exempted from this ignominious 
punishment until he should have been tried before 
an assembly of the nobles. The court was there- 
fore summoiied for the succeeding day ; and the 
prince, in the mean time, wa^ ordered into close 
confinement. 

This delay was by no means pleasing to the 
empress. The dumb man might change his 
* who but ? 'I* brought to shame, Fr. 
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mind and speak in his turn 5 and bis asseverations 
were more likely than her own to be credited by 
bis jadges^ amongst whom his rank and his virtues 
bad procured him many partisans. It would save 
ber much trouble if she could persuade the em- 
peror to act from himself > and for this purpose^ 
when he came to bed at nighty she told him the 
story of 

^^ THE PTNNOTE-TREE AND ITS IMP." 

There was once at Rome a burgess^ who^ hav- 
ing enriched himself by traffic^ purchased a hand- 

* 

some bouse with a fair garden adjoining. 

Full of apple-trees and of perry, . 

Fowles sung therin merry. 

Amidelward* that garden free. 

So wox a pinnote f tree. 

That had faire boughs and fruit, 

There-under was all bis dedtut {. 

He made there-under a green bench. 

And drank there-under many a skench^. 

Certes, therein was all his playing. 

In time of solace and his resting. 

* in tlie middle of. 
• f ** the name of a red-stocked and round-leafed vine." 
Cotgrave. 

\ pleasure. § draught. 
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As the whole sphere cf the burgess** observa-' 
tion was confined within this single arbour^ htf 
could no^ fail of discovering a small imp (sucker) 
which was at length put out from the root. He 
watched this imp witli daily attention *, but as its 
growth was much slower than he wished^ he 
called his gardener and inquired why the imp did 
not grow faster ? The man replied, that being over- 
shadowed by a large branch of the parent tree, it 
did not obtain its due share of light and moismre* 
The burgess now ordered the branch to be cut 
awayj and the sucker having rapidly increased 
after this experiment, a second and a third branch 
which interfered with its progress Were duccedsively 
sacrificed to it, until its luxuriance and the abun- 
dance of its foliage formed a striking contrast to 
the naked and unsightly appearance of its once 
flourishing parent. At length the burgess became 
disgusted with his original favourite, and caused 
it to be cut down, lest the small quantity of nou- 
rishment which it still continued to derive from 
the soil should in future impoverish its rival. 
" Such, sir,** said the empress " will shortly be 
your fate. You are the old tree, and Florentin is 
the imp, which, long fostered under your shade, 
now grows with luxuriance, and only wants room 
for more expansion. He has once set you at de- 
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fiance^ and lives to glorj in his crime. Vengeance, 
perhaps^ is still in your power, but if de£*rred, 
the means of in^ting it will be lost, and you will 
be dioved from the throne to make room &h: the 
more powerful Florentia.** Diocletian loved a 
story to his heart ^ and though, during its recital, 
incapable of discerning its application, was mar- 
vellously struck when this ^plication was ex- 
plained to him. He had been long accustomed to 
leign, and was fit for little else ; so that being now 
induced to consider his sen as a rival, he deter- 
mined most firmly to order his immediate death y 
and flattered himself that the justice of the action 
would be applauded by all wbo should hear tlie 
story of the Pinnote-tree and of it^ Imp. 

The hall was already filled with barons and with 
persons of all ranks, when the emperor took his 
seat, and repeated his orders of the preceding day. 
The prince was taken out of prison, led naked 
through the hall, and conveyed towards tlie place 
of execution amidst the universal naurmurs <of 
the senate and people .} but the youth himself con- 
tinued obstmately silent, and no one appeared to 
plead his cause, till the philosopher Bancillas^ 
making his way through the assembly, and ap»- 
proaching the throne, began to remonstrate with 
the emperor on his injustice and cruelty. Diocle- 
tian was at this time very much oujt of Jxumpur, 
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and answered the polite salutation of the Wis^ 
Master *^ Deu vous doint bonjour** by imprecating 
all sorts of curses on his head and on those of his 
six companions, who, being selected to educate 
the heir of the empire, had taken from him the 
use of his tongue, and bestowed on him in return 
a most ungovernable propensity to rape and incest. 
Bancillas, in reply, asserted Florentin*s innocence j 
earnestly conjured the emperor to disbelieve the 
testimony of a step-mother, and finally assured 
him, that should he sacrifice his son he would be 
tortured by unavailing remorse, as was the knight 
for the loss of his good grey-hound. At these 
words the emperor eagerly requested to hear the 
story 5 but the stubborn philosopher refused ta 
relate one word until he should have obtained 
a day's respite for the prince, which being re- 
luctantly granted, he proceeded with his narra* 
live- 

THE KNIGHT AND HIS GREY-HOUND. 

Sire, there was formerly celebrated in this 
city, on the day of the holy Trinity, a magnifi- 
cent tournament 5 and the lists, which attracted 
from all quarters a crowd of noble competitors, 
were erected in a pleasant and spacious meadow at 
no great distance. In this meadow the knight, 
l^hose adventure I am about to relate, had aa 
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old manor-hoiisej surrounded on all sides by a 
riveri 

Of chambers^ and of high hall^ 
Of old work, foTf erased * all. 

He had also a beautiful wife -, an in&nt child 
whom he idolized 5 and a grey-hound whose sagacity 
and courage were unparalleled. The child was at<- 
tended by three nurses, the first of whom was 
employed to suckle him, whilst the other two 
were ordered to relieve each other in watching 
him, whether sleeping or waking, with constant 
assiduity. 

On the occasion of this tournament. 

The knight was lopeii on his steed. 

And armed well in iron weed; 

The shield about his neck, the spear in his hond. 

And hurdisedf with the knightes of the lond. 

The lady took her place among the beauties who 
were invited to behold the feats of arms; and as 
the manor-house was so near as to afford a tole- 
rable view of the amusement, all the servants, and 

• cracked, crazy, 
f played or justed with. 
VOL. III. D 
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efven the three nurses were eager to gratify theiif 
curiosity^ and the child was left in its cradle, 
close to the wall of the house, which, as we have 
seen, was cracked through in many pdaces. 

In one of these crevices was lodged a huge ad- 
der, which being disturbed by the unusual shouts 
of the servants, excited by the various exploits^^at 
the tournament, put out its head, and at length 
cieeping from its bole advanced towards the 
cradle. 

The grey-hound seeth the adder red, 
Grislich, rough, strong, and qued * 5 
Anon he gan her assail. 
And hentf her in his mouth sans fail. 
The adder so the grey-hound stang. 
And he feeled the bite so Strang, 
Anon he let the adder gon : 
Upon the cradle she flew anon. 
And was about the child to sting. 
And the grey-hound came yemjlinging ^, 
And bent the adder in stroi^ gear § , 
And flapped her all about his ear. 
Between tne adder and the grey-hound. 
The cradle turned up so down on ground. 

* wicked. f caught. ^ quickly bounding. 

§ nuimec. 
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Vpsodown^ in her fighting. 
That the child lay dwelling. 
The staples it upheld all quert *, 
That the child was nought y-hurt. 
The adder so the grey-hound hot 
By the side, God it wot^ 
He cried^ and on the cradle leap. 
And bled thereon a well great heap .* 
And when the smart was all y-gone. 
To that adder he sterte anon, 
And by the body he her hent. 
And all to pieces her to-rent. 
The grey-hound would not c^sed be. 
Tell that adder were torn of three f 5 
And all the place there about 
Was well bloody withouten doubt. 

• 

The tournament being over> the spectators be- 
gan to retire, and the nurses hastened to resume 
their charge ^ but they beheld the cradle over- 
turned and covered with blood, and the grey- 
hound bleeding, and whining fi-om the pain of hia 
wounds. Without examining any further, they 
concluded that the dog was guilty^ and rushing 
out of the house ran to meet their mistress, to 

* tout court ? — Fr. 
f into three parts, i. e. all to pieces. 

D 2 
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whom they impudently protested^ that tlie grey-* 
hound, in a fit of sudden ferocity, had, in spite 
of all their efforts, torn to pieces the charming 
infant. 

The lady fell into a swoon^ dnd on her recovery 
adopted at once the false report of her nurses, re- 
lated it to the knight on his return, and swore> 
with torrents of tears, that unless hd would in- 
stantly revenge her by the destruction of his fa- 
vourite, she would, before his eyes, put an end 
tp her own existence* The disconsolate father 
spoke not a word, but rushed into the hall ; and 
whilst the faithful grey-hound feebly crawled to 
meet him and to lick his hand, clove the animal 
in two with his sword. He then approached the 
cradle to behold for the last time his tourdered in- 
fant, and having turned up the clothes, saw with 
astonishment and delight the child in perfect 
health, add just waking firom the slumbers which 
the preceding accident had not interrupted. By 
the side of the cradle lay the fragmenjls of the ser- 
pent, and the whole fable by which he had been 
deceived was instantly explained. His conscience 
jimote hiai. He woi4d not stain his sword with 
the blood of the wretches through whose means 
he had murdered the deliverer of his child, but he 
vowed lo expiate, by a penance which should only 
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terminate with bis life, his own folly in listening 
to the CQunsels of a heedless and inconsiderate 
woman. He rushed into the woods 5 retired to a 
distant hermitage, and never more returned to the 
habitations of men. Such, sire, will be your re- 
morse and repentance if you blindly determine on 
the destruction of your amiable son at tlie instiga- 
tion of his false and malicious step-mother. 

Diocletian, who generally provided himself with 
opinions by adopting tliose of the last speaker, now 
declared his adherence to the sentiments of Ban- 
cillas, and totally forgot his compassion for the 
misfortunes of the old pinnote-tree, in his ten- 
derness for the good knight, whom he resembled 
in a warm affection for grey-hounds. But at 
length the night came, and with it came the re- 
proaches of the empress ; who taxed him with 
want of resolution, and with aii extreme love of 
flattery, by which she assured him that be would 
be betrayed as the boar was by the herdsman. 
This allusion effectually awakened his curiosity, 
and slie proceeded to tell him the story of 

THE :pOAR AND THE HERDSMAN. 

To the westward of this city is a spacious forest, 
formally the abode of a boar, who, from his 
finiazing size and supposed ferocity, was tlie terror 
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of the whole neighbonrhood. In the same forest 
lived a herdsman who tended a large herd of cattle ; 
but as thej usually pastured in the open parts of 
the wood^ he never approached the haunts of this 
terrible animal. But it happened one day that 
a part of his herd had strayed to some distance, 
and it became necessary that he should follow 
them. In the course of his search lie discovered 
a hawthorn tree, the fruit of which was then ripe, 
and seeing great quantities of it on the ground, 
could not refrain from stopping to fill his pockets. 
He did so, and was going to depart when he dis- 
covered the boar who came straight up to the same 
tree, under which he had for many preceding days 
found a plentiful repast. The poor herdsman was 
half dead with fear 5 but to fly was hopeless, and 
his only resource was to climb up into the tree, 
where he hoped to remain undiscovered. Unluckily 
the boar, after devouring the scanty gleanings 
which had been left under the tree, haf^)ened to 
scent the ample stores contained in the man*s 
pockets, and being disappointed in his attempts to 
reach the precious magazine, became furious with 
rage, foamed at the mouth, and whetting his 
tusks against the roots of the tree, shook it with 
such violence that the poor herdsman considered 
^ his destruction as uievitable. In this extremity 
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he fortunately bethought himself of emptying his 
pockets ; and at the same time gathering all the 
haws within his reach^ showered them down so 
profusely that the boar was satisfied^ and after a 
plentiful dinner appeared disposed to take his rest. 
The artful herdsman now lowered himself so far 
as to reach with his fingers the back of the animal^ 
which he began to scratch with such dexterity that 
the boar^ who was hitherto unaccustomed to such 
luxury^ closed his eyes^ and abandoned himself to 
^e most delicious slumbers 3 at which instant the 
herdsman drawing a long knife^ with which he was 
provided^ suddenly pierced him to the heart. Such, 
sir emperor, are the artifices of your flatterers ; 
they please and tickle your ears with their praises^ 
but it is that diey may lull you to $leep and stab 
you with more security. 

The emperor not choosing to die like a boar, 
now determined as usual to put his son to death, 
but was diverted firom his purpose by the Wise 
Master Ancilles, whp leaving obtained a day's 
respite for the prince, proceeded to relate th^ fol- 
lowing story of 

HIPPOCRATES AND. HIS NEPHEW. 

Youn majesty knows that Hippocrates, " The 
Wise Clerk/* yras formerly professor of medicine 
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in this city. He had with him a nephew whom 
he wished to instruct in his art, and to whom he 
communicated all his secrets ; but after a time, 
the uncommon sagacity of the pupil began to 
awaken the jealousy and envy of the preceptor, 
who had meant to form an assistant in his practice, 
iK>t a rival of his reputation. The irritation q£ 
temper produced in the sage by these unworthy 
sentiments preyed on his health and occasioned a 
dangerous disease, during the height of which l\e 
received a message from the king of Hungary re- 
questing his attendance on the heir of that king- 
dom, who was supposed to be at the point pf 
death. Hippocrates, though much against hjs 
will, was now compelled to employ his nepheiY, 
though he foresaw that the fame of the young 
man, if successful, would be elevated very nearly 
to the level of his own. The young practitioner 
immediately departed for Hungary", 

And when he com to that lond. 
The king took him by the hond^ 
And led him to his sick child ; 
" Now Christ of heaven be us mild ! " 
The young man seigh * the childe*s pain. 
And lasted f his sinew and his vein, 

• saw. I felt; taster, tater, Fr. 
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He taketh an urinal for to seen ; 

He ne segh nought of the king, but of the queen : 

And of the child, God it wote. 

He segh it was a misbegote. 

He gan the levedi aside draw, &c. 

And closely questioned her concerning the father 
of the invalid, who, he was positively certain, was 
by no means related to the king of Hungary. The 
queen, astonished at this luiexpected question, be- 
gan by treating it with levity, and when he per- 
sisted, threatened him with punishment for his 
insolence 5 but on his assuring her that he was un- 
able to cure her child without the disclosure of 
this important secret, and that she might rest as- 
sured of his inviolable fidelity, she looked on him 
with astonishment, burst into tears, and confessed 
that a certain earl of Navarre, who had sojourned 
for "some time at her husband's court, and who 
was very well made and well dressed, had pleased 
her so much that '^ par gret druerie " she some- 
times indulged him with liberties which had ap- 
parently led to tlie birth of her dear child. 

The young physician now informed her that the 
boy, being illegitimate, would require ^' contrarious 
drink, contrarious meat 5" that he must be fed on 
** beeves* flesh, and drink the broth,*' and this 
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diet being plentifully administered to the patient, 
he rapidly recovered 5 and the young leech was 
dismissed with the mc»t magnificent presents, and 
with the benedictions of the queen and of her 
husband. 

Hippocrates, on his nephew's return, inquired 
into all that had passed ', 

He asked gif that the child was sound j 
'^ Yea, sire,*' he said, *' by Saint Simound." 
He asked, '^ What was his medicine } " 
Beef and broth good ajine*'* 
What then, was he an avetrol f ^" 
Thou sayest sooth, sir, by my poll ! " 
Cluath Ypocras, " by the God's doom, 
" Thou art become all too wise a groom ! " 
There he thought, against reasoun. 
To do him strong treasoun. 

The accomplishment of the crime soon followed. 
One day that they were walking in their garden, 
and discoursing on the virtues of the plants culti- 
vated in it, Hippocrates pointed out to his nephew 
a small herb which he desired him to gatlier, and, 
whilst the youth stooped for that purpose, drew out 

* in fine; afin, enfin, Fr. 
f avoitrel, diminutive of avoistre, a bastard. - O. Fr. 
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a dagger and stabbed him. He then buried the 
body on the spot^ returned into the house> and 
enjoyed the malignant pleasure of burning the 
books to which the young man was indebted for 
his wonderful advancement in science. But the 
vengeance of Heaven closely pursued him. He 
was seized with a meneson (dysentery)^ a disease 
in the cure of which his nephew was always par- 
ticularly successfiil^ and being unable to arrest its 
progress, soon foresaw that it would prove fatal. 
He then convoked all his firiends, exhibited before 
them some striking proofs of his art, and after 
warning them of the small extent of all human 
skill, made a full disclosure of the crime to which 
he justly fell a sacrifice. His death was attended 
by excruciating pains, which were heightened by 
remorse, and he expired vainly calling on his 
murdered nephew for assistance and relief. 

Diocletian was much affectexl by this tragical 
•tory 5 but the empress was prepared to counteract 
the impression which it had left by relating the 
tale of 

THE FATHER MURDERED BY HIS SON. 

Oct ATI A el, emperor of Rome, surpassed in 
wealth the richest of his predecessors. It was he 
who built the celebrated tower called the Crescent, 

1 
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in which he locked up his treasures, and appointed 
for the protection of his hoard a minister whose 
vigilance and avarice were equallj^ proverbial . He 
had also another minister, who was a perfect con- 
trast to the former, being remarkable for his pro- 
fusion 5 so that having dissipated his whole fortune 
he found himself without resource, and at last 
foiTned the desperate resolution of robbing the 
imperial treasury. To execute such a design with- 
out assistance was nearly impossible, and to init 
part it to a common accomplice was too hazardous ; 
he therefore chose his own son ; and, knowing 
where the money was deposited, repaired by night 
to the tower, made a breach in the wall, entered, 
and carried off as much gold as they were able to 
transport to his habitation. With this supply ho 
was enabled for some time longer to pursue his 
foiTner course of extravagance; but having at 
length exhausted his coffers, he determined to at- 
tempt the repetition of an enterprise in which he had 
been once successful. The crafty treasurer, how-? 
ever, had not slumbered ovt;r his charge. A few 
hours only had elapsed after the first robbery, be- 
fore he perceived that part of the treasure had 
been purloined, and discovered the part of the 
wall through which the tliieves had entered, and 
"vhich on their departure they had again repaired 
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sd carefully as to leave no marks of injury which 
could attract the attention of a common observer. 
Judging from this circumstance that they would 
probably return, he caused a pit to be dug im- 
mediately under the place, and filled it with pitch 
and birdlime, in the hopes of entrapping the 
robber, who, in feet, found himself instantly eli- 
tangled so efiectually as to preclude all hopes of 
deliverance. In this terrible situation he called to 
his son, warned him to avoid the danger ^ ex* 
plained to him the impossibility of his escape, and 
the fatal consequences which must result to his 
whole family from the discovery of his guilt 5 and 
finally conjured him to strike off his head, as there 
remained no other means of escaping detection. 
The young man hesitated for some time, but the 
dawn approached > the father importunately per- 
sisted in the same request : the hope of preserving 
himself and his relations from a danger otherwise 
inevitable at length prevailed, and having cut off 
the head he precipitately ran off with it. towards 
his habitation. 

Ac he ne wist, for none need. 
Where he might it best ihede * j 

* hide. 
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But,alshecameb5ra^(»igr*, 

Amid the pit he it flung j 

And ^ent home^ and made wo. 

His brethren and his sistren also. 

In the mean time the treasurer, who nevtr 
failed to visit his trap, was not less surprised than 
mortified at finding in it a headless trunk, from 
which it was impossible to draw any indication of 
the guilty person. He, however, had recourse to 
an expedient which did honour to his sagacity. 
He gave orders that the body should be slowly 
drawn by the feet through all the streets of Rome } 
that its conductors should be constantly on the 
watch ; and that if this ceremony should excite in 
any house near which they passed an appearance 
of unusual sorrow, they should seize and bring 
before him those persons, who would probably 
be the near relations of the deceased. The stra* 
tagem was on the pomt of succeeding, and the 
daughters of the dead man were betrayed by the 
sight of his body into' a sudden burst of lamenta- 
tion, which attracted the attention of the officers | 
but the brother at the same moment drawing his 
sword, pierced himself in the thigh, and exhibiting 

• a priyy.^Bailey's Diet. 
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his wound, convinced them that this accident had 
occasioned the screams which had awakened their 
suspicions. From this tale the empress inferred 
that, as the young man had thrown his fathers 
head into a gong, instead of burying it with pro- 
per respect, the . wicked Florentin would gladly 
treat his tn^esty with similar contempt 3 and this 
inference, though perhaps not strictly legitimate^ 
having satisfied Diocletian, he rose with the de* 
termination of ordering his son*s execution, from 
wluch he was again diverted by the philosopher 
LentilioD, wha related to him the story of 

THE HUSBAND OUT OF DOORS. 

Theeb lived formerly in this town a burgesSi 
who, being disposed to marry, was too proud to 
accept an alliance with any of his neighbours, and 
proposed to select for his wife some young lady 
who might ennoble his blood, and by her beauty 
and accomplishments esdte the envy of all his 
acquaintance. Such a mate he had, at length, 
the good fortune to discover 5 and brought home a 
young damsel of high birth, some beauty, much 
affectation, and more eiirontery. The haughty 
bride, though she entertained a thorough con- 
tempt for her husband, was in some measure re- 
conciled to her new situation by the company of 
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her former lovei', who condescended to consider 
the house of the hospitable burgess as his dwn^. 
and, without the name of a husband, to perform 
all a husband's duties. 

There was at this time a law in Rome that anjr' 
person, of whatever rank or sex, who should be 
found out of the house after the sound of curfew^ 
should be confined in prison till the morning, and 
then publicly driven through the streets as a va- 
grant. This law suggested to the husband a pro- 
ject for correcting the libertine disposition of his 
\\ ife. Having perceived that she was in the habit 
of stealing away from his side when he was 
plunged in his first sleep, aijid reasonably suppos- 
ing that she did not pass the time of her absence 
in total solitude, 

O night, he him as drunk made. 

And yede to bed blithe and glad. 

And lay stilly as he slept soon : 

She stale away, mididon *, 

And went to her lotehy f j 

And he it aparceived sikerly. 

And went him out, and segh, and heard^ 

Altogether how she mis-fared. 

* secretly? mttAwie, absconditus.— Sax.t 
t companion, lover.-^Chaucer. 
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And went him in out of the street^ 

And shut the door swithe sket ; 

And spake out at window^ 

And said, " Dame, God give thee hnv* ; 
'' This thou ne might forsake for none need ; 
'' Ich have i-noroe thee in this dede 

With thy lechoiir : with him thou go ! 

Of thee ne keep I never mo/* 



€€ 
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The humbled wife now expressed the most sin- 
cere penitence J prayed to be admitted into the 
house i urged the public shame which both must 
incur if she were found in the streets at that hour ; 
and at length, counterfeiting the extremity of de- 
spair, threatened to drown herself in the well as 
the only means of preserving her reputation. She 
then took up a large stone, threw it violently into 
the water, uttei^d a dreadful scream, and then 
ttlently retreated behind the door. The husband 
made no reply to her exclamations but that, whether 
she chose to hang or drown herself was to him a 
matter of extreme indifierence ; but he was startled 
by the dashing of the water, and by the subsequent 
silence. He continued to listen at the window -, 
repeatedly addressed his wife 3 received no answer 3 
iqtented him of hia severity 3 rushed down st^s 3 

• care, 
VOX*. III. B 
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and running io the well, was not a little surprised 
at hearing the door shut behind him with conside* 
rable noise, and ai being assailed bj a torrent of 
invectives from the window which he had just 
quitted. It was now his turn to petition. The 
sound of the curfew struck upon his ear; he 
heard the horses of the guards 5 he implored for 
admittance, but the wife was deaf to his intreaties. 
Even the guards, who knew the innocent charac* 
ter of the man, interceded for him in vain. 

She answered as malicious-^ 
*' He Cometh now from the hore bouse^ , 
" Thus he is woned me to serve, 
" An evil death mot he sterve * : 
'^ Ich have y-hid his shame ere this y 
*' I ne will never more y-wis." 
Corfour bell no longer rong"; 
The burgess was led forth with wrong. 
Wliat helpeth it longer tale ? 
That night he sat well sore akale \, 
And his wife lay warm a bed. 
And solace of her letosiVifredde % , 
A morrow the burgess was forth i-sette« 
And his honden befom him knet § ; 

♦ die» t grievously <ooL 
I felt. Ssix. fredaD, sentire. § tied. 
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And through the town he was j-lad^ 
Lothlich driven^ and hegrad* 
As a thief. This mischance 
GuilUess he suQered and this pen^ce. 

'^ Sire, couth this woman of guile ? ** 
" Ya, she was a traitour vile. 
" And well worse than a hound : " 
*' Sire, mo swich there beth y*foand, 
" And thyself hath one swich ! " &c. 



The emperor is unable to controvert the re- 
marks of Lentilion^ but at night once more 
changes his mind on hearing from the empress th^ 
story '^ of a King of Apulia and of his Steward.'* 
This is too gross, and much too dull for insertion ; 
but it produces the usual effect on Diocletian^ 
wluch is afterwards removed by the Wise Master 
Malquedras, who relates the story of 

THE OLD WISE MAN AND BIS WIFE. 

Therb was formerly in this city an old man 
who, throughout his whole life, had been cited as 
an example of prudence. He had amassed an 
ample fortune, which he expended in rational 
amusements 5 and having successively lost two 

• hooted at. 
£2 
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wives whom he had married in the prime of life;, 
thought a state of widowhood the best suited to 
his declining age and growing 'infirmities. But 
his friends thought otherwise 5 and a prudent man 
is often obliged, for the sake of tranquillity, to 
follow the advice of his friends in preference to 
his own wisheg. They recommended to him a 
young and beautiful girl, who had been educated 
with the greatest care by an attentive mother, and 
who therefore seemed very unlikely to excite in 
him that jealous uneasiness to which husbands of 
a certain age are supposed to be very generally 
addicted. He married j and found in marriage at 
much happiness as he expected. 

But it was otherwise with the young lady. As 
neither her mother nor her confessor had thought 
it necessary, before her marriage, to explain to 
her very minutely the change of situation which 
she was about to undergo, she had naturally 
trusted to her own imagination for a picture of fu- 
turity J and this picture of conjugal delight was so 
far from resembling what she experienced^ that 
she had some difficulty in concealing, even from 
her husband, the excess of her disappointment. 
After revolving this matter for some time in her 
thoughts^ she concluded that her husband did not 
love her ; and that^ as shp felt no great disposition 
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to love him^ she could not do better than to search 
for a third person, who might more nearly sympa- 
thize with her feelings. With this notable resolu- 
tion she was so well satisfied that she hastened to 
impart it to her mother^ whom she found at 
church, and to whom she communicated a long 
string of domestic anecdotes^ concluding with 

'^ Ich mote have some other love." 

*' Nay, daughter, for Grod above ! 

" Old men ben fell* and queirUf, 

'' And wicked wrenches ^ can ateinte^: 

^' Misdo nought, daughter, but do by rede ^ ." 

The old lady then proposed the following ex- 
pedient as a trial of the old man's disposition. 
'* Your husband," said she, " has in his garden a 
fevourite tree which he rarely fails to visit. Take 
advantage of his first absence from home 3 order 
this tree to be cut down and brought in logs to 
your fire 5 and when he sh 11 ask your reason for 
conmiitting this outrage, simply answer, that you 
did it for the purpose of communicating some 
warmth to his cold bones." '* It shall be done," 
said the daughter 5 and she kept her word. The 

* cruel. f cunning. \ stratagems.— ^x. 
$ give a colouring to ; atincter^— O. Fr. 5 advice. 
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old man expressed some discontent at the exploit, 
and at the excase^ but he was too prudent to saj 
much; and his wife^ who was only anxious to 
witness the ultimate success of her exper'unent, 
paid little attention to his present feelings. 

She waited till the enchanted fuel was nearly ex- 
pended ; when perceiving that the old man's blood 
was still as tranquil as if he had warmed himself 
* by the commonest tree in the forest, she again re- 
paired to her mother, who s^ain dissuaded her 
from resorting to extremities, and counselled her 
to make this second trial. '' Your husband has a 
favourite grey-hound bitch, who is often in the 
habit of caressing you; feign yourself out of 
humour with her and murder her before his face. 
It will be strange indeed if this do not give you a 
perfect insight into his temper ! ** '^ You shall be 
obeyed.** 

Was it nought long afterward. 
The young levedi and her lord 
Sat, on even, by the fire 5 
Beforen hem stood her squire. 
She had on a pilche* of price. 
And a chaiself theron, y-wis j 

* a furred dress.— Sax. toga pellicea. — Sibbald's gloss, 
f an upper garment which covered the whole body. 
Vide Du Cange io voce casula. 
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The bitch lay in her barm * : 

She played^ and it did her harm. 

She drew a knife and her smot 5 

The bitch died, God it wot. 

And pilche and chaisel all be-bled ^ 

The lord rose, and yede to bed. 

For all her wrenche f , and all her gin. 

The more love she might nought win* 

In relating to her mother the ill success of this 
lecond eiq)eriment, she expatiated so strongly on 
the necessity of resorting to her own expedient, 
that the good old lady had the curiosity to inquire 
whetlier any knight or squire had yet engaged her 
affections. She answered in the negative; and 
added, that being determined to secure her repu- 
tation, she had thoughts of bestowing her love on 
some young priest, who would of course be care- 
ful to keep her secret. The mother was now 
more at ease, and enjoined her to make one more 
trial, which, she assured her, would infallibly pro- 
cure her happiness by putting an end to the present 
apathy of her husband. '' Your lord," said she, 
has invited all his friends to an entertainment 
which is to take place in a few days. You must, 
on that occasion, hang a bunch of keys at your 
* lap. t contrivance. 
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girdle, and having taken your seat at the upper 
end of the table, contrive to entangle these keys 
in the table-cloth. Then, upon some trifling pre- 
text, rise suddenly -, by which means the cups and 
dishes will be overset, and the whole company 
thrown into confusion." All this was punctually 
executed by the obedient daughter 3 who, after 
*' serving the guests with bread and ale," took her 
seat by her husband, and sooix after sprang up from 
table with such dexterous aukwardness that the 
whole haU was instantly overspread with the ruins 
of the entertainment. This was her last triumph. 

On the following morning she was much sur- 
prised at beholding in her apartment a large Are, 
a great chair covered with cloths, a table sup- 
porting a number of basins, and a *' good barber** 
who, with an air of medical importance, was ex- 
pecting her arrival. Her husband, addressing her 
with his usual mildness, observed that she had in 
her veins a quantity of peccant blood which it 
would be necessary to remove, and assured her 
that after the operation she would immediately re- 
gain the natural gentleness of her disposition . She 
trembled, turned pale, declared tliat she could not 
bear the sight of blood, protested that bleeding 
would kill her on the spot, struggled, screamed^ 
but to no purpose : the inflexible barber forcibly 



THL SEVEN WISE MASTERS. 57 

placed her in the chair^ bared her right arm, 
opened the vein, applauded his own dexterity^ 
took away two perriqgers of blood, and, having 
tied up the wound, proceeded Jto repeat the opera- 
tion on the other arm. Fresh screams, expostula- 
tions, and struggles on the part of the lady were, 
unable to disturb the tranquil obstinacy of the 
barber. A third measure of blood was drawn off: 
the patient became faint and giddy ; and being put 
Id bed, began to believe that her last hour was now 
really approaching. I^er husband, indeed, had en- 
couraged her to hope that she might yet do well ; 
bat as he had at the same time informed her that 
the next transgression would compel him to 
doable the discipline, she sent in the utmost haste 
for her mother, to whom she faintly cried out that 
her lord had killed her — 

** For mine three unwresi* deed, 
'^ Three dishful of blood he let me bleed, 
*' That I ne may live, by Godis ore ! " 
*' Daughter, listeth thee love more ? " 
'* Nay, mother j by God all might, 
'* I n*ill neither love clerk ne knight." 
" No, daughter ! I said full well, 
*' That old men beth queynt and fell. 

* contumacioui ? 
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*' They con more qued* lytkenche\ 

*' Than thou canst do with any wrenche : 

** Hold thee to thine husbound^ 

'' And thou shalt have all the mound \ \ ** 

To this story the artful empress opposed that of 

. CRESSUS THE RICH MAN. 

SiR^ your majesty has doubtless heard of Virgil 
the famous enchanter. He placed^ by his skill in 
necromancy^ in the midst of the Forum a fire 
which it was impossible to extinguish^ and at 
which the poor - of Rome were accustomed to 
warm themselves and to cook their dinners. On 
a pedestal, near the fire^ stood a brazen statue^ 
with a cross-bow bent, and a quarrel or large 
arrow on the string ^ and on the forehead of thei 
statue was an inscription purporting, 

" Gif me smiteth any man, 
'^ I schete him anon ogan.'* 

A certain Lombard, taking offence at this in- 
scription, asked permission of the Romans to strike 
the statue, and they having encouraged him to try 

• evil, mischief. f think of, contrive. 

\ all the world ; i» e. all your wishes shall be gratified. 
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the adventure^ the figure punished their folly by 
shooting his quarrel into the midst of the fire, 
which from that moment disappeared. Thus was 
lost one of Virgil's benefactions to this city ^ but 
he had enriched it with other marvels, the de- 
struction of which is the immediate object of my 
story. 

On the eastern gate of the city he placed a 
figure cf brass, having in hb hand a golden ball : 
cm the western gate stood another man of brass 
txactly similar, except that he was empty-handed | 
and in the centre of Rome, on. the top c^ an 
elevated stage, was fixed a third statue, holding 
in its hand an enchanted mirror, which reflected 
an exact jncture of all that was passing in Italy 
within seven days* journey of the city. When- 
ever any of the neighbouring potentates prepared 
to attack the Romans, the two first-mentioned 
statues began to play at ball, the one throwing and 
the other catching it ; and this excited, the atten- 
tion of the citizens, who on inspecting the ma- 
gical mirror, immediately saw the quarter from 
which they were menaced^ and were thus enabled 
to anticipate the designs of their enemies. 

The king of Apulia, aware of these obstacles 
to hb project of attacking the city^ consulted all 
the cunning men whom he could find^ and at 
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length found two clerks in Rome itself, who, oil 
bis promise of an immense reward^ undertook to 
contrive the destruction of the statues. They ob- 
tained from the king two forcers (chests) filled with 
gold, which they secretly conveyed into Home, 
and buried at night under the two statues at the 
gates. On the following day tliey repaired to the 
palace, and addressing the emperor, informed him 
that there was a vast treasure concealed under 
ground within the walls, which they would under- 
take to discover upon his assurance that they 
should receive half the profits ; but that they must 
first go to sleep, because it was only in a dream 
that they expected to learn the exact spot where 
the gold was hidden. The emperor acceded to 
the conditions, and on the next day the elder 
brother pointed out tlie statue near the eastern 
gate, where, on digging, the forcer was found 
and conveyed in great state to the imperial treasury. 
The younger brother was a no less able dreamer; 
and the emperor having made an excavation under 
the statue at the western gate, was rewarded by a 
second chest of gold still richer than the first. 
Cressus was now full of confidence in his dreamers, 
whom he exhorted to persevere; but when they 
promised him an exhaustless mine of wealth by 
dicing under the statue with the mirror, his 
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avarice was combated by his fears^ and he refused 
to permit the operation till they assured him that 
all Virgil's treasures were concealed there, and 
that they could so prop up the ground that all 
might be removed without danger to the statue. 
But having completed tlieir excavation, and pro- 
mised the emperor for the morrow the completion 
of his utmost expectations, they stole out in the 
night, kindled a fire under the wooden supports of 
their mine, and, having witnessed the success of 
their contrivance, made their escape into Apulia. 
The populace of Rome now rushed in crowds to 
the palace, seized the emperor, bound him on a 
table, and having melted a quantity of gold, poured 
it into his mouth, eyes, and ears. 

And said, " Sire, for golde's love, 
*' Thou hast made thrall that was above ; 
'' Now art thou full, pow make thee hait * j 
" Now wilt thou never more coveit f ! " 

The foregoing tale, it is true, does not possess 
much intrinsic merit, but it was about an emperor 
who was duped by cunning men -, its catastrophe 
was dreadful, and it frightened Diocletian almost 
out of his wits 3 so that it required all the talents 

• happy^ l^ealthy. O, Fr. f ^covet. 
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of the learned astrologer Caton to restore him to 
his senses, which he effected by telling him the 
»toxy of 

THE MAGPIE, 

Now everich man that loveth his hale 
Listen wel Catoun*s tale. 

A burgess was in Rome town, 
A rich man, of great renoun } 
Marchaunt he was, of great aveir*. 
And had a wife was gueint f and fair ; 
But she was fickle under her lok. 
And had a part of Eve's smock : 
And many ben yet of her kin. 
That ben all be-lapped therin. 

The burgess had a pie in his hall. 
That couth tellen tales all 
^pertUch J in French language ; 
And heng in a fair cage. 
And seeth lemmans comen and gon. 
And telleth her loverd soon anon i 
And, for that £he pie had y-said. 
The wife was oft evil apaid. 
And the burgess loved his pie. 
For he wist he couth nought lie. 

♦wealths— Fr. f neat ; cointe-— Fr, \ openly, plainly^— >Fr. 

7 






TfiE SEVEN WISE MASTEBS. 63 

So it befell upon a day, 
The burgess from home took his way. 
And went about his marchandise : 
The wife watched anon her prise. 
And sent her copenere * for 5 
And when he com to the hall door. 
He ne durst nought in hie. 
For the wr eying f of the pie. 
The wife him by the honde hent, 

• 

And into chamber anon they went. 

The pie began to grede J anon, — 
Ya, now my loverd is out y-gone. 
Thou comest hither for no good ; 
" I shall thee wraie, by the rood !" 
The wife thought y-schent she was ; 
A wrenche she thought nathelas § } 
And cleped a maid to make her bed. 
And after, by her hother rede || , 
A ladder they set the hall to. 
And undid a tile or two i 
Over the pie they gan handle 
A clear ^ basin, and a candle ; 
A pot full of water clear 
They shed upon the pie's sivere **. 

* lover. — Sax. f discovering, betraying. | cry. 

§ nevertheless. y by their joint advice. 
\ polished, so as to reflect the light. *^ neck. 
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With bason beatings and candle lights 
They bobbed the pie by nighty 
And water on him gan schencke * : 
This was one of woman's wrenche. 

Tho the day dawen gan^ 

Away stale the young man. 

Men unlock door and window ; 

The pie her shook with mochel how f, . 

For she was fain that it was day : 

The copener was went his way j — 

The good burgess was home y-come ; 

Into the hall the way he nome. 

The pie said, " By God Almight ! 

The copener was here to-night. 

And hath y-done thee mochel shame ; 
*' And made an hore of our dame ! 
*' And yet it hath been, to night, 
*' Great rain, and thunder bright j 
*' Sithen ich was brid in my nest, 
*' I ne had never so evil rest." 

The wife hath the tale y-heard. 
And thoughte well to ben amered J ; 
And saide, *' Sire, thou hast outrage 
'' To *lieve a pie in a cage : 

* the same as skenke, to pour out. — Sax. f care. 
\ examined, proved innocent ; amman.^Sax. 
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To night was. the weather clear, 
*' And the firmament well fair \ 
'^ And she saith it hath been thonder : 
'^ She hath i-lowe * many a wonder j 
^^ But ich be awrekd of her swithe, 
" Ne shall I never ben woman blithe!" 
The good man asked his neighbours 
Of that night, and of the hours 5 
And they said, that all that night 
Was the weather clear and bright. 
The burgeis said, ^' the pie 
" Ne shold him never more lie ;** 
Na more wordes he there spake. 
But, all so swithe, his neck to-brake. 

And 'when he saw his pie dead. 
For sorrow couth he no rede : 
He saw her [f] and her cage. 
He thougkte ofX guile and outrage. 
He went him out, the ladder he segth §, 
And up to the hall roof he stegth l|. 
The pot with the water he found 3 
(That he brake witli his bond •) ' 

And many other trecherie 
That was i-don to his pie. . 

* lied, [f ] an erasure in the MS. } suspected. 
§ seeth. II moiinteth. Sax. stijan. 

VOfcrlll. F 
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He went him down, wtthouten oih. 

In his heart grim and wroth ; 

And with a good staff, full ^et. 

His wife oute door he bet) 

And bade her go, that like day, 

j4n alder 'twenty 'devil way * / 

'* Lo ! Sire," he said, *' for a fool's rede, 

'' The pie, that said sooth, was dead | 
Had he taken good conseil. 
His pie had ben whole and hale : 

'^ And also fareth thine emprice. 
Thorough her reason, shrewd and nice f , 
She goeth about, day and night. 
Thy son to death for to dight, &c." 
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To this tale the empress opposed that of 

HEROWDES AND MERLIN. 

Herowoes, emperor of Rome, had in his coun-* 
cil seven sages, to whom, whilst he followed his 
amusements, he intrusted the whole management 
of the empire J and these sages employed the 
power thus confided to them as a means of gra- 
tifying their avarice. Though their authority did 
not enable them to levy a tax on his subjects, they 

• literally, on the way of all the twenty devils, 
f wicked and foolish. 
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derived from the credulity of the Romans a con- 
siderable revenue 5 having enacted, that whoever 
should wish to have an interpretation of his dream 
must bring them a lesaunt ^ as a reward : . and as 
the Romans were great dreamers^ this contribu- 
tion was nearly equal to the whole imperial re- 
venue. But the emperor was punished by Hea- 
ven for his culpable deference to his ministers. 
One day, that he was preparing to go out on a 
bunting-party, and was passing under one of the 
gates of the city, he was suddenly struck blind. 
The wise men were immediately summoned, and, 
being interrogated why the emperor could not 
•ee, confessed that they were unprepared with an 
answer, and requested a fortnight's delay, during 
which they meant to consult their books, and 
hoped to discover the, cause and the means of 
remedying this unexpected calamity. But their 
books were consulted to no purpose j the em- 
peror, who whilst he had his sight never thought 
fit to use it, was very impatient for its recovery, 
and the sages were almost in despair, when an 
old man advised them to consult the celebrated 

• a coin of gold, formerly used at Byzantium, valued 
by Joinville at ten sous ; and consequently worth rather 
more than as many livres of the present day. 

F 2 
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Merlin, the child who was borii without tlie in- 
tervention of a father. 

Two of the wise masters, being deputed by the 
rest, brought this wonderful child * to Rome, and 
introduced him to Herowdes, to whom he related 
that, at some depth in the earth, but directly 
under his majesty's bed, was a great cauldron 
boiling with seven large bubbles, and that so long 
as the said cauldron should /continue to boil, and 
the bubbles remain utibroken^ he never would 
recover his sight. The emperor^ a good deal 
surprised at this intelligence, employed his miners 
to search for the cauldron, which was readily 
found } and which, without any apparent excite- 
ment, continued to boil, and to exhibit exactly 
seven great bubbles. He then begged to know 
how this ebullition could be arrested j but Merliii 
replied, that this important secret could only be 
discovered to his imperial ears, and that his most 
confidential ministers must leave the room. This 
being complied with. Merlin proceeded to state 
that the wickedness of the wise men, who caused 
themselves to be paid a besaunt for every dream 

* The mode in which Merlin was discovered is ex^ 
actly copied from hit romance, and therefore omitted id 
this abstract. 
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which ihey interpreted for his sulyects, had pro- 
voked the indignation of Heaven, and tb^t his 
majesty had therefore been visited by this severe 
misfortune, for the termination of which nothing 
more would be necessary than to strike off the 
heads of his seven ministers. Herowdes, re- 
joiced to find that his cure could be so cheaply 
obtained, caused his first minister to be beheaded, 
and had the satisfaction to hear that the corre^ 
' sponding bubble had disappeared : the other exe- 
cutions then followed in succession with a similar 
eSoQt, and Herowdes became as clear-sighted as 
befqre his accident. 

To remove the impression left by this tale on 
the mind of Diocletian was the object of the sixth 
master, whose name is not mentioned, but who 
proceeded to tell the stpry of 

THE WIDOW WHO WAS COMFORTED. 

There was a knight in this country^ " a riche 
sherreve" (count), who married a young and 
beautiful wife, the object of his tendere^t affec- 
tion. Such was the happiness of this yopng cou- 
ple, that the day and night appeared top short for 
their ende^pients, and each moment of accidental 
separation was considered by both as a serious 
puisfortune. One day, whilst they were exami- 
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. ning together a new knife, which had been be* 
stbwed on the lady as a bridal present, it slipped 
irom the hands of her husband and slightly 
wounded her. The accident was followed by no 
bad consequence ; but the unhappy knight was 
seized with such hon*or at the sight of her blood 
that he suddenly died. 

He did great folic, certe. 
Or too tender was his heart. 

Unluckily grief is not, in all constitutions, a 
mortal disease ; and the lovely cause of his death 
found herself unable to shake off, with the same 
expedition, the burthen of existence. Yet she 
trusted that she should not long survive him ; and, 
unwilling to tear herself from his remains, or- 
dered a small lodge to be built in the church-yard 
over the intended place of his grave, and took 
possession of this sad habitation on the day of 
his interment. Her friends vainly interposed. 

And saiden, '^ Dame, gent and free, 
" Of thy self have pite ; 
" For thou art fair and young sans fail, 
" And may*st the world mochel avail : 
*' Some knight thou wed of noblay. 

And have- with him much to play 5 
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^' Grood children b^et and fair : 
*' Gentil dame debonaire. 

Let away thy mournings 

And take thee to some comforting !*' , 
— " That will I do for no weal 5 
'^ Ac die I will on his buriale !'* 

As they perceived that the torrent of her grief 
only swelled the more by indiscreet opposi- 
tion, they now satisfied themselves with provi- 
ding> in silence, every accommodation that could 
be afforded in the hovel which she thought fit to 
occupy ; and particularly took the precaution of 
making an excellent fire, to secure her from the 
baneful effects of the damp, and left a supply of 
fuel sufficient to last till the next morning. 

It happened that on this very day three thieves 
who had been condemned to death were exe- 
cuted within a short distance of the chureh-yard. 

The three thieves weren knights. 

That were i-honged, anon rights ; 

For they had the countrd anoyed, ' 

And with robbery destroyed, 

Anhonged they were all three. 

A knight of the country held his fee. 
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For to loke * the three knightes 
Upon the gallows three nightes. 
He ^om to the gallows, armed wele^ 
Both in iron and in steel. 
For to make, the first night, ward. 
The weather was cold and froward j 
He was for-cold, and looked about. 
And was 'ware, withouten doubt. 
Of the fire in the churck-hawe f , 
And thither- ward he gan to draw. 
For to have some warming ; 
And found the levedi doel % making. 
And lade § she should let him in. 
She said she nnld \\, by Saint Johain. 
*' A ! yes," he said, *' leve ^ dame, 
" I n'ill thee do harm ne sliame.** 
He swore as he was gentil knight 3 
She let him in anon right. 
He sat and warmed him by the fer | 
He beheld the lady's cheer. 
And segh swich semblant she made ; 
And said, " Dame, thou art agade **, 
" That thou moanest for the dead, 
" That may thee do nother good ne qued !, 

♦ wat^h, f the church-yard. \ sorrow. § prayed. 
II ne would; would not. " ^ dear. •• detracted. 
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." Comfort thyself, pluck up thine heart i 
Such mourning then will thee smart. 
Of this mourning thou hast unright 5 
Thou shouldest love some gentil knight 

" That to thee might do some solas j'* 
And she said, *' Alias ! alias !" . 

At this time the knight began to reflect that, 
during his absence, the dead bodies committed to 
his charge might possibly be purloined ', he there- 
fore mounted his horse and rode to the gallows. 
But he anived too late, for one of them was al- 
ready carried off. It was vain to lament his own 
effeminacy, which had induced him to desert his 
post in search of a good fire, or to imprecate 
curses on the desperate hardihood of those who 
had pr6fited by his negligence. The mischief was 
done 3 and his own invention suggested no means 
of repairing it. But he had some confidence in 
the resources oif female cunning ; and having re- 
turqed to the lodge and communicated his distress 
to the beautiful mourner, was completely en- 
couraged by the unexpected confidence of her 
reply. 

She said, " Sir, ich will help thee, 
" So that thou wilt spouse me." 
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" Yes, dame/* lie said, " preciouse ! 

" Gif thou me help, ich will thee spouse.** 
She let her sorrow away gon. 
And said> ^^ Help, leman, anon, 

" Help delve up my lord that was, 

'* He shall us helpen in this cas ; 

" And hong we him in his entaile* !*' 
Her rede was done sans faille : 
It ne may nought ben for-hole f , . 
They bare him forth for him was stole. 
Then said the knight to the levedi, 

*' Who may this knight kongi J } 

*' I thee say, by heaven *king, 
I n'old him honge for no things 
For gif ich had i-honged a knight, 
I shold be coward y-cleped with right.** 

"Sir,** she said, '^ch will, full /am; §, 

'^ High him hongen and up-drawe !** 
The levedi did, in tvode gear ||, 
A rope about her lordis swere. 
And drew him up, and hung him fast : 
The knight of her deeds was aghast. 
And said, " Dame, by God mound ^, 

*' The stolen knight had a wound 

• as his snccessor? f concealed. 

J hang; i,y, and e are used indifferently to express the 
lAfinitive. § glad. || in furious manner. ^ God*s world. 
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*^ In his heved, that was he-knoe *, 
*' Whereby him knew high and low 5 
" And, but thy loverd swich one have, 
*' I thee say, so God me save, 
'^ Soon, within little while, 
" Worth f i-parceived our guile." 
" Sir," .she said, ^' take thy swerd, 
*' And in the hcved smite my loverd ; 
" Then shall it ben none understonding, 
*' But it was he that there ere king J." 
" Nay, dame, for moche ne for lite §, 
'' The dead knight would I nought staite !" 
^' No, Sire ?" she said, *' thy swerd me reach, 
'' And ich him shall, with my bond, teach 
*' Hoiv Godisgrame came to toivn ||, 
'' Right a midelward his crown." 
The lady took and smote with main 
All a midelward the brain : 
Then the knight well understood 
That false and fickle was her blood ; 
And said, " Yet unlike he beth ; 
" Broken were his fore teeth." 
'' Sir," she said, '' smite hem out." 
" Nay, dame," he said, '^ withouten doubt." 

• known. f will be. \ hung. 

§ little. II I do not understand this. 
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** Then will ich," she said 3 and took a stone. 
And smote hem out everich one. 

When this deed was i-do. 
The levedi said the knight to, 
*' Sire, no>y ich have won tliy love !" 
*' Nay, dame," he said, " by God above, 
" Fqt gold ne silver, lond ne hoase, 
*' Thy false bodi ne would I spouse ; 
y For all so wouldest thou serve me, 
*' As thou hast done tliy loverd so free : 
*' Thou hast i-taught me a new ran *, 
*' That I shall never 'lieve woman 5 ^ 
*' For, tlio they make sembJant fairest. 
They will beguile you alderformest f . 1" 



it 



To this tale the empress opposed a story no less 
dull than absurd. Rome, it seems, was once 
besieged by seven Saracen kings, and the emperor 
was advised to confide its defence to seven wise 
men 3 one of whom, by name Genus (Janus), 
devised a stratagem for the purpose of frightening 
away the epemy. He caused to be made a black 
garment, covered with black squirrel- tails, and a 
vizor with two faces, the most frightful that 
could be imagined J, above which he adjusted a 

• lesson? "t" all the foremost, first of all. 

J Here ends the Auchinleck MS.; the remainder is from 
the Cotton MS., where it occupies abcut 1250 lines. 
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ftiirror, intended to reflect the sun's rays. Iil 
tills fanciful dress he mounted to the top of one 
6f the towers 5 gesticulated with great violence> 
screamed as loudly as he cotild ; and^ dazzling the 
6yes of the enemy with his mirror, impressed 
Upon them the opinion that he was either an 
angel of light, or a devil of very high rank 5 so 
that, both characters being considered as equally- 
invincible, the Saracens raised tlie siege, ran off,' 
and during their flight were slaughtered in great 
numbers by the Christians. The Roman citizens 
Rewarded the ingenuity of (renus by placing hini 
bn the Imperial throne, after disposing theif 
fhrmer femperor. The empress, as usual, threat- 
ens Diocletian with similar degradation ; the 
foolish monarch again orders the prince's exe- 
cution, and again recalls his order at the interces- 
. sion of the seventh wise master, named Maxen- 
tius, who prophesies that on the following day 
Florentitt will recover his speech and fully excul- 
pate himself 5 and in the mean time entertaina 
his majesty with the tale of 

THE TWO DREAMS. 

There was formerly a knight in Hungary 
distinguished by his prowess, but still more 
distinguished by his talents and ingenuity^ in 
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which he equalled and even surpassed the most 
learned clerks of his time. One night he beheld 
in a dream a lady of astonishing beauty, of whom 
he became suddenly, enamoured; and when he 
waked in the morning he found it impossible to 
erase the impression made by the charms of this 
visionary mistress. Her height, her air, her 
complexion, the colour of her hair, and even the 
form and proportion of all her features were so 
exactly painted on his memory, that he felt sure 
of recognising her as easily as an old acquaint- 
ance ; and, having nothing better to do, departed 
without loss of time on this singular quest, in 
which he flattered himself with the hopes of suc- 
cess, although he had no clue to direct him, and 
was no less ignorant of the country which con- 
tained his lady than of her name and condition. 
At the same point of time the lady had a similar 
dream, and became no less violently enamoured 
. of the knight ; but, not being equally at liberty to 
wander about the world, could only deplore the 
misfortune of being tormented by desires which 
slie could not reasonably hope to gratify. 

During three long months the traveller pro- 
ceeded in his search without any consolation but 
the consciousness that his adventure was strictly 
conformable to the practice of chivalry ; but, hav- 
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ing at length reached the sea-side^ he perceived a 
spacious castle, which seemeA to be the residence 
of some opulent and powerful baron. Its walls 
on one side were washed by the sea, which tliere 
formed a commodious haven filled with shippings 
and the only gate on the land-side was guarded 
by a strong and lofty tower. 

This tower contained the long-sought object of 
the knight's affection. She was wife to the cas- 
tellan, who ardently loved her, and whose jea- 
lousy was equal to his love. He kept her from 
ill intercourse with mankind in a rich and spacious 
apartment, the windows of which were secured 
by strong bars of steel, and at one of these win- 
dows was the lady enjoying the prospect when 
our knight made his appearance. The earl her 
husband was sitting immediately below her in a 
small court or garden, and was fortunately much 
occupied by a game at chess, at which he was 
engaged with one of his vassals. 

The knight, attracted by the appearance of t 
female figure, rode towards the window ; and on 
a near approach had the pleasure to recognise the 
well-known features of the lady of the dream. 

He looked up into the tower. 
And merrily sang he of amour ; 
1 
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And when she heard him so begin^ 
Unnethes might that lady blyn. 
That she ne had called him her unto -, 
But, for her lord> she durst noght so. 

The features of her lover were concealed by hitf 
helmet^ but his general air and appearance' were 
sufficient to make him known ; and though she 
had no means of explaining to him her situation, 
she had the satisfaction of seeing that his sagacity 
had instantly discovered the cause of her em-* 
barrassment. Instantly ceasing to address her, he 
advanced towards the earl, dismounted from his 
horse, and kneeling before him said, " Sir earl, I 
am a knight of a far country ; I am driven from 
my possessions in consequence of having killed in 
a duel a knight whose family was more powerful 
than my own > I know, from the appearance of 
your territory wl^ich I have traversed, that you also 
are hardly beset by your enemies, and I come tm 
offer you a sword which perhaps may prove fortu- 
nate in your service.** The earl willingly ac^ 
cepted his proposals, and in a few days had the 
satisfaction of seeing his enemies completely de- 
feated by the enterprising adventurer, whose prow- 
ess in the field appeared to be irresistible, and 
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'who discovered^ as if by intaition, all the projects 
of his opponents^ while his own were perfectly 
Impenetrable. In a short time the whole country 
was cleared of invaders> and the castle, so lately 
filled with alarm and confusion by the crowds who 
had retired to it as a place of tefuge> exhibited the 
tranquil formality of a peace^l court. All were de- 
lighted with the victorious stranger 5 and the earl, 
who could now hunt his dogs and fly his falcons 
without being fi-ightened> set no bounds to his 
gratitude. 

As the tower which contained his wife was ac- 
cessible only by a single door, the key of which 
never quitted his pocket, and as he was perfectly 
ignorant of the passion which, through the agency 
of a vision, had united the souls of the two lovers 
While their bodies were separated by an interval of 
a few hundreds of leagues, the good man did not 
think it necessary to watch over or to interfere with 
the amusements of his deliverer, who generally 
passed his evenings in a solitary ride, and always 
contrived in returning to pass as near as possible to 
the window of his mistress, 

A letter soon she cast him till. 
Whereby he might wite all her will. 
VOL. ni. o 
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The knight took up the parchemyne*, 
And red the French full fair and fine, 
And^ als soon as he red it had. 
Was he never in heart so glad. 

^ Nothing now remained but to obtain an inter- 
view with the lady, which however was a matter 
of no small difficulty. Fortunatelv the knight was 
not apt to be stopped by difficulties j and as these 
had been long since foreseen, he had already ma- 
tured the project by which he hoped to overcome 
them. 

He began by requesting the earl to bestow on 
him a piece of the waste ground beyond the tower, 
for the purpose of building a habitation ; and as 
this request proved his intention of prolonging his 
stay, besides which it was thought that such an 
outwork to the castle, constructed under his direc- 
tion, could not but add considerably to the strength 
of the place, it was joyfully granted. The 
building advanced with rapidity 5 its turrets rose 

* Letters were usually written on parchment, and 
either fastened with a pin or sewed. Ladies were generalfy 
able to write, though few knights could read ; but parch- 
ment was so scarce that to procure a piece for a love-letter 
was often very difficult. The word " French** (in the next 
line) is used for language in general. 
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into the air; and subterraneous gallerieji, ap- 
parently intended for the secure reception of 
magazines and for the confinement of prisoners, 
extended in every direction to a considerable di-. 
stance. One of these advanced under the tower ; 
and when the work was in this state^ the knight . 
sent for an architect of eminence firom a neighbour- 
ing city, to whom he imparted his secret, and 
who, under his own eye, made a communication 
with the floor of that building, so artfully con- 
cealed that no eye could discover it. The success 
of his project was now secure ; but the foreign 
artist was in possession of the secret, and his 
fidelity might possibly be corrupted. 

The knight quit * well the service 
Of the mason for his quayntise f ; 
He slew him soon, that ilke day. 
For fear that he should ought say. 

An«l after this murder, which, because the sufferer 
was an inferior, is related witlioutany marks of re- 
probation, he gaily repaired to the interview with 
his mistress, in whose embraces he received the 
reward of his past, and formed the project of new, 
acts of treachery. 

At parting, the lady put on his finger a golc^ 

* acquitted. f cunning. 

Q 2 
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ring, with which he hastened home, and soon after 
repaired to the great hall, where he joined his 
sovereign and the cbtirt at table. The earl, who 
always delighted in his conversation, was on this 
occasion more pleased than ever with the unusual 
gaiety of his favourite, till he discovered on the 
knight*s finger the ring with which he had some 
reason to be well acquainted. He had presented 
it to his wife as a memorial of his affection ; it 
was the work of an eminent artist, and had been 
formed under his own particular directions. He 
thought it impossible that two such rings should 
exist in the world 3 he mused in silence, and, find- 
ing himself unable to explain a mystery of such 
consequence to his peace of mind, rose abruptly 
from table and proceeded towards his wife's apart- 
ment in the tower. But the crafty knight, who 
had carefully noted the progress of the suspicions 
which he had intentionally excited, hastened to 
the lady by his *' privy way," restored the ring, 
and again disappeared afler a moment's conference. 
The earl entered soon after, accosted his wife with 
great affection, examined her fingers one after 
another, and after some hesitation requested her 
to show him the ring which he had given her as a 
9iemorial of his tenderness. The lady told him 
that it was very safe ; rallied him on bis endless 
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suspicions ; complained of her long and strict im- 
prisonment ', and for a time trifled with his im- 
patience by the most extravagant professions of 
fondness: but finding that her assurances pro- 
duced no e£fect^ and being imwilling to excite hi^ 
jealousy too far, she at length drew out her purse, 
and with a careless air put the trinket into his 
hands. This evidence was too strong for his 
doubts. The similarity of the two rings was in- 
deed astonishing; but that which beheld in his 
hands was certainly no illusion, whereas it was 
possible that his eyes might have deceived him re- 
specting that which he had beheld on the knight's 
finger. He was now fully satisfied, solicited the 
forgiveness of his wife, who was much amused by 
his penitence, and staid with her till the dawn of 
day summoned him to his morning devotions. 

After hearing mass, he sent for the knight, and 
proposed to him a hunting party in the neighbouring 
forest 5 but the favourite excused himself. " I 
have just received," said he, '^ from my own 
country the most agreeable tidings. My peace is 
made with the family of the knight whom I slew 
in single combat, and my mistress, whom I have 
long and passionately loved, has kindly condescend- 
ed to be the bearer of the good news. If my lord 
would be pleased to dine with me at his return 
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from the field, my happiness and hers would b« 
complete." The earl, after promising to attend 
him, departed for the chase, and the knight pre- 
pared to accomplish the remainder of his project. 

Having first conveyed his mistress from her 
tower to his own apartment, he fully instructed 
her in the part which he desired her to act, and 
then, taking off her usual dress, assisted her in 
putting on a rich Hungarian habit, with a head- 
dress so charged with ornaments as to alter very 
considerably her whole appearance. Tliu^ ac- 
coutred she expected the earl's arrival, received 
him most courteously, placed him by her side at 
table, and directed her whole discourse to him. 
She had so effectually disguised her voice, and 
the topics on which she spoke were so artfully 
chosen, that for a time he felt no suspicion : but 
on surveying her features in succession, and on 
meeting her eyes, which she never turned fi"om 
him, he could not help thinking that this Hun-r 
garian stranger bore a singular resemblance to his 
own wife ; and though much ashamed of his un- 
easiness, he could not view without emotion the 
tenderness which she manifested for another. He 
recollected the adventure of the ring 5 he con- 
sidered the strength of the tower, the key of 
which was safe in his pockety and his reason wasf 
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satisfied 3 but his heart still was uneasy. . He in- 
quired into the name and character of the beautiful 
stranger^ and heard from the knight a story so 
plausible as almost to overcome all his uneasiness ; 
but he was particularly rejoiced to hear, both from 
the knight and from the lady^ that it was their in« 
tention to return almost immediately to Hungary*. 
The dinner at length was finished, and the earl 
mechanically repaired to his wife*s apartment for 
the purpose of calming his agitated spirits. 

In the mean time, a few minutejs being suf- 
ficient to rid the lady of her Hungarian ornaments, 
and to invest her in her usual dress, she was re- 
placed by her lover in the tower, and had full 
time to compose herself before the arrival of her 
husband. Never in his life had he beheld her 
with so much pleasure as on the present occasion. 
He gazed at her with an attention which she well 
knew how to interpret, though she kindly ap- 
peared to impute it to his affection, and after a 
long scrutiny convinced himself that her resem- 
blance to the Hungarian beauty was most perfect ; 
but that their features, though apparently cast in 
the same mould, were animated by a very dilTer- 
ent expression, and that the humble and submis- 
sive air of his gentle countess was far more pleas- 
ing than the assured and confident demeanour o£ 
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his friend's raastress. By degrees evefty trace of 
his £&naer doubts and jealousy was completely ol>» 
literated y he gave way to his fondness^ which was 
jretiurned with much seeming sincerity j and, after 
passing the night in the tower, rose in the morning 
full of confidence in the fideUty of a wife whom 
he was on the point of losing for ever. 

No sooner bad he quitted her to go to morning 
prayers than the knight again conducted her to his 
own house, and again dressed her in the habit of 
the preceding day. A ship had been long ready 
for him in the harbour, and had received on board, 
during the night, the whole of his effects. The 
lady therefore being properly di^uised, he hastened 
to church, and, when mass was over, accosting 
the earl, requested that he would kindly assist at 
the ceremony of his marriage to his leman, to 
whom he wished to be solenmly united before his 
departure, which, the wind being now fair, he 
was unwilling to delay. The earl readily con- 
sented, and dispatched two officers to the knight's 
house to conduct the lady to church, whilst he 
conversed with his friend on the state of the 
country, and on the measures which would be re- 
quisite to insure its future prosperity. The mar* 
riage ceremony was performed with due solemnity, 
the earl acting as sponsor 5 after which they march* 
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ed in procession to the sea-side^ where the un- 
suspecting husband^ tal^ng his wife by the hand^ 
assisted her in climbing the side of the vessel, 
and, when on board, publiclj presented her to the. 
knigl^t as his bride, and recommended her to hi» 
love and protection. He then took his leave and 
returned to the city ; the anchor was weighed, 
the sails filled, and a brisk and &vourable gale 
speedily carried the lovers to their place of destina- 
tion, leaving the husband to lament at leisure their 
treachery and his disappointment. 

Maxentius ended this tale, as he had begun it, 
with the assurance that Florentin would on the 
following day recover his speech ; the intelligence 
was instantly conveyed throughout the whole city 5 
and Diocletian, who loved a prophecy almost as 
much as a story, participated in a still higher de« 
gree than any of his subjects in the general curi« 
osity. The empress, had she been provided with 
any number of additional tales, would have found 
it no longer practicable to excite his attention. He 
rose at the dawn of day, and, after hearing mass, 
proceeded to the council-ch^imber attended by his 
peers, by the Seven Wise Masters, and by a 
crowd of burgesses. Shortly after, his son was 
brought up^ decently dressed, but pale, weak^ 
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and emaciated -, and, after saluting his father with 
due respect, addressed him- to this effect : " Your 
wife, sir, is a very wicked woman, and moreover 
a sorceress. She cast a spell, on my arrival at 
your court, in virtue of which, had I opened my 
lips before the expiration of seven days, I should 
have instantly died, and my excellent preceptors 
would have been sacrificed to her malice. All 
this I fortunately found recorded in the moon and 
stars. Had I not taken the precautions which 
have now saved my life, you would have treated 
me as a father in this neighbourhood once treated 
his son who was predestined to surpass him in 
wealth and power/* " Dear son ! " replied the 
emperor, " thy words delight me ! Each of thy 
preceptors has told me a story in thy behalf, and I 
now find that thou also art provided with one of 
these agreeable narratives, which I shall doubtless 
admire beyond the best of theirs. I therefore 
charge thee, as thou vainest ray blessing, to relate 
it.*' The prince bowed, and immediately began 
tlie story of 

THE RAVENS. 

At a sea-port to the westward of this city lived, 
some time since, a merchant who by numerous 
voyages had acquired a princely fortune, and who. 
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preserving a taste for his early profession,, fre- 
quently amused himself dunng the summer by 
sailing from island to island. He had an only son^ 
to whom he had given an excellent education 5 
and the young man, though only fifteen years old, 
had so far penetrated into the most difficult secrets 
of nature as to have acquired the languages of 
birds. One day, while the father and son were 
sailing ia a new and favourite vessel, a pair of 
ravens continued for some time to flutter over 
their heads, occasionally settling on the masts or 
in the shrouds, and croaking so incessantly that 
the old merchant was much disturbed and almost 
deafened by their noise. " I wish,*' cried he, 
'* since I cannot silence those vile birds, that I 
could at least discover the subject of their dis- 
course ! ** " That," replied the son, " is addressed 
to me ) they have been telling my fortune, and * 
they assure me that I shall one day be much richer 
and more powerful than thou art, and that a time 
will come when thou shalt be happy to support the 
sleeve of my cloak whilst I am washing -, and that 
my mother will be proud of holding the towel 
to wipe my hands/* " Indeed ! ** exclaimed tlie 
father. '^ Art tliou so discontented and ambi- 
tious } But I will soon try whether the croakers are 
pot mistaken in their prophecy ! ** With these 
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words he suddenly caught the youth round the 
waist^ and threw him headlong into the sea 5 after 
which he altered his course^ and^ still boiling 
with indignation^ sailed back to port. 

The youth was fortunately an expert swimmer^ 
and^ seeing an island at some distance^ exerted 
himself so effectually that by the blessing of Pro- 
Tidence he at length reached the shore. But the 
island was uninhabited^ and during four days 
which he passed on it he was unable to procure 
a morsel of food j yet he had the consolation of 
receiving assurances, from different sorts of birds 
who frequented the island, that his trial would be 
short, and that Providence would ultimately re- 
ward him for his sufferings. On the fifth day 
he discovered a fisherman in his boat, and had the 
good fortune to attract his attention. He now 
partook of the poor man's provisions ; but his en- 
tertainer, having no means of supporting him in 
future, had no sooner conveyed him to land than 
be sold him to a certain lord who was steward to 
the king of the country. 

This monarch, with whose name and dominions 
we are unacquainted, was at that time tormented 
by a very singular misfortune. Three ravens 
thought fit to become his constant companions. 
Whilst he was in the field pursuing his amuse<r 
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tnents^ they fluttered over his head^ and croaked 
so loudly and incessantly that the poor king was 
almost stunned by their shrieks. If he retired to 
his palace they established themselves near his 
window^ and continued to distract him. It was in 
vain that he changed his lodging from room to 
room or from palace to palace; his quick-sighted 
and winged adversaries were always at hand. 
Their lungs were indefatigable, and their bodies 
c^paared to be invulnerable. 

The king in no place might have peace. 
For of their noise would they nought cease, 
Nowther for bow ne for sling 5 
No man might them away bring. 

Vast rewards had been offered for their destruc- 
tion 3 the king was even willing to bestow the hand 
of his only daughter, with half of his kingdom 
as a dower, on the person who could release him 
from his importunate and clamorous companions. 
At length he determined to convoke a solemn 
parliament of all his nobles and wise men. If he 
could obtain no relief from his torment, it would 
be some alleviation to talk about it. 

During this time the merchant's son was be- 
come the favourite slave of the king's steward. 
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and, having heard the reasons for summoning th« 
convention, obtained permission to accompany his 
master for the purpose of beholding the solemnity. 
The monarch made a long and eloquent speech, 
described very pathetically the discomfort of hear- 
ing at every moment of the day three hoarse 
voices which were perfectly unintelligible, and 
concluded by offering the hand of his daughter 
and a participation of the sovereignty to him who 
could relieve him from his distress. But his coun-< 
sellors were silent. The archives of that country 
did not afford a single case in point, and it ap- 
peared that no ravens, since the establishment of 
the monarchy, had hitherto attempted to molest 
the tranquillity of the throne. 

The youth now assured his master, in a whisper, 
that he was able to unravel this mystery, and was 
ready to do so on receiving from the king a solemn 
assurance that the reward should not be withheld > 
and the steward having announced this proposal, 
the king bound himself by oath, before the as- 
sembly, to perform the conditions. '* Sir," said 
the youth, *' the two ravens who sit together and 
appear to be engaged in constant dispute, are two 
males ; and tlie subject of their altercation is that 
old female who sits apart and is generally silent» 
though »he sometimes takes her share witli con- 
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fiderable acrimony. The elder of the two dispu- 
tants was originally her mate ; but during a year 
when corn was extremely scarce he considered her 
maintenance as too troublesome, and abandoned 
her. She would probably have perished, but for 
the attentions of the younger raven, who fed her 
during the time of famine, and has continued to 
prove to her his tender attachment. The old 
raven has since become once more enamoured of 
her charms, such as they are, and insists upon re- 
newing his former engagement ; but neither his 
old mistress nor his young rival will consent to his 
claim. Hence their incessant clamour. They 
have however agreed that the matter shall be de- 
cided by your majesty, whose wisdom and equity 
are well known to them, and who, they are con- 
fident, will bestow on this very intricate dispute 
all the attention which it merits. When you shall 
have pronounced sentence they will immediately 
quit your court and retire into the forest." 

The king, rejoiced at the prospect of recovering 
his tranquillity, and willing to merit the good 
opinion of the ravens, referred the cause to his 
parliament, where it was discussed with due so- 
lemnity ^ after which, being satisfied with their 
sentence, he stood up and published his award, 
*' that the old raven should forego all future claim 
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to his first mate^ for whom he had shown himself 
deficient in affection by quitting her in the year of 
famine^ and that she should become the lawful 
miate of the young petitioner, whose love and con-* 
ttancy were highly laudable.** Scarcely had he 
pronounced these words when the old raven> 
uttering a furious scream, flew off with gr6at 
velocity, and the happy couple, after expressing a% 
well as they could their gratitude to their royal 
judge, departed in an opposite direction. 

The youth now received the hand of the princess 
amidst the applauses of the whole council, who 
were much pleased with his sagacity ; his bride 
was overjoyed at being imited to a husband who 
was young and handsome 3 and the old king, who 
retained an involuntary dread of the whole 
feathered creation, reflected with great delight, 
that under the protection of such a son-in-law he 
might henceforth sleep in peace even in the midst 
of an aviary. 

The happiness of this child of fortune was now 
complete 5 yet he could not help feeling a strong 
desire to behold once more his mother, who had 
always treated him with kindness, and even the 
father who had so unjustly throwti him into the 
sea. Whilst he was devising means of seeing 
ihem, a vision infomoed him that, being reduced 
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tD poverty^ and ashamed of remaining amongst 
the witnesses of their former opulence^ they had 
lately sought an obscure retreat in the very city 
which was now under his government. Thus in- 
formed^ he dispatched two seijeants with orders 
to find out the strangers^ and to announce to them 
that the prince of the country had heard of their 
arrival, and intended to dine with them on the 
following day. Tlie astonished couple made the 
best preparations in their power for the reception 
of their royal visitant, and, when the table was 
prepared, presented him with water to wash 5 the 
husband supporting with great respect and humility 
the long sleeve of his cloak, while the wife pre- 
sented the towel. Thus was fulfilled the original 
prophecy of the ravens, which the son immediately 
recalled to his father's recollection. The old 
merchant, who thought himself devoted to instant 
death, turned pale imd trembled 3 but the prince, 
having embraced his parents, ordered them to be 
lodged with him in the palace, and during the re- 
mainder of their lives continued to cherish them 
with imceasing duty and affection. 

Florcntin, having concluded his tale, proceeded 
to relate tlie crimes of the empress, who, on 
being confronted with him, confessed the truth of 

VOL. III. H 
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die accusation. Diocletian therefore ordered her 
to immediate execution ; and his subjects of all 
ranks applauded the justice of the sentence— 

Her feet they yes/ unto her swWe*, 
And let her flie in middes the fire ; 
Thus was tlie lady*s ending day^ 
And thus was she quit hQrjoumee-\, 
The child lived with great honour. 
And after his father was emperour. 
And led his life with workes wise. 
And ended seyn J in Goddes service. 
ThuS'gate\ endeth all this thing. 
Jesu grant us his blessing ! 

* fastened to her neck. \ day's work, enterprise. 
\ since. in this way. 
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Hiit very general title is intended to comprise all those 
romances which do not naturally find a place in some 
of the preceding classes. As the different pieces are 
far from being of equal merit ^ or of equal antiquity y 
they do not seem to require any general introduction, 
A short notice prefixed to each will point out the 
MSS, or printed copies which have been consulted. 



H 2 



FLORICE 



AND 



BLAUNCHEFLOUR. 



1 HIS romance is usually supposed to be of Spa- 
nish origin. The earliest edition of it noticed in 
Percel, Bibl. des Rom. is entitled " Flores y 
Blancaflor^ in 4to. en Alcala 1512 5" of which a 
French translation was^ not long after^ published^ 
with the title *' Histoire amoureuse de Flores et 
de Blanchefleur^ traduite de TEspagnol par Jacques 
Vincent, in 8vo. Paris 1554," and Lyon 1571. 
This was the ground- work of the elegant compen- 
dium published by M. le Comte de Tressan, 
who, in a short introduction, expresses his belief 
that the Spanish metrical romance was written 
about the beginning of the ninth century ! sl sup- 
position too extravagant to require refutation. We 
may be almost certain that the Spanish poem is 
nothing more than a translation or imitation of a 
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French metrical romance^ compbsed probably in 
the 13th century^ and rendered into English in 
the early part of the 14th 5 a copy of the latter 
being still extant in the Auchinleck MS. It is in 
a very imperfect state, consisting of 850 lines 
only, which probably formed little more than half 
of the entire poem ; but as it agrees very exactly 
with M. de Tressan*s abfidgvaeat, I have made 
use of that work* for the purpose of completing 
the story. 



During the time that the Emperors of the 
West continued to hold their court at Rome, ono 
of them had a nephew named Prince Perse, pre* 
sumptive heir to his throne, and ^eady possessed 
of large domains in Italy, whoa hk eoaduet had 
^o much endeared to his subj^ts. that they unani- 
mously wished to see his. virtues transmitted to 
a new generation, and eagerly promoted hia unios 
with the beautifiil Topase, daughter of the duke of 
Ferrara, and niece to the duke of Milan, at whose 

• It 18 proper to apprise the reader^ that in borrowing 
my materials from M. de Tressan I have been far from 
wishing to imitate the graces of his style, which would 
have very ill accorded with the remainder of the narra* 
tivc. 
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court she had been carefully educated. Topase 
had herself some pretensions to the imperial 
thione^ so that the noble &milies on both sides 
were well disposed, from political considerations^ 
to promote the match; and the young persons 
haring been seized at their first meeting with an 
hresistible passion for each other^ the marri^e 
was shortly concluded^ and they received the nup- 
tial benediction from the hands of the Pope> toge- 
ther with a profusion of indulgences, consecrated 
rosaries, and relics. 

Nothing could exceed the delight of this charm* 
hg couple during the first three weeks that follow* 
ed the celebration of their nuptials. But prince 
Perse was of a warm and impetuous disposition $ 
the &ir Topase was no less so ; and scarcely were 
the usual festivities attendant on such a union at an 
end, when they both became so impatient for the 
Imth of a diild, that the day was scarcely long 
enough for their dei^otions, their alms, their visits 
to the seven churches of Rome, and the propitiatory 
ceremonies by which they attempted to procure 
the intercession of tlie most popular saints and 
most efficacious relics in Rome : yet neither saints 
nor relics thought fit to produce the pregnancy of 
Topase. 

The bride and bridegroom were almost in de- 
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spair^ when a pious Spaniard observed to them 
that they bad neglected to request the assistance of 
one saints whose credit in heaven was so great that 
he had never yet met with a refusal* This was 
St. James. Prince Perse^ resolved to repair his 
neglect, made a solemn vow, that, if the great ob- 
ject of his wishes could be accomplished, he would 
instantly undertake, together with his wife, a pil- 
grimage to the shrine of St. James at Compostdla. 
This fatal compact with the saint produced its ef- 
fect. On the following night an angel appeared 
in a dream to Perse and to Topase; informed them 
that their wishes would be gratified ; but at the 
same time obscurely foretold a sad series of calami- 
ties which menaced them in consequence of their 
impatience in desiring to anticipate the designs of 
Providence. Both were much starded by this ter- 
rible vision : but at their age disagreeable impres- 
sions are soon effaced ; and as the apostie faithfully 
kept his promise, they proceeded to fulfil their en- 
gagement, took leave of the emperor, and with- 
out any attendants set off for Galicla. 

At this time tiie kings of Galicia and of Portu- 
gal, both of whom were Christians, and tributary 
to the Saracen king of Murcia, had entered into a 
league to shake off the Mahometan yoke ; and nt 
the very moment when our pilgrims etitered Gali- 
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da; the Saracen prince, whose name was Felix^ 
incensed at this insolence of his vassals, had sent 
his troops against the allies with orders to lay ^^^aste 
the country, to destroy all the male inhabitants/ 
and to carry into captivity the women and chil- 
dren. 

Prince Perse and his charming Topase, uncon* 
•cious of the danger which awaited them, faint 
with heat, and fatigued by their long journey, 
were reposing themselves at the entrance of a fo^ 
rest, when the Saracen troops rushed upon them; 
and instantly murdered the unhappy prince in the 
arms of his wife, who, on waking, found herself 
covered with his blood. The officer who com- 
manded the division, astonished at the beauty and 
majestic appearance of the fair pilgrim, conveyed 
her immediately to Felix, who compassionating 
her youth and distress, ordered one of his principal 
officers to conduct her to his queen, to whom he 
related in a letter the calamity which had befallen 
her, at the same time requesting that the lovely 
captive might receive every alleviation of her mi- 
seiy which the compassionate kindness of a royal 
mistress could bestow. 

The queen of Murcia was of the same age, and 
nearly as beautiful as Topase : she therefore readily 
sympathized in the sorrows of so youiig a nooumer. 
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and treated ber with such attentive kindness as 
shortly obtained her entire confidence^ and drew 
from her a disclosure kA her real name and nuik> 
and of the motives which had produced her fatal 
pilgrims^e to Galicia. From this moment the 
names of mistress and slave were abolished between 
them I they became inseparable friends; they slept 
in the same chamber 5 and the queen^ who was also 
pr^nant^ assured her dear Topase that their diil* 
dren should be educated together under her own 
^yes> and be taught from the beginning to cherish 
those sentiments of affection for each other which 
imited the hearts of their parents. 

The two princesses were delivered on the same 
day> which was that of Palm-Sunday* llie Christ 
tian subjects of Felix were indulged in the liberty 
of celebrating publicly their principal festivals^ so 
that palm-leaves interwoven with garlands of 
flowers were exhibited in all the streets^ and even 
within the walls of the palace 5 and the young 
queen^ in allusion to die day> which she considered 
as the festival of flowers^ directed that her infant 
son should take the name of Florice^ and that the 
daughter of her friend Topase should bear that of 
Blanchefleur. 

But scarcely had this unfortunate mother brought 
^r daughter into the worlds when the image of 
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her mtttdtred hudnod^ recnning in all its liorrors 
to iKf imagiQatioB, entirely overcame the powers 
•f ^ sktady weakened bj sickness and misery. 
He qneen, m hopes of consoling and reviving 
ker, earned the two children to be brought to her ; 
hot the fiunting T(^mse« at the sight o( her infant, 
whose &aturc»pamfblly recalled to her those of iti 
fiitfaer, began to shed tears in such abundance that 
iheynesrfy JUled a saucer which was accideniaily 
fhoei keside her. Then stretehing out her arms 
to the diild, she exclaimed '' O my daughter ! 
■tie rEsmnant of my fermer happiness^ receive from 
thy mother the only present which it is in her 
power to bestow ! May these tears serve as the wa« 
ter of thy baptism^ and bestow on thee the blqssed 
cbaracter of duistianity !*' With these words she 
poured on the head of the infant the contents of 
the saucer^ pronouncing at the same time tlie 
words of the sacred ceremony ; conjured the queen, 
as a last &vour, that she would permit the child 
to be instructed in the principles of the holy reli* 
gion to whidx she had just devoted it ; and, having 
applied her hps to the hand of her friend and be* 
ne&ctress, uttered a faint scream, raised her eyes 
to heaven, and expired. 

Blanchefleur, of course, was unconscious of the 
loss of her parent Educated, together with Flo« 
7 
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rice, under the eyes of the queen^ and treated by 
her with the utmost tenderness^ she naturall/ 
considered his mother as her own^ and loved him 
with the afiection of a sister. She acquired with 
facility all the accomplishments which were suit- 
able to her sex} while he, by an imcommon ad- 
dress in all his exercises, announced the future 
prowess of a perfect knight, and early displayed 
the gallantry and tenderness of that character by 
his anxiety to obtain the applause, and to secure 
the affections, of his charming foster- sist^. 

Mohady, a famous mollah, well-instructed in 
the tenets of the Mahometan religion, and zealous 
for its success, was chosen as the preceptor of the 
young prince, and was much scandalised at find- 
ing that the image of Blanchefieur was for ever 
standing in the way of the .ideas which he was so-r 
licitous to inculcate. Florice, though full of re- 
spect for the faith of his parents, could not be per- 
suaded that the religion of Blanchefieur was ab- 
surd ; and was still less disposed to believe that the 
houris of Mahomet*s paradise could be either 
more beautiful or more amiable than the charming 
girl whom he had loved from his cradle. Mohady 
stormed, and complained to the queen, who 
laughed at his remonstrances : but Felix was more 
tractable; and the zealous mollah succeeded in 
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convincing him that it woald be . expedient to re- 
move Florice from his female companion^ and to 
send him to the court of his uicle the king of Al- 
garva^ who resided at Montorio^ for the comple- 
tioQ of his studies. 

The young prince was almost in despair when he 
heard that he was under the necessity of submit- 
ting to this dreadfiil banishment. But his &ther 
represented to him that his superior rank demand- 
ed from him superior excellence; and that the 
stem laws of chivalry imperiously required from 
the candidate for its honours that he should have 
been disciplined to hardships^ and early removed 
from the indulgence of the paternal roof. '* Go, 
&ir son," said he 5 '* go in quest of glory 5 go, 
that thy name may be renowned 3" the queen 
added^ ** and that thou mayest deserve and obtain 
thy mistress !" The last exhortation determined 
florice, who was of opinion that the lover pf 
Blanehefleur ought to be peerless in valour and in 
courtesy \ so that he consented to depart for Mon- 
torio : but though the preparations for his journey 
were already made, he could not consent to go 
till he had taken leave of the charming Blanehe- 
fleur, and convinced her of the regret with which 
he tore himself from her. She expressed, with 
tiie most winning simplicity, her affection and her 
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forrow ; and cfarawing from her finger 4 ni^ con^ 
(ainhig a smaU talttmaB, '' flnrice/' idd dn^ 
'' accept this as a pledge of onr anfnal loviei 
look cm it evcTf dj^; if then aeert its liril&DK|r 
tarnished, it is a sign that my IkkarwfWbwif 
is in danger. But obey the ocders of thy firther ; 
I doubt not thy constancy nordiy leadineSBto asiiift 
me when it shall he neoesssy." The approadk «f 
Felix prevented any farther couFecsatioo. 

Hie arrival xji the young prince wis cddbcated 
at Montorio by the most spAeDdid festrrals add 
toomaments, from "wtadx however he leoeived 00 
satis£u:tion. He had submitted to banish himself 
from all that rendered life i^reeable, but habit 
could not reconcile him to exile. His only amuses 
ment was to cultivate a small garden^ in which hf$ 
had disposed borders of white fiowecs, so as to 
trace out the initials- of his mistresses name 5 hect 
at day-break he used to c^nt some cou^^ts wfaSdi 
he had composed in her honour*} and here he 
was one day surprised by Mohady^ at a momeat 
when, in his anxiety to obtain the hand of iBbo^ 

* The verses which M. de Tressan has put iato the 
mouth of Flores are very elegant, and have been with 
equal elegance translated by the late Mr. Way. They are 
to be found in the second vohnne of fait Fal^nx, 
p. 986. 
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chefleor^ he breathed a prayer to the God of thtt 
Christtaos as his most powerful intercessor. 

Mohady became fbrkms. He instantly dis« 
patched, by a confidential messenger, a letter to 
Fdix, in which he stated the necessity of sepa- 
rating Blancheflenr for ever from her lover, whose 
seal for the Mahometan &ith was on the point of 
yielding to his afibction for that dangerous beauty. 
A second letter, addressed to Ajoub, principal 
Iman of the great mosque, related all the circum- 
stances which had passed* and uiged that priest, 
as he valued the interests of religion, to contrive, 
by some means or other, the destruction of Bian- 
diefleur. 

Felix, proud of his descent irora Omar, and a 
bigot fiom education, was well disposed to comply 
with the request of Mohady, but was unable to 
devise a pretext for his conduct, when Ajoub fiir* 
nished him^with it. Blanchefleur was in the ha« 
bit of raising poultry, with which she sometimes 
supplied the royal table ; and the wicked Ajoub, 
having bribed a servant to convey some potsoa into 
the body of a diicken which she had sent to the 
king, accused her of an intention to destroy her 
former protector, and supported the charge so 
powerfully by his influence with the judges, that 
the innocent victim of his malice was unanimously 



118 £LORICE AKD BLAUNCHEFLCTUR* 

condemned to suffer deaths unless she should find, 
before the day of execution^ a knight who should 
venture to assert her innocence. 

Whilst this was passing in the court of the king 
of Murcia^ an event took place at Montorio, 
which awakened Florice from the apathy and in- 
difference into which the absence of his mistress 
had plunged him. Two Moorish knights, who 
had signalised themseWes by a aeries of adventures 
in Africa, arrived in the country of Algarva, and 
dispatched a herald to the court of the king, re- 
proaching him with having degenerated from the 
valour of the original Arabs^ and defying his best 
knights to a trial of their prowess. The challenge 
was accepted -, two knights were deputed to chas- 
tise the insolence of these strangers, but they 
failed to return; two more were sent j but, as 
they also disappeared, the warriors of Montorio 
became less anxious to encounter the unknown 
champions, and on the third day the herald re- 
peated his message without exciting much impa- 
tience in his hearers. But Florice was now pre- 
sent, and addressing himself to the herald, '^ Re- 
turn,** said he, *' to thy masters, and say, that 
the courtesy and gallantry which reign in this 
court are the best pledges for the courage and ho- 
nour of its knights. Say. too that I am prepared 
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singly to attack thy two champions^ and to punish 
their audacity.*' 

The prince now tlirew himself at the feet of his 
tincle, requesting the honour of being immediately 
knighted^ that he might encounter these Arabs of 
the Desert^ and prove to them that he was no un- 
worthy descendant of the illustrious Kaled. The 
king jojriully performed the ceremony, dressed 
.him in his own armour, and put into his hands the, 
tictorious sword of Kaled, which he had cs^refully 
t>reserved in his treasury. A superb Moorish 
courser was then presented to him: he vaulted 
itito the saddle, and shortly arrived at the tents of 
his antagonists. 

The two knights, though little skilled in cour- 
tesy, had however too much honour to unite in 
attacking a single adversary, and presented them- 
selves in succession. Th6 first assailant broke his 
lance against the shield of Florice, and was him- 
self thrown to the ground. The second resisted 
the shock, and was not overcome till after a long 
and obstinate conflict ; but the youth and activity 
of Florice at length prevailed ; and the generosity 
With which he used his victory having gained the 
esteem and admiration of both his enemies, they 
willingly proceeded with him to liberate their pri- 
•ODers, and promised to confess before all the 
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ladies of Montorio, that the courtesy inspired by 
their charms tends to exalt and improve all the 
virtues of chivalry. 

At the moment when Plorice was enjoying his 
victory, the whole glory of which he secretly at- 
tributed to his lovely mistress^ and was stooping 
to kiss the talisman^ which he had received as the 
pledge of her affection, he beheld with horror and 
surprise its blackened and opake surface, which 
appeared to exhibit an appearance of smoke, with 
occasional flashes of flame. He shuddered, turn- 
ed pale, uttered an exclamation of horror, burst 
from the arms of his new friends, rushed to his 
horse, sprung into the saddle, and disappeared in 
an instant. 

Having proceeded, without stopping, during the 
whole of tliat day and of the following night, he 
arrived at day-break at the capital of Murcia, and> 
concealing himself behind a turret till the gates 
were opened, entered the city unperceived. Al- 
ready a string of carts loaded with wood began 
to move through the streets, preceded by troops, 
and by executioners carrying torches. In the rear 
of the procession was a waggon bearing a female 
covered with a black veil and loaded with chains ^ 
a cadi bearing a long scroll marched behind; 
and a second troop of armed men closed th*. 
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tnarch. Floric^> agdin surveying his talisman^ 
perceived it to be more clouded than ever. He 
lowered the vizor of his helmet^ rode up to the 
waggon^ and with a faltering voice exclaimed^ 
Wlio are you?" " Ah!'* replied the female^ 
I call to witness my Ggd and my Redeemer that 
Blanchefleur is not guilty !" The voice pierced 
his soul. Drawing his sword^ and threatening 
with instant death the first man who should disobey 
his commands> he ordered the escort to stop ; and 
having questioned the cadi, and learnt from him 
the atrocious calumny preferred against his mis- 
tress, he exclaimed, '' Traitor Ajoub I be it my 
task to confound and punish thee, and to succour 
unprotected innocence ! Go, cadi, say to Felix 
that an unknown knight demands surety in his 
court, and presents himself to defend Blanche- 
£eur, and to fight hef accusers." 

The laws of chivalry imposed upon Felix the 
necessity of ordering the combat 5 he therefore 
sent for Ajoub, and communicated to him the de- 
fiance. Ajoub was neither of an age nor of a pro- 
fession suited to a champion 3 but he had a son, 
not less ferocious than himself, whose giant size 
and. strength had already raised him to a consider- 
able command in the armies of Felix, and^ho 
readily undertook to support his father's quarreL 

1 2 
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The lists were soon prepared. The son of Ajoub 
threw down his gauntlet^ and repeated aloud the 
accusation against Blanchefleur^ while Florice ex- 
claimed^ '' Traitor, thou liest itt- thy throat ! be* 
hold me ready to maintain my assertion." A fire 
was immediately kindled at the extremity of the 
lists ; two waggons, in one of which was placed 
Ajoub and in the other Blanchefleur, stood togei* 
ther on the outside of the barriers, and the whole 
space was surrounded by a numerous guard of 
soldiers. 

The two champions advanced from the opposite 
extremities, conducted by their sponsors. That 
of Florice was a young knight named Selim, wha 
had recognised the prince under his disguise, and 
had demanded permission to attend him. The 
judge of the tournament then gave the signal 5 and 
the combatants, having shattered their lances, 
drew their swords, and began the mortal <:onflict. 
Florice, with great coolness, parried the blows of 
his adversary, and patiently waited for the most 
^vourable moment of making his attack 5 but his 
horse, having received a wound in the neck, be-> 
came ungovernable, and bore him, in spite of hi» 
efforts, to the very edge of the lists where stood 
the waggons. Blanchefleur, drawing aside her 
veil, cried out, " Ah, Florice ! why art not thoa 



PLORICB AMD BLACNCHEFLOUR. 117 

fiOD^ to assist me ?'* whilst the son of Ajoab^ re- 
dqubling his blows^ anticipated an easy victory. 
Sat the scene was quickly changed* The prince^ 
determined to relieve the alarms of his mistress, 
exerted 'his whole powers : every^ stroke of his 
sword was folk)wed by torrents of blood 5 his arm 
seemed to move with the rapidity of lightning, and 
his ^adversary was already covered with wounds ; 
whenFlorice, putting up a short prayer to the 
God of die Christians, aimed a terrible blow at 
the unwieldy son of Ajoub, which separated his 
head from his body. The father at the same mo- 
otent springing from the hands of his guards, 
rushed towards the prince, who, with another 
blow, sent his head to accompany that of his son. 
A thposand voices at once proclaimed the inno- 
cence of Blanchefleur, who was borne in triumph 
to the queen, at the same time that a young slave 
of Ajoub, throwing himself at the feet of Felix, 
confessed that he had prepared by his master's or- 
ders the poisoned chicken 5 upon which the body 
of the atrocious Iman was immediately consigned 
to the flames. 

The triumph of innocence was now complete 5 
but Florice, aware of the dangers which might at- 
tend a longer stay in his father's capital, having 
kissed the hands of the king and queen as well as 
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of Blanchefleur^ expressed by signs his gratitude 
to the ^thful Selim^ and, setting spurs to his 
horse> immediately quitted the city and plunged 
into the forest. Selim then explained to Blan« 
chefleur, who scarcely dared to hope that her 
lover had been her deliverer, the reasons which 
had necessitated his immediate departure, and 
promised to go and join his master, for the pur- 
pose of concerting with him the most probable 
means of securing their future correspondence. 

Florice returned with as much speed as pos- 
sible to Montorio, where he found his uncle not 
a little alarmed by his absence. His bloody ar- 
mour and wounded horse exhibited proofs of his 
having found an opportunity of signalizing his va- 
lour 5 but as he persisted in refusing to relate his 
adventure, his uncle abstained from harassing him 
with useless inquiries, and satisfied himself with 
expressing the most unfeigned joy at his return. 

But the constant anxiety which preyed upon the 
mind of Florice soon affected his health, and pro- 
duced a dangerous fever, Spain at that time pos*. 
sessed the best physicians in Europe j and the sutr 
tan of Algarva having procured for his nephew the 
assistance of the celebrated Averro6s, who resided 
pt the court of Cordova, that able man, after re* 
Jievipg the worst symptoms pf the complaint, suct 
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ce6ded in discovering, and related to the sultan^ the 
real cause of the disease. The sultan^ anxious 
for the recovery of his nephew, immediately 
wrote to the king of Murcia a most pressing let- 
ter, in which he conjured him to send to his 
court the beautiful Blanchefleur^ but this kind 
measure produced an effect the most opposite to 
his intentions. Felix, far less an^us for the hap- 
piness or even for the health than for the religious 
tenets of his son, determined to follow without 
loss of time the advice of Mohady 5 and, for the 
purpose of insuring the final separation of Florice 
and Blanchefleur, ordered the unfortunate girl to 
be seized and carried off to the port of Cartha- 
gena, where she was sold as a slave to some Greek 
merchants, who were then ready to set sail for 
Alexandria. The merchants, rejoiced at obtain- 
ing such a prey, instantly embarked with her, 
and, the wind being fair, soon landed witli her 
in Egypt. 

, The queen of Murcia, justly indignant at the 
insult offered to herself, in seizing as a prisoner 
any one so inmiediately under her protection, but 
much more incensed at the cruelty of her hus- 
band to the two persons who were most dear to 
ber, overwhelmed Felix with reproaches. But 
it was too late ; and the crime was accomplished. 
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Selim flew to acquaint Florice with his misfoPr 
tune i and the prince^ who was already informed 
by his ring of sonie impending mischief^ instantly 
took horse^ and^ hastening home^ was mysteri- 
ously introduced by Selim to the queen*s apartr 
ment. 

However unwilling to risk a long separation 
from her son, this tender tnother could not disap- 
prove of his departure in search of Blanchefleur. 
She therefore embraced him, gave him her bless- 
ing *, and drawing a ring from her finger, '* Have 
now, lief son,,** said she *' this ring. Whilst thou 
preservest it, neither fire shall bum, nor water 
drown, nor weapon injure thee, and all thy wants 
shall be instaptly, supplied." Florice having grate- 
fully accepted the ring took a tender leave of hife 
motlier, and before day-break set off with Selim 
for Carthagena. 

Though disguised as merchants, the young 
prince and his chamberlain travelled with consf- 
derable magnificence ; and, being arrived at the 
port, took up their lodging in one of the principal 
houses in the city, where they were served with 
great deference and respectji and occupied th§ 
principal seats at table. 

• Here begins the metrical fragment. 
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All that therin were 

All they maden glad cheer 3 

And ate and dronk each one with other : 

Ac Florice thought all another. 

Eat ne drmk ne might he nought^ 

On Blanchefleur was all his thought. 

The ^ir of grandeur which distinguished hinij, 
3nd the settled melancholy of his demeanour, soon 
attracted the eyes and awakened the curiosity of 
his hostess, who began, by observing to her husr 
band that the elegant stranger was certainly no 
pierchant ; and, finding her remark disregarded, 
addressed her discourse to Florice himself: 

" Child, full of mourning I thee see ; 
" Thus sat herein, this enderdai*, 
" Blanqheflour, that fair may, 
'' Here in was that maiden bought, 
' '' And over the sea she was y-brought— « 
" To Babiloyne they will her bring, 
*^ And sell her to Kaiser other to king. 
^^ Thou art alike her of all thing ; 
^' Of semblant, and of mourning ; 
f^ But thou art a man, and she is a maid :** 
Thus the wife to Florice said. 

* other day, • 



t€ 
t€ 

tc 



122 rLORICE AND BLAUNCHEFLOUK. 

Tho Florice heard his leman neven*. 
So blithe he was of that Steven^, 
That his heart became all light. 
A cup of gold he let fill right ; 
Dame," he said, " this haill% is thine. 
Both the gold and the wine 3 
Both the gold and the wine eke. 
For thou of my leman speak : 
On her I thought, for her I fight. 
And, wist I where her find I might, 
*' Tho should no weather me assoine §, 
" That I ne shal her seek at Babiloine." 

The travellers passed only one night at Carthage- 
na, and, embarking next morning with a favourable 
wind, shortly arrived in Africa, where the prince, 
*' on reaching the land where bis leman resided, 
thought himself in Paradise." He could not, at 
first, discover any traces of his mistress } but he 
was told that the amiral of Babylon had proclaim- 
ed a magnificent festival, and he thought it cer- 
tain that at such a festival he must discover, 
or receive intelligence about, the peerless Blanche- 
fleur. 

On his way to Babylon he reached another fair 
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clty^ where the host and hostess were no lesg 
courteous than those of Carthagena, and again 
acquired the certainty that his pursuit was properly 
directed. Here, too, whilst he sat at a repast 
which his grief of mind prevented him from 
tastmg^ 

Then spoke the loverd of that inn. 
" Thus sat, this other day, herein, 
^ That faire maid Blancheflour. 
*' Both in hall, and eke in bower, 
'' Ever she made mourning cheer, 
^* And hemente* Florice her lief sire. 
*' Joy ne bliss ne had she none, 
*' Ac on Florice was all her moan." 

Florice het-\ a cup of silver white. 

And a mantle of Scarlett 

Y'panned all with menivereXf 

And gave his hostess there. 
'* Have this," he said, '' to thine honour, 
'' And thou it might thank Blancheflour." 

He then proceeded to question his host and 
hostess, and was told that his mistress had cer- 
tainly been purchased by the amiral of Babylon ; 

• bemoaned. f took. 

J lined with meniver, (menu vair, Fr.) or gr^y fur. 
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that he had paid for her three shekels full of gold ; 
and that all who had witnessed her incomparable 
beaaty were persuaded that she was destined to be 
Lis queen. 

Florice, after passing a sleepless night, deter- 
mined before his departure to ask the advice of his 
kind host concerning the most practicable means 
of obtaining an introduction to Blanchefleur 5 but 
the good man had already told all that he knew, 
and could only advise him to consult a friend of his 
who dwelt by the side of a bridge on the road to 
Babylon, and at a short distance from that city. 
At the same time he drew from his finger a ring, 
which, he said, would serve as an introduction to 
his friend : and the prince, having thankftdly ac- 
cepted the ring, and rewarded his host with a mag- 
nificent present, proceeded on his journey. 

The burgess to whom he was addressed, and 
whose hgspitable mansion was pointed out by the 
bridge, was named Dayre. He was a man of 
great wealth and politeness, and having beheld the 
ring which the prince brought witli him as a token, 
entertained him sumptuously, and offered his best 
assistance to relieve him from the anguish which 
seemed to prey upon his spirits. Florice, thus 
encouraged, revealed to him the secret of his 
birth, informed him of his passion for Blanche- 
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fleur, related tq him her unfortunate history, and 
ended by conjuring hin^ to suggest the means of 
obtaining an interview with her. Dayre, wha 
with some reason considered the young man*s pro- 
ject as the suggestion of madness, endeavoured to 
dissuade him from the enterprise by laying before 
him a picture of the amiral*s power and wealth, 
*' My «on," said he, ^' thou seekest thine own 
destruction. The amiral is the suzerain of at 
least fifty kings, all as powerful as thy royal father j 
yet should they all, with their united forces, at- 
tempt to gratify thy wishes, they would be unable 
to wrest thy mistress from his hands. Babylon it- 
self is a populous kingdom inclosed in a city. It 
is sixfy miles in circuit 5 it contains twenty castles, 
10 vast that each is equal to a market-town ^ the 
walls are also protected by a hundred towers, any 
one of which would resist all the forces of a 
mighty monarch : 

'^ And though all the men that betli y-bom, 
*' Hadden it, upon their death, y-sworn^ 
'' That should win thy may so soon 
*' As from the heaven high the sun and moon ! 

" The tower,'* continued he, " in which the 
women are confined, is a thousand toises in length 
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by 2L hundred in breadth 5 its materials are the 
purest marble^ and a mortar so hard that no steel 
can cut it ; 

" And the pomel *, above the lead, 

*' Is y- wrought with so much rede f , 

*' That men no firen o'night bum^ 

" Neither torch ne lanteme. 

*' Such a pomel was never ligonne J, 

*' It shineth o'night so o'day doth the sun. 

" The women's apartments^ four-and-twenty in 
number^ are guarded by eunuchs, whom no bribe 
can tempt from the faithful discharge of theif 
duty. Indeed, were they negligent of their 
charge, it would be impossible that their cnme 
should escape detection, as the morals of these 
ladies are protected, as you shall hear, by power- 
ful enchantments. You must know that the sul- 
tan selects a new wife every year, and the cere- 
monies observed on the occasion are as follows : 

'* Then, shall men fetch down off the stage § 
*' All the maidens of parage ||, 

• cupola. f craft. \ begim, undertaken. 

§ story, (^age, Fr.) the floor where the women were 
lodged. g rank, high birth. Fr. 
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'* And bring hem into an orchard, 
" The fairest of all middelard *. 
'^ About the orchard goeth a wall, 
" The worst stone is chrystal. 
*' There men may seien, on the stone, 
" Mochel of this world's wisdom. 
" And a well there springeth in 
" That is wrought with mochel gin. 
'* The well is of mochel price 5 

The stream cometh from Paradise. 

The gravel in the ground of precious stone, 
" And of virtue, y-wis, each one. 

Of saphires, and of sardoines. 

Of onyxes and calchedoines. 
" Then is the water of so mochel eye f , 
'* Gif there come any maiden that is forlaie J, 
" And bow to the grounde, 
" For to waschen her honde, 
" The water will yell as it were wode, 
*' And become on her so red so blood ! 
*' Which maiden the water fareth on so, 
" She shall soon be fordo § ! 
" And thill^e that ben maidens clean, 
" They may hem washe of the rene || j 

♦ the earth. Sax. f awe ; i. e of such dangerous virtue: 
\ seduced. § destroyed. Ij clear stream. 
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'* The water will erae still and clear, 

*' Shall it hem make no dangere. 

*' At the tvelUheved * there stant a tree. 

The fairest that may on earth be ; 

It is y-cleped the tree of love, 
'* For flowers and blossoms beth in above. 
" And thilke that clean maidens be, 
*' Men shall hem bring under that tree, 
«' And which so felleth on that flower, 
** She shall be chosen queen with honoCur. 
•' And gif there any maiden is, 
•' That the amyral halt f of most price, 
" The flower shall on her be went. 

Through art and through enchantement. 

Thus he cheseth through the flower, 
*' And ever we hearkeneth when it be Blanche'"' 
•'flour'/' 

Plorice, having forese^en considerable difficul- 
ties in the execution of his enterprise, had lis* 
teDed with much anxiety, but without despair, ta 
the greater part of tliis recital ) but at its conclu- 
sion he lost all courage, and, fancying that he al- 
ready saw his mistress in the arms of the detested 
amiral, sunk lifeless to the ground. 

♦ »pring-head. f hoUl«n. 
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The benevolent Da3rre could not behold witb- 
Oat pity the symptoiins of a passion which he 
now deemed to be incurable. He therefore, 
after some deliberation^ communicated to his 
young friend a project which, though extremely 
hazardous, might possibly, if pursued with skill 
and caution, produce the gratification of his 



*' You mUst assume," ssud he, *^ the disguise 
of a mason, and, repairing to the tower, appear to ' 
examine with the greatest attention its structure 
and din^nsions. The porter, whose character I 
well know> will immediately accost you, and 
inquire into your business. He will perhaps 
treat yon with brutality ; but you will answer him 
with the utmost respect, and tell him that you 
are an architect, and, having orders to construct a 
similar tower in another country, are desirous of 
viewing a most distinguished model. The man is 
equally curious and covetous. He will enter into 
conversation with you for the sake of asking ques^ 
tions, and will soon propose to you to play at 
chess with him, in hopes of winning your mo- 
ney. You will take with you, in the first instance, 
only thirty marks, which 3roa will lose to him ; 
and he will then an&iously request you to return 
and take your revenge. On the following da;^, 
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take "vntfa you a larger sum ; exhibit^ if you think 
fit^ a little more skilly so as to darm his feari j 
but sufier hira ultimately to gain the whole. On 
the third day you must overwhelm his avarice 
by your generosity. Stake large aimsy and lose 
them with carekssriess ) di^lay, without afiec- 
tation, the rich golden cup which I have seen in 
your possession^ and to g^ain which he would 
readily stake his body and soul. He will press 
you most eagerly to play for it^ and will ofier to 
risk agsanst it whatever he is worth. After raising 
his anxiety to the utmost, make him an offer of 
it, declaring to him at the same time, that your 
wealth enables you to consider such a present as 
a mere trifle. This will completely dazzle and 
overpower him 5 he will devote himself to you as 
your dave > and you may then put his courage 
and ingenuity to any trial which you may think 
proper." 

Florice was charmed with this contrivance, and 
executed it with ability and success. The porter, 
indeed, was dreadfully alarmed when he first 
learnt the dangerous service that was expected 
from him, and repented the rash oath by which 
he had bound himself to an inconsiderate youth, 
perfectly careless of his own safety, and indif- 
ferent to that of others. But as Florice had In^ 
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fomed him of his whole history, he began tore* 
fleet that hii beneiactar was the only son of a 
powerful monarch, from whom he mig^ expect 
the ponewiott of unbounded wealth ; and that life 
it oAan hazarded on much less flattering pro* 
spects ) he therefore concluded by requesting ,a 
dday of three days> during which he promised to 
devise some expedient for gratifying the prince's 
^nshes. 

Blanchefleur and all her companions were pas«- 
sionately fond of flowers^ and it was the porter's 
duty to supply them in profusion. Casting his 
Cfes on the hampers, in which these flowers were 
usually conveyed, he thought that one. of them 
mig^t without difficulty contain a man) and 
Florice havii^ tried the experiment, his friend 
ooveved him with roses and lilies, and ordered 
a couple of stout slaves to convey that hamper, 
together with the rest, into Blanchefleur's apart- 
ment. The slaves obeyed 5 but 

They bade God give him evil^n *, 
That so many flowers did therin> 

andgrowing more and more surly as they struggled 
under the unexpected load, they stopped at the 

* end, Fr. 
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first apartment^ which belonged to a maideft 
named Glance, instead of proceeding to that of 
Blanchefleur 5 and, having deposited their burthen, 
^ain repeated their eiecrattohs, and retired. 

Clarice was, fortunately, the intimate and con<<' 
fidential friend of Blanchefleur, and, still more 
fortunately, happened to be alone when the hani* 
per arrived. She immediately approached it to 
inspect the flowers, when Florice, almost suf{b- 
cated with heat^ and breathless with the expecta- 
tion of seeing his long lost mistress, on hear* 
ing the light steps of a single female, suddenly 
started up in hi» hatnper and prepared to rush into 
her arms. The sight of a spectre would not have 
been more astonishing to Clarice. She invo^ 
luntarily uttered a shrill and loud scream, which 
echoed through the apartments, and presently 
brought a number of female slaves to her assist- 
ance* Florice finding his secret betrayed, thoi^ 
he knew not whether by accident or design, 
hearing the crowd of females who hurried to- 
wards the chamber, and expecting to be dragged 
to instant execution, stood silent and motionless 
in his hamper, and resigned himself to a &te 
which he believed to be inevitable. But Claricie, 
with admirable presence of mind, making him a 
sign to crouch down beneath the flowers, in- 
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Btantly remedied the confusion, and with perfect 
serenity <^ countenance replied to the questions 
of her attendants, 

" To this coupe * ich came, and wold 
^' The flowers handle and behold ) 
" Ac there, or ich it ever wist, 
'' A butterfly to-gain me flist. 
*' Jch was so sore adrad of than, 
''That shriekcn and greien f I began.** 
The maidens hadde therof glee. 
And turned again, and let Clarice be. 

Having extricated herself from this difficulty, 
she ran to the apartment of Blanchefleuri and, 
while her eyes sparkled with joy, '* Come away,*' 
said she, '* come and see the present I have re- 
ceive^ from the garden ! Such a flower ! If you 
only look on it for a moment I am sure it will 
givi^ you infinite pleasiire." * ^' Do not mock my 
grief," replied Blanchefleur, ''by talking to me of 
pleasure I I an^ assured that the amir^l is resolved 
to m^e vfiQ his lyife \ but never, no, never shall 
he take me alive to his amis. Florice, perhaps^, 

^ basket. The word coop has still in some of our pro^ 
dialects a nearly similar meaning. 
j> cry out, Sa^ • 



134 riORICB AKI> BLAtTMCHSPLOUR; 

may have forgotten me, bat never will I forget 
the sacred promise of preserving my fidelity invio« 
late !** Clarice listened to her with a mysterious 
smile^ of which she was unable to comprehend 
the meaning, and, seizing her hand, only said^ 
" Come now and see this curious flower 5" and 
dragged her up to the hamper^ from which Florice 
immediately issued. Blanchefleur, speechless with 
joy and astonishment, sunk into his arms, and 
whilst Florice pressed her to his heart in silent 
rapture, 

Clarice beheld all this. 
Their countenance, and their bliss. 
And laughing said to Blanchefleur, 
" Fellow *, knowest thou ought this flower ? 
" Little ere, ne wouldest thou it see -, 
" And now, thou ne might it let fro thee ! 
*' He must ken well mochel of art, 
*' That thou wouldest give therof any part !" 

The lovers now threw themselves at her feet, 
which they bathed with tears, imploring her hot 
to betray them to the amiral 5 and the good-na- 
tured girl not only promised to keep their secret, 
but to assist them to the utmost of her power in 

• companion. 
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the fietrthev prosecution of their amours. It was 
impossible to be more inconveniently situated than 
the)r were, for the purpose of obtaining that nup« 
ijai benediction which was necessary to legalize 
tod to consecrate their union, and it was no less 
impossible^ after Clarice had '' brought them to a 
ted wnm^t with silk and cendale^ and drawn 
te curtains round,** that two lovers so long sepa- 
xated by fortune, and so well convinced ofeacb 
other's constancy, shouki not consider themselves 
aa husband and wife. They therefore satisfied 
tibeif own scruples, and those of their good friend 
Glariae, by the most solemn promise of being 
ptdilicif married at the first convenieht oppor- 
tunity. 

Now had the amiral swich a wone *, 
That every day there shouki come 
Three maidens out of her bower. 
To serven him, up in the tower. 
With water, and cloth, and basin. 
For to washen his hondes in. 
The third should bring comb and mifour, 
To serven him with great honour, 

AlEid as this ceremony was performed by all the 

• custom. 
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kdies in rotation, each pair being on duty for two 
fioccessive days, it unfortunately came to the toia 
of Clarice and Blanchefleur, on the morning after 
the arrival of Florice. Clarice rose with the sun, 
and hastened to call her friend, who paxxmised ta 
follow immediately ', but having f»led to keep her 
word, the dexterous confidante assured the 
amiral that the poor girl had spent the whcte 
night in prayers for his safety and happiness, and 
was, for that reason, incapable of attending her- 
duty. This excuse was so well delivered that tbe> 
amorous monarch was perfectly satisfied; but as 
the same stoiy, however plausible, wa^ not likely- 
to succeed a second time, Clarice earnestly b^ 
sought Blanchefleur to be more watchful on the 
following day ; when finding that afler repeating 
her summons more loudly than usual she ob- 
tained no answer, she very naturally concluded that 
the recollection of her recent danger had kept her 
friend awake, and that she must be already ar- 
rived at the palace. So strong was this impres- 
sion on her mind, that when, upon her appearing 
before the amiral, he repeated his former ques- 
tion, she was utterly unprovided with an answer. 
Her haughty master, incensed at this mark of 
neglect on the part of that Blanchefleur who had 
so lately been wearying ^eaven with prayers for 
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bis happiness, instantly ordered his chamberla'n 
to repair to her apartment, and to explore the 
caose oi her absence. The chamberlain executed 
his commission, entered her bower, advanced to 
her bed, opened the curtains, beheld her fest 
asleep, saw anotlier face on the same pillow, and 
returned, almost petrified with astonishment, to 
relate the story to his master. The amiral, not 
less astonished, seized his sword, and proceeded 
with his officer to the bed ; and '' ytl was the 
deep 80 fast on their eyes'* that the happy couple 
were unconscious of his intrusion. Florice was 
BO 3roung that his &ce did not betray his sex \ but 
the amiral, uncovering his breast, perceived that 
he was a man, and, boiling with rage, uttered an 
exclamation which wakened the sleeping lovers. 

V. Say me now, thou, bel ami, 
" Who made thee so hardi, 
" For to come into my tower 
f To ligge there by Blauncheflour \ 
" To wrother-haU * were ye lore f , 
Ye shollen tholie % death therefore !** 
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^either of the lovers was able, in this first mo^ 
f mal^ction. f horn. ( su^er, S^^x. 



138 FLOBICE AND BLAITKCIIEFLOUm. 

ment of 8ttri»ise and horror, to give anj answt* 
to his questions 5 bot as the desire of learning aH 
the circumstances of thb inexplicable adTentnre 
had, in the first instance, stopped his uplifted 
fword, he now determined that the culprits diovld 
be examined befixre his whole council, and in the 
mean time ordered them into strict confinemeat. 
His peers being assembled, he related to them 
the circumstances of the case, which were se 
strong that they could not avoid awarding the pu* 
nishment of death against the guilty couple^ bot 
when the prisoners were brought into court, their 
youth, their air of innocence, and the evident 
anxiety of each for the £eite of the other,, awakened 
the utmost compassion of their judges, who fkx:ked 
round them and surveyed them with {Mty and 
astonishment. Florice had still on his finger the 
ring bestowed on him by his mother, and hastily 
putting it into the hand of his mistress, earnestly 
conjured her to preserve it, adding that when she 
should be secure, he could meet his fate, what- 
ever it might be, witli proper fortitude. But 
Blanchefleur, not less generous than her lover, 
scorned the means of surviving him ; and during 
this contest of afiection the ring was dropped on 
the ground and picked up by one of the lords, who 
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hastened with it to the amiral, and related to him 
with tears of admiration the singular scene which 
he bad witnessed. 

The monarchy though he felt for Florice tlie 
rage of a disappointed rival, was not unmoved by 
this narrative, and, ordering the prisoners up to 
the throne, demanded of tlie youth if he had any 
thing to say. He replied that he had merited 
death, and was prepared to sulFer it, but humbly 
solicited the pardon of Blanchefieur -, while she 
boldly proclaimed her own guilt, and refused, in 
the presence of the astonished amiral, any boon 
which she could not share with Florice. " Then," 
said he, '^ye shall both die !** and, drawing his 
sword, saw tliem rush forward together, and 
stretch out their necks to receive the blow. 

The amiral, wroth though he were. 
Both him changed mood and cheer. 
For either for other woulde die. 
And he saw so many a weeping eye. 
And for he had so mochel loved the may, 
Weeping he turned his head away j 
And his swerd it fell to ground — 

The lovers were pardoned 3 but the amiral in- 
sisted on knowing the contrivance by which Flo- 
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fioe bad been intfodaced luto Blandi^eur's apart^ 
meat ; and this the youth refused to tell until he 
had obtained the full pardon of his accomplice. 
This h&ng readily granted, he proceeded to relate 
his whole history, and to explain the means by 
whiob^ after his long pilgrimage in search of 
Blanchefleur^ he had overpowered, the fidelity of 
the porter, and gained admission in a flower- 
basket to the bower of the ladies. The amiral, 
haying thus learned the noble birth and valorous 
exploits of the young knight, seated him by his 
side; conferred on him a principal conmiand in 
his armies 5 and permitted him to be solemnly 
united to his mistress in one of the Christian 

' diurches which were tolerated in hb dominions. 
He even expressed his wish to be instructed in our 
holy religion J and, by the advice x>f Blanchefleur, 
renounced his wicked habit of changing his wives 
annually, and gaye his hand to the lovely Cljuice. 
The festivals instituted in honour of this marriage 
were scarcely finished, when plorice recejved the 

' news of his father*s death, and th^ invitation of 
his baronage to take possession of the throne of 
Murcia; but notwithstanding his anxiety to re- 
visit his mother, he could not immediately tear 
himself from the amir^^ his new convert^ nq§ 
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•eparate Blanchefleur from the amiable Clarice : 
so 

They betaught the amiral our drigkt *, 

And they came home when they mighty 

And let crown him to king. 

And her to queen, that sweet thing ; 

And underfong Christendom f of priesteshondt 

And thonked God of all his sond. 

Now ben they both dead, 

Christ of heaven home their souls led. 

Now is this tale brought to an end. 

Of tlorice and of his'leman hend, &c. 

• our Lord. f receiTed baptism* 
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A. COPT of the following romance is preserved in 
the public library at Cambridge, MSS. More. 6gO, 
35. and another in the Harleian MSS. 1701. ^ 
from which my transcript was made. It was never 
printed. Mr. Warton having already analysed it 
(vol. i. p. 184.), I have compressed the following 
abstract as much as possible, and have avoided a 
repetition of such extracts as were already before 
the public. 

Mr. Warton lias justly observed, that the history 
of the emperor Jovinian, in the 59th chapter of the 
Gesta Romanorum, is nearly identical with this 
romance. The incidents however are not exactly 
sipiilar, and in some of these the Latin prose has a 
manifest advantage over the minstrel poem. 



143 



ROBEUT OF CYSILLE. 

476 Lmes. 

KoBBRT king of Sicily, brother to Pope Urban 
and to Valemond emperor of Grermany, was among 
the most powerful and valorous princes of Europe j 
but his arrogance was still more conspicuous than 
his power or his valour. Constantly occupied by 
the survey of his present greatness, or by projects 
for its future extension, he considered the per- 
formance of his religious duties as insufferably 
tedious; and never paid his adorations to the 
Supreme Being without evident reluctance and 
disgust. His guilt was great ; and his punishment 
was speedy and exemplary. 

Once upon a time, being present during ves- 
pers on the eve of St. John, his attention was 
excited by the following passage in the Magnificat 5 
" deposuitpotentesde sede, et exaltavit humiies.** 
He inquired of a clerk the meaning of these 
words; and, having heard the explanation, re- 
plied that such expressions were very foolish, 
I 
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since he, being the very flower of chivaby, wa* 
too mighty to be thrown down from his seat, and 
had no apprehension of seeing others exalted at his 
expense. The clerk did not presume to attempt 
any rethoristrance j the service cdiitinued j Robert 
thought it longer and more tedious than ever ; and 
at last fell fast asleep. 

His slumber was not interrupted, nor indeed 
noticed by any of the congregation, because aa 
aiigel having in the mean time assiutn^ his fea^ 
tiires, together with the royal robes> had been at« 
tended by the usual officers to the palace, whem 
supper was immediately served. Robert, how- 
ever, awaked at the close of day ; was much 
astonished by the darkness of the church, and not 
less so by the solitude which surrounded him. H9 
hegan to call loudly for his attendants, and at 
length attracted the notice of the sextoti, wbo> 
conceiving him to be a thief secreted in the churck 
for the puipose of stealing the sacred omamehtSi 
approached the door with some precaution^ and 
transmitted his suspicions through the key-hole. 
Robert indignantly repelled this accusation, af- 
firming that he was tlie king 5 upon which the 
sexton, persuaded that he had lost his senses^ and 
not at all desirous of liaving a madman under his 
care, readily opened the door^ and was glad to 
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the supposed maniac run with all speed to the 
palace. But the palace gates were shut 3 and 
Robert^ whose temper was never very enduring, 
and was now exasperated by rage and hunger, 
rainly attempted by threats of imprisonment, and 
even of death, to subdue the contumacy of the 
porter. While the metamorphosed monarch was 
venting his rage at /the gate, this officer hastened 
to the hall, and, falling on his knees, requested his 
sovereign's orders concerning a madman who 
loudly asserted his right to the throne. The angel 1 
directed that be should be immediately admitted ; 
and Robert at length appeared, covered with mud, 
in consequence of an affray in which he had flat- 
tened the porter's nose, and had been himself 
rolled in a puddle by the porter's assistants. 

Without paying the least attention to these ac- 
cidental circumstances, or to the clamours of the 
wounded man, who loudly demanded justice, he 
rushed up to the throne 5 and though a good deal 
startled at finding not only that, and alt the at- 
tributes of royalty, but even his complete set of 
features, in the possession of another, he boldly 
proceeded to treat tlie angel as an impostor, 
tkreatening him with the vengeance of the pope 
and of the emperor, who, he thought, could not fail 

. VX)L. III. L 
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of distinguishing the true from the fictitious so* 
yereign of Sicily. 

'' Thou art my fool !** said the angel ; 
" Thou shalt be shorn, every deal 
'^ Like a fool, a fool to be ; 
" For thou hast now no dignity. 
" Thine counsellor shall be an ape 5 
*^ And o clotiiing you shall be shape. — 
*' He shall ben thine own fere : 
'^ Some wit of him thou might lere. 
'' Hounds, how so it befalle, 
'' Shall eat with thee in the hall. 
" Thou shalt eaten on the ground ; 
*' Thy 'sayer shall ben an hound, 
" To assay thy meat before thee j 
'' For thou hast lore thy dignity !" 

He cleped a barber him before. 
That, as a fool, he should be shore. 
All around like a frere. 
An hand'brede * above the ear; 
And on his crown maken a cross f. 
He gan cry and make noise j 

* a haiid*s breadth. 

-f The custom of shaving fooh, so as to give them in 
some measure the appearance of friars, is frequently 
noticed in our oldest romances. 
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And said they should all abye. 
That did him swich villainy, &c. 

Tlins was Robert reduced to the lowest state of 
human degradation ; an object of contempt and 
derision to those whom he had been accustomed to 
despise 5 often suffering from hunger and thirst j 
and seeing his sufferings inspire no more com- 
passion than those of the animals with whom he 
shared his precarious and disgusting repast. Yet 
his pride and petulance were not subdued. To 
the frequent inquiries of the angel whether he still 
thought himself a king, he continued to answer 
by haughty denunciations of vengeance, and was 
incensed almost to madness when this reply ex- 
cited, as it constantly did, a general burst of 
laughter. 

In the mean time Robert's dominions were ad- 
mirably governed by his angelic substitute. The 
country, always fruitful, became a paragon of 
fertility 5 abuses were checked by a severe ad- 
ministration of equal justice 3 and, for a time, all 
evil propensities seemed to be eradicated from the 
hearts of the happy Sicilians — 

' Every man loved well other > 
Better love was never with brother. 

l2 
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In his time was never no strife 
Between man and his wife : 
Then was this a joyful thing 
In land to have swich a king. 

At tlie end of about three years arrived a solemn 
embassy from Sir Valemond the emperor, re- 
questing that Robert would join him, on Holy 
Thursday, at Rome, whither he proposed to go 
on a visit to his brother Urban. The angel wel- 
comed the ambassadors > bestowed on them gar- 
ments lined with ermine and embroidered with 
jewels, so exquisitely wrought as to excite univer- 
sal astonishment 5 and departed in their company 
to Rome* — 

The fool Robert also went. 
Clothed in loathly garnement. 
With fox- tails riven all about : 
Men might him knowen in the rout. 
An ape rode of his clothing j 
So foul rode never king. 

' These strange figures, contrasted with the un- 
paralleled magnificence of the angel and his at- 
tendants, produced infinite merriment among the 
spectators, whose shouts of admiration were en- 
livened by frequent peals of laughter. 
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Robert witnessed, in sullen silence, the de- 
monstrations of alSecticHiate regard with which the 
pope and the emperor welcomed their supposed 
brother 5 but at length, rushing forward, bitterly 
reproached them for thus joining in an unnatural 
conspiracy with the usurper of his throne. This 
violent sally, however, was received by his brothers, 
and by the whole papal court, as an undoubted 
proof of his madness 3 and he now learnt for the 
first time the real extent of his misfortune. His 
Stubbornness and pride £"ave way, and were suc- 
ceeded by sentiments of remorse and penitence. 

We have already seen that he was not very pro- 
foundly versed in scripture history, but he now 
fortunately recollected two examples which he 
considered as nearly similar to his own 3 those of 
Nebuchadnessar and Holofemes. Recalling to his 
mind their greatness and degradation, he observed 
that God alone had bestowed on them that power 
which he afterwards annihilated — 

" So hath he mine, for my gult -, 
*' Now am I full lowe pult 3 
'* And that is right that I so be : 
" Lord, on thy fool have thou pite ! 

• '.' That error hath made me to smart 
That I had in my heart 3 
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" Lord, I 'leved not on thee : 
Lord, on thy fool have thou pite. 

Holy writ I had in despite 5 
*' Therefore 'reayed is my right j 
'* Therefore is right a fool that I be : 
'' Lord, of thy fool have thou pite," &c. 

The sincerity of his contrition is evinced, in 
the original, by a long series of such stanzas, with 
little variation of thought or expression ; but the 
foregoing specimen will, perhaps, suffice for ths 
satis&ction of the reader. 

After five weeks spent in Rome, the emperor, 
and the supposed king of Sicily, returned to their 
respective dominions, Robert being still accoutred 
in his fox- tails and accompanied by his ape, whom 
he now ceased to consider as his inferior. When 
returned to the palace, the angel, before the whole 
court, repeated his usual question 3 but the peni- 
tent, far from persevering in his former insolence^ 
humbly replied, *' that he was indeed a fool, or 
worse than a fool 3 but that he had at least acquired 
a perfect indifference for all worldly dignities/' 
The attendants were now ordered to retire : and 
the angel, being left alone with Robert, informed 
him that his sins were forgiven \ gave him a few 
salutary admonitions, andadded> 
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'' I am an angel of renown 

^' Sent to keep thy regioun. 
More joy me shall fall 
In heaven, among mine feren all. 
In an hour of a day, . 

'' Than here, I thee say, 

" In an hundred thousand year ; 

" Though all the world, far and near, 
"Were mine at my liking : 
I am an angel 5 thou art king ! " 









With these words he disappeared ; and Robert, 
returning to the hall, received, not without some 
surprise and confusion, the usual Salutations of the 
courtiers. 

From this period he continued, during three 
years, to reigri witli so much justice and wisdom 
that his subjects had no cause to regret the change 
of their sovereign 3 after which, being warned by 
the angel of his approaching dissolution, he 
dictated to his secretaries a full account of his 
former perverseness, and of its strange punishment^ 
and, having sealed it with the royal signet, ordered 
it to be sent, for the edification of his brothers, 
to Rome and Vienna, Both received, with due 
respect, the important lesson : the emperor often 
recollected with tenderness and compassion the de- 
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graded situation of the valiant Robert ^ and the 
pope, besides availing himself of the story in a 
number of sermons addressed to the feithful, 
caused it to be carefully preserved in the archives 
of the Vatican^ as a constant warning against pride, 
and an incitement to the performance of our re- 
ligious duties. 
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SIR ISUMBRAS. 

The following romance is abridged from the 
MS. copy in the library of Cains College A g, CoU 
lated with the printed copy in Mr. Garrick's 
plays. It consists of 130 six-lined stanzas. 

There was once a knight, who from his earliest 
infency appeared to be tlie peculiar favourite of 
fortune. His birth was noble 5 his person equally 
remarkable for strength and beauty 5 his possessions 
so extensive as to furnish the amusements of hawk- 
ing and hunting in the highest perfection. Though 
he had found no opportunity of signalizing his 
courage in war, he had borne away the prize at 
numberless tournaments 5 his courtesy was th6 
theme of general praise, his hall was the seat of 
unceasing plenty 5 it was crowded with minstrels, 
whom he entertained with princely liberality, and 
the possession of a beautiful wife and three lovely 
children completed the sum of earthly happiness. 

Sir Isumbras had many virtues 5 but he had one 
vice. In the pride of his heart he forgot the 
Giver of all good tliiilgs^ and considered the 
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blessings so abundantly showered upon him^ as the 
proper and just reward of his distinguished merit. , 
Instances of this overweening presumption might 
perhaps be found in all ages among the possessors 
of wealth and powers but few sinners have the 
good fortune to be recalled^ like Sir Isumbras, by 
a severe but salutary punishment, to the piou« 
sentiments of Christian humility. 

It was usual with knights to amuse themselves 
with hawking or hunting whenever they were not 
occupied by more serious business 3 and as business 
seldom intervened, they thus amused themselves 
every day in the year. One morning, being 
mounted on his favourite steed, surrounded by his 
dogs, and with a hawk on his fist. Sir Isumbras 
cast his eyes on the sky, and discovered an angel, 
who, hovering over him, reproached him with his 
pride, and announced the punishment of instant 
and complete degradation. 

The terrified culprit immediately fell on his 
knees ; acknowledged the justice of his sentence | ^ 
returned thanks to Heaven for deigning to visit him 
with adversity while the possession of youth and 
health enabled him to endure it ; and, filled with 
contrition, prepared to return from the forest. But 
scarcely had the angel disappeared when his good 
steed suddenly fell dead under himj the hawk 
7 
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dropped from his £st 3 his hounds wasted and ex- 
pired } and being tlius lefl alone he hastened on 
foot towards his palace, filled with melancholy 
forebodings, but impatient to learn the whole ex- 
tent of his misfortune. 

He was shortly met by a part of his household, 
who, with many tears, informed him that his 
horses and oxen had been suddenly struck dead 
with lightning, and that his capons were all stung 
to death with adders. He received the tidings 
with humble resignation, commanded his servants 
to abstain fi*om murmurs against Providence, and 
passed on. He was next met by a page, who 
related that his castle was burned to the ground; 
that many of his servants had lost their lives 3 and 
that his wife and children had with great difficulty 
escaped fi*om the flames. Sir Isumbras, rejoiced 
that Heaven had yet spared those who were most 
dear to him, bestowed upon the astonished page 
his purse of gold as a reward for the intelligence. 

A doleful sight then gan he see; 
His wife and his children three 

Out of the fire were fled ; 
There they sat, under a thorn. 
Bare and naked as they were bom. 

Brought out of their bed. 
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A woful man then was he. 
When he saw them all naked be. 

The lady said, all so blive, 
" For nothing, sir, be ye adrad." 
He did off his surcote ofpaliade*. 

And with it clad his wife. 
His scarlet mantle then shore he ; 
Therein he closed his children three 

That naked before him stood. 

He then proposed to his wife, that, as an expia-* 
tion of their sins, they should instantly vmdertake 
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem -, and, cutting with his 
knife a sign of the cross on his naked shoulder^ 
set off with the four companions of his misery, 
resolved to beg his bread till he should arrive at 
the holy sepulchre. 

After passing through '' seven lands," sup- 
ported by the scanty alms of the charitable, th^ 
arrived at length at a forest where they wandered 
during three days without meeting a single habitat 
tion. Their food was reduced to the few berries 
which they were able to collect ; and the children, 
unaccustomed to such hard fare, began to sink 
under the accumulated difficulties of their journey, 

♦ Palattty Lat. Paletot, O. Fr. sometimes signifying a 
particular stuff, and sometimes a particular dress. See Du 
Cauge. 
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In this situation they were stopped by a wide and 
rapid though shallow river. Sir Isumbras, taking 
his eldest son in his arms, carried him over to the 
opposite bank, and, placing him under a bush of 
broom, directed him to dry his tears, and amase, 
himself by playing with the blossoms till his re- 
turn with his brother. But scarcely had he left 
the place when a lion, starting from a neighbour- 
ing thicket, siezed the child, and bore him away 
into^ the recesses of the forest. The second son 
became, in like manner, the prey of an enoritious 
leopard 5 and the disconsolate mother, when 
carried over with her infant to the fatal spot, was 
with difficulty persuaded to survive the loss of her 
two elder children. Sir Isumbras, though he could 
not repress the tears extorted by this cruel calamity, 
exerted himself to console his wife, and, humbly 
confessing his sins, contented himself with praying 
that his present misery might be accepted by 
Heaven as a partial expiation. 

Through forest they went days three. 
Till they came to the Greekish sea ; 

They grette, and were fall wo ! 
As they stood upon the land. 
They saw a fleet come sailand. 

Three hundred ships and mo. 
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With tap-caateh set on-loft. 
Richly then were they wrought. 

With joy and mickle pride : 
A heathen king was therein. 
That Christendom came to win ; 

His power was full wide. 

It was now seven days since the pilgrims had 
tasted bread or meat j the soudan*s galley, there- 
fore, was no sooner moored to the beach than 
they hastened on board to beg for food. The 
soudan, under the apprehension that they were 
spies, ordered them to be driven back on shore : 
but bis attendants observed to him that these could 
not be common beggars; that the robust limbs 
and tall stature of the husband proved him to be a 
knight in disguise ; and that the delicate complex- 
ion of the- wife, who was '^ bright as blossom on 
tree," formed a striking contrast to the ragge dsp» 
parel by which she was very imperfectly covered. 
They were now brought into the royal presence } 
and the soudan, addressing Sir Isumbras, im- 
mediately offered him as much treasure as he 
should require, on condition that he should re* 
nounce Christianity, and consent to fight under 
the Saracen banners, llie answer was a respectfiii 
but peremptory refusal, concluded by an earnest 
petition for a little food > but the soudan, having 
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by this time turned his eyes from Sir Isumbras to 
the beautiful companion of his pilgrimage, paid no 
attention to this request 3 

The soudan beheld that lady there. 

Him thought an angel that she were, 
Comen a-down from heaven : 

Man ! I will give thee gold and fee. 

An thou that woman will sellen mc, 

'^ More than thou can neven *. 
*' I will thee given an hundred pound 
^' Of pennies tliat ben whole and round, 

*' And rich robes seven : 
" She shall be queen of my land j 
'^ And all men bow unto her hand ; 
And none withstand her st€ven\,** 

Sir Isumbras said, " Nay ! 

My wife I will nought sell away, 
Though ye me for her sloo ! 
" I wedded her in Godis lay, 
*' To hold her to mine ending day, 

*' Both for weal and wo." 

It evidently would require no small share of 
casuistry to construe this declaration into an ac* 
cepiance of the bargain 3 but the Saracens, liaving 
heard the offer of their sovereign, deliberately 

* name. f voice. 
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counted out the stipulated sum on the mantle of 
Sir Isumbras j took possession of the lady ; car- 
ried the knight with his infant son on shore ; 
beat him till he was scarcely able to move 5 and 
then returned for further orders. 

During this operation the soudan, with his own 
hand^ placed the regal crown on the head of his 
intended bride : but recollecting that the original 
object of his voyage to Europe was to conquer it, 
which might possibly occasion a loss of some time, 
he delayed his intended nuptials ; and ordered a 
fast- sailing vessel to convey her to his dominions 5 
providing her at the same time with a charter ad- 
dressed to his subjects, in which he enjoined them 
to obey her, from the moment of her landing, as 
their legitimate sovereign. 

The lady, emboldened by these tokens of de- 
ference on the part of her new lord, now fell on 
her knees and entreated his permission to pass a 
few moments in private with her former husband 5 
and the request was instantly granted by the com-' 
plaisant 'Saracen. Sir Isumbras, still smarting 
from his bruises, was conducted with great re- 
spect and ceremony to his wife, who, embracing 
him with tears, earnestly conjured him to seek her 
out as soon as possible in her new dominions, to 
murder his infidel rival, and to take possession of 
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a throne which was probably reserved to him by 
Heaven as an indemnification for his past losses. 
She then supplied him with provisions for a fort- 
night ', kissed him and her infant son 3 swooned 
three times ; and set sail for Africa. 

Sir Isumbras^ who had been set on shore quite 
confounded by this quick succession of strange ad- 
ventures, followed the vessel with his eyes till it 
vanished from his sight, and then, taking his son 
by the hand, led him up to some rocky woodlands 
in the neighbourhood. Here they sat down under a 
tree, and after a short repast, which was moisten* 
td with their tears, resumed their journey. But 
they were again bewildered in the forest ; and, 
afler g»ning the summit of the mountain without 
being able to descry a single habitation, lay down 
on the bare ground and resigned themselves to 
•kep. 

. Xbft oext morning Sir Isumbras found that his 

Burfartunes were not yet terminated. He had 

"^ QMfied his stock of provisions, together with his 

gold, the fatal present of the soudan, enveloped 

in the remnant of his scarlet mantle 5 and scarcely 

had the sun darted his first rays on the earth, when 

an eagle, attracted by the red clotli, darted down 

upon the treasure and bore it off in his talons. Sir 

Isumbras, waking at the moment, perceived the 
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theft, and for some time hastily pursued the flight 
of the bird, who, he expected, would speedily 
drop the heavy and useless burthen : but he was 
disappointed j for the eagle, constantly towering 
as he approached the sea> at length directed his 
flight towards the opposite shores of Africa. Sir 
Isumbras slowly I'eturned to his child, whom he 
had no longer the means of feeding j but the 
wretched father only arrived in time to behold the 
boy snatched from him by a unicorn* 

The knight was now quite disheartened. But 
his last calamity was so evidently miraculous, that 
even the grief of the father was nearly absorbed 
in the contrition of the sinner. He fell on his 
knees, and, uttering a fnost fervent prayer to Jesus 
and the Virgin, proceeded on his journey. 

His attention was soon attracted by the sound of 
a smith*s bellows : he quickly repaired to the foige^ 
and requested the chad table donation of a litt)^. 
food; but was told by the labourers that he seem- 
ed well able to work as they did, and that they had 
nothing to throw away in charity. 

Then answered the knight again, 
" For meat would I swink* fain !*' 
Fast he bare and drow f j 

• labour. f drew. 
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They given him meat and drink anon^ 
And taughten him to bear stone : 
Then had he shame enow. 

This novitiate lasted a twelvemonth; and seven 
years expired before he had fully attained all the 
mysteries of his new profession. He employed 
his few leisure hours in fabricating a complete suit 
of armour -, every year had brought to his ears an 
account of the progress of the Saracens j and he 
could not help entertaining a hope that his arm, 
though now so ignobly employed, was destined, 
at some future day, to revenge the wrongs of the 
Christians, as well as the injury which he had per- 
sonally received from the unbelievers. 

At length he heard that the Christian army had 
again taken the field 3 that the day was fixed for a 
great and £nal effort 3 and that a plain at an incon- 
siderable distance from his shop was appointed for 
the scene of action. Sir Isumbras rose before 
day, buckled on his armour ; and, mounting a 
horse which had hitherto been employed in carry- 
ing coals, proceeded to the field, and took a care- 
ful survey of the disposition of both armies. When 
the trumpets gave the signal for the charge, he 
dismounted, fell on his knees, and, after a shoit 

M 2 



164^ SIR ISUMBRAS. 

but fervent prayer to Heaven, again sprang into 
his saddle, and rode into the thickest ranks of the 
enemy. His uncouth war-horse and awkward 
armour had scarcely less effect than his wonder- 
ful address and courage in attracting the attention 
of both parties 5 and when, after three desperate 
charges, his sorry steed was slain under him, one 
of the Christian chiefs made a powerful effort for 
his rescue, bore him to a neighbouring eminence, 
and presented to him a more suitable coat of ar- 
mour, and a horse more worthy of his heroic 
rider. 

When he was armed on that steed. 
It is seen yet where his horse yede *, 

And shall be evermore. 
As sparkle glides off the glede f , 
In tliat stour he made many bleed. 

And wrought hem wonder sore. 
He rode up into the mountain. 
The soudan soon hath he slain. 

And many that with him were. 
AJl tliat day lasted the fight ; 
Sir Isumbras, that noble knight. 

Wan the battle there. 

* went. f hot iron, 
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Knights and squires han him sought, . 
And before tlie king him brought 3 

Full sore wounded was he. . 
They asked what was his name 3 
He said, '^ Sire, a smith's man ; 

*' "What will ye do with me ?** 
The Christian king said, than, 
*^ I trow, never smith's man 

*' In war was half so wight." 
*' Hid* you, give me meat and dtink, 
" And what that I will after think, 

'* *Till I have keveredf my might." 
The king a great oatli sware. 
As soon as he whole were. 

That he would dub him knight. 
In a nunnery they him leaved. 
To heal the wounds in his heved. 

That he took in that fight. 
The nuns of him were fill fain ; 
For he had the soudan slain. 

And many heathen hounds. 
For his sorrow they gan sore rue j 
Everyday they salved him new. 

And stopped well his wounds. 

We may fairly presume, without derogating 
• pray. f recovered.* 
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from the merit of the holy sisters, or from the 
virtue of their salves and bandages, that the 
knight's recovery was no less accelerated by the 
pleasure of having chastized the insolent purchaser 
of his wife, and the author of his contumelious 
beating. In a few days his health was restored ; 
and, having provided himself with a *' scrip and 
pike,** and the other accoutrements of a Palmer, 
he took his leave of the nuns, directed his steps 
once more to the ^' Greekish Sea,** and, embark- 
ing on board of a vessel which he found ready to 
sail, speedily arrived in the port of Acre. 

During seven years, which were employed in 
visiting every part of the Holy Liand, the penitent 
Sir Isumbras led a life of continued labour and 
mortification ; fed during the day by the preca- 
rious contributions of the charitable, and sleeping 
at night in the open air, without any addition to 
the scanty covering which his pilgrhn's weeds^ 
after seven years* service, were able to aiTord. 
At length his patience and contrition were re- 
warded. 

After a day spent in fruitless applications for a 
little food. 

Beside the burgh of Jerusalem 
He set him by a well-stream. 
Sore wepand for his sin. 
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And as he sat^ about midnight^ 
lliere came an angel fair and bright. 

And brought him bread and wine j 
He said, ^' Palmer, well thou be ! 

The Xing of heaven greeteth well tliee 3 
Forgiven is sin thine." 



ft 
if 



Sir Isumbras accepted with pious gratitude, the 
donation of food, by which his strength was in- 
stantly restored, and again set out on his travels: 
but he was still a widower 5 still deprived of his 
children, and as poor as ever j nor had his heavenly 
monitor afforded him any hint for his future 
guidance. He wandered therefore through the 
country, without any settled purpose, till he ar- 
rived at a '' rich burgh," built round a " fair 
castle," the possessor of which, he was told, was 
a charitable qiieen, who daily distributed a florin 
of gold to every poor man who approached her 
gates, and even condescended to provide food and 
lodging within her palace for such as were distin- 
guished by superior misery. Sir Isumbras presented 
himself with the rest 3 and his eniaciated form and 
squalid garn>ents procured him instant admittance. 

The rich queen in hall was set 3 
Knight^ Jier served, at hand and feet. 
In rich robes of pall ! 
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In the floor a clotli was laid 5 

'' The poor Palmer," the steward said, 

'* Shall sit above you all.'* 
Meat and drink forth they brought y 
He sat still, and ate right nought. 

But looked about the hall. 
So mickle he saw of game and glee, 
(Swiche mirths he was wont to see) 

The tears he letdown fall, 

A conduct so unusual attracted the attention of 
the whole company, and even of the queen, who 
ordering '' a chair with a cushion** to be placed 
near the Palmer, took her seat in it, entered into 
conversation with him on the subject of his long 
and painful pilgrimage, and was much edified by 
the moral lessons which he interspersed in his nar- 
rative. But no importunity could induce him to 
taste food : he was sick at heart, and required the 
aid of solitary meditation to overcome the painful 
recollections which continually assailed him. The 
queen was more 'and more astonished, but at 
length left hirii to his reflections, after declaring 
that " for her lord's soul, or for his love, 
if he were still alive," she was determined 
to retain the holy Palmei in her* palace, and 
to assign him a cgnvenient apartment, toge- 
3 
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ther with a *^ knave" or servant to attend 
him. 

An interval of fifteen years, passed in the labo- 
rious occupations of blacksmith and pilgrim, may 
be supposed to have pro4uced a very considerable 
glteration in the appearance of Sir Isumbras -, and 
even his voice, subdued by disease and penance, 
may have failed to detect the gallant kniglit imder 
the disguise which he had so long assumed. But 
that his wife (for such she was) should have been 
equally altered by the sole operation of time 5 that 
the air and gestures and accents of a person once 
so dear and so familiar to him, should have 
awakened no trace of recollection in the mind of 
a husband, though in the midst of scenes which 
painfully recalled the memory of his former splen- 
dour, is more extraordinary. Be this as it may 5 
the knight and the queen, though lodged under 
the same roof, and passing much of their time 
together, continued to bewail the miseries of their 
protracted widowhood. 

Sir Isumbras, however, speedily recovered, in 
the pfentiful court of the rich queen, his health 
and strength, and with these, the desire of re- 
turning to . his former exercises. A tournament 
was proclaimed ; and the lists, which were form- 
ed immediately under the windows of the castle. 
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were speedily occupied by a number of Saracen 
knights, all of whom Sir Isunibras successively 
overthrew. So dreadful was the stroke of his 
spear, that many were killed at the first encoun- 
ter 3 some escaped with a few broken bones; 
others were thrown headlong into the castle ditch t 
but the greater number consulted their safety by a 
timely flight 3 while the queen contemplated with 
pleasure and astonishment the unparalleled exploits 
of her favourite Palmer. 

Then fell it, upon a day. 

The knight went him for to play. 

As it was ere his kind 5 
A fowl's nest he found on high ; 
A red cloth therein he seygh * 

Wavand in the wind. 
To the nest he gan win ; 
His own mantle he found therein j 

The gold there gan he find. 

The painful recollection awakened by this dis- 
covery weighed heavily on the soul of Sic Isum- 
bras. He bore the fatal treasure to his chamber . 
concealed it under his bed 5 and spent the remain- 
der of the day in tears and lamentations. The 

• saw. 
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images of his lost wife and children now began to 
haunt him continually; and his altered demea- 
nour attracted the attention and excited the curio- 
sity of the whole court, and even of the queen, 
who could only learn from the Palmer* s attendant 
that his nielancholy seemed to originate in the dis- 
covery of something found in a bird's nest. With 
this strange report she was compelled to be satis- 
fied, till Sir Isumbras, with the hope of dissipating 
his grief, began to resume his usual exercises in 
the field : but no sooner had he quitted his cham- 
ber than the '' squires" by her command broke 
open the door, discovered the treasure, and hast- 
ened with it to the royal apartment. 

The sight of the gold and of the scarlet mantle 
immediately explained to the queen the whole 
mystery of the palmer's behaviour. She burst 
into tears 3 kissed with fervent devotion the me- 
morial of her lost husband 3 fell into a swoon ; 
and, on her recovery, told the whole story to her 
attendants, and enjoined them to go in quest of 
the Palmer, and to bring him immediately before 
her. A short explanation removed her few re- 
maining doubts 5 she threw herself into the arms 
of her husband ; and the re-union of this long- 
separated couple was immediately followed by the 
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coronation of Sir Isumbras, and by a long series of 
festivity. 

The Saracen subjects of this Christian sovereign 
continued, witli unshaken loyalty, to partake of 
the plenteous entertainments provided for all ranks 
of people on this solemn occasion : but no sooner 
had the pious Isumbras signified to them the ne- 
cessity of their immediate conversion, than his 
whole '^ parliament** adopted the resolution of 
deposing and committing to the flames their 
newly-acquired sovereign, as soon as they should 
have obtained the concurrence of the neighbour- 
ing princes. Two of these readily joined their 
forces for the accomplishment of this salutary 
purpose, and, invading the territories of Sir Isum- 
bras with an army of thirty thousand men, sent 
him, according to usual custom, a solemn defiance. 

Sir Isumbras boldly answered the defiance j 
issued the necessary orders ; called for his arms | 
sprang upon his horse 5 and prepared to march out 
against the enemy; when he discovered that his sub- 
jects had, to a man, abandoned him, and that he 
must encoimter singly the whole host of the invaders. 

Sir Isumbras was bold and keen. 
And took his leave at the queen. 
And sighed wonder sore : 
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He said, *' Madam, have goad day ! 
*' Sekerly, as I you say, 

" For now. and evermore !'* 
" Help me, sir, that I were dight 
'' In arms, as it were a knight 3 

'^ I will with you fare : 
** Gif God would us grace send 
'' That we may together end, 

^' Then done were all my care.'* 
Soon was the lady dight 
In arms, as it were a knight ; 

He gave her spear.and shield : 
Again thirty thousand Saracens, and mo,- 
Therc came no mo but tliey two. 

When they met in field. 

Never, probably, did a contest take place be- 
tween such disproportioned forces. Sir Isumbras 
was rather encumbered than assisted by the pre- 
sence of his beautiful but feeble helpmate ; and 
the faitiiful couple were on the point of being 
crushed by the charge of the enemy, when three 
unknown knights suddenly made tlieir appearance, 
and as suddenly turned the fortune of the day 
The first of these was mounted on a lion 3 the se- 
cond on a leopard; and the third on a unicorn. 
The Saracen cavalry, at the first sight of the^e 
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unexpected antagonists, dispersed in all directions. 
But flight and resistance were ^ually hopeless : 
three-and-twenty tliousand unbelievers were sooa 
laid ^feless on the plain by the talons of the lion 
and leopard, by the resistless horn of the unicorn^ 
or by the sword of their young and intrepid riders ; 
and the small remnant of the Saracen army who 
escaped from the general carnage quickly spreader 
through every comer of the Mahometan empire, 
the news of this signal and truly miraculous vic- 
tory. 

Sir Isumbras, who does not seem to have pos- 
sessed the talent of unravelling mysteries, had 
never suspected that his three miraculous auxili- 
aries were his own children, whom Providence 
had sent to his assistance at the moment of his 
greatest distress ; but he was not the less thank- 
ful when informed of the happy termination of all 
his calamities. The royal family were received 
in the city with every demonstration of joy by his 
penitent subjects, whose loyalty had been com- 
pletely revived by the recent miracle. Magnifi- 
cent entertainments were provided ; after which 
Sir Isumbras, having easily over-run tlie territo- 
ries of his two Pagan neighbours who had been 
slain in the last battle, proceeded to conquer a 
third kingdom for his younger son ; and the fonr 
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monarchs^ uniting their efforts for the propagation 
of the true faith, enjoyed, *^ as the romance tells 
itf," the happiness of witnessing the baptism of 
all the inhabitants of their respective dominions. 

They lived and died in good intent 5 
Unto heaven their souls went 

When that they dead were. 
Jesu Christy heaven's king. 
Give us, aye, his blessing. 

And shield us'from care ! 
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1 HE abstract of the following romance hat been 
made from the copy printed by William Cop- 
land^ contained in the British Museum (Gar- 
rick's plays, K. 10). Bishop Percy mentions two 
more printed copies as extant in the Bodleian 
library; a MS. in the public library at Cam- 
bridge (690 § 29), and another in his own 
folio. It consists of 1592 lines. 



Ah AD AS was king of Arragon. He was young, 
active, and brave; he reigned over a numerous 
and obedient people ; and he added, to the good 
fortune of wearing a crown, the more enviable 
felicity of sharing it with the mistress of his 
heart, the beautiful and affectionate Margaret. 
But perfect happiness is not given to humanity ; 
and even Aradas and his queen had still one wish 
ungratified. 
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I 

Either to other made great moan^ 
For children together had they none. 

Begotten of their body ) 
Therefore the king, 1 understand. 
Made a vow to go to the Holy Land> 

Therefore to fight amd to sle. 

This sudden and unexpected resolution, when 
communicated to tlie queen, filled her with hor* 
iror and dismay. Though not less anxious th^n 
her husband for the completion of their mutual 
wishes, she doubted the efficacy of the means : 
her piety suggested to her, that Heaven might 
possibly be irritated by a vow evidently dictated 
by impatience ; and her affection represented in 
frightful colours the dangers to which Aradas 
would be exposed, while employed in slaughter-^ 
ing the crowds of Saracens whose death might 
be required as the purchase of an heir to the 
crown of Arragon. But neither the length of the 
voyage, the hazards of the sea, the dangers of an 
imgenial climate, nor the multitude and ferocity 
of the ^nbelievers, could arrest for a mon^ent the 
impetuosity of the king : he assumed the cross, 
assembled an army, and was soon ready to de- 
part. His devotion met its due reward ; and the 
accurate romancer informs us that, on the very 
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last night which he passed with his qxicen, hii 
TOW had its long-expected operation ; though at 
the time (as the historian sagaciously adds) thejr 
were both unconscious of their success. 

The moment of separation^ however^ awakened 
In the heart of Aradas all those sentiments of 
tenderness which the huny of his preparations 
had suspended. He blended his tears with those 
of his beloved Maigaret j kissed and embraced 
her a thousand times 5 and^ after having taken fait 
leave^ returned again and again to repeat his as- 
surances of love and fidelity; to recommend her 
to the protection of Heaven, and to reiterate his 
injunctions to his steward Marrock, whom he left 
as superintendant of the kingdom, that no pains 
should be spared to alleviate the sorrow of the 
queen during his long and necessary absence. 

It unfortunately happened that the steward 
Marrock, to whom this important charge was 
committed, was the falsest steward that ever. 
abused the confidence of his sovereign. His as- 
siduity to gratify, and even to prevent, the wishes 
of Margaret was, indeed, unremitting; but it 
soon appeared that his attentions, instead of being 
.dictated by zeal for his master, were die result (^tf 
criminal passion for the queen. Having exhausted 
all those indirect means of seduction which 
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unlimited power in the state enabled him to em* 
ploy^ he had the audacity to make a direct avowal 
of his wishes^ and repeated his solicitations so 
frequently, that the queen, after trying in vain to 
recall him to a sense of his duty, was obliged to 
threaten him with the instant disclosure of his 
treason* Marrock now changed his plan. He 
fell on his knees, entreated her to forgive and to 
conceal the apparent insolence of a ccmduct 
which, as he pretended, had been intended only 
as a trial of her constancy | and retired with ^e 
resolution of ruining, if possible, the victim whom 
he was unable to seduce. 

In the mean time, Aradas was, '' full far in 
Heatheness,*' accomplishing his vow by the slaughi> 
ter of numberless Saracens. 

In the Heathen Land, and also in Pagany, 
And in every other land that he came by. 

There sprang of him great los *. 
When he had done his pilgrimage. 
And laboured all that great voyage. 

With all his good will and liberty, 
Atftome f Jordan, and at Bethlem, 
And at Calvary beside Jerusalem, 

In all the places was he. 
Then he longed to come home— 

* praise. f river. 
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and such had been the rapidity of his nn^itsary 
achievements, and so miraculous was the pro* 
sp^rity of his voyage, that he arrived in his do- 
nainions while his queen was still '^ great with 
child," though, it may be presumed, in daily 
expectation of her delivery. Never did the lovdiy 
Margaret appear so lovely in his eyes. His joy 
knew no bounds ; and the £sLir partner of his 
throne forgot, in her delight at her lord's re- 
turn, the misery she had endured from his ab- 
sence, and from the insolent addresses of the 
traitor Marrock. But malice is more provident ; 
and the artfril steward seized the earliest oppor- 
tunity of carrying into effect his long-meditated 
purpose. 

At his first interview with the king, he boldly 
asserted that the child, to whose birth he looked 
forward with such pleasure, had been begotten in 
adultery: and when Arad^s, astonished at this 
unexpected intelligence, reproached him with 
negligence of his charge, he replied, that he also 
had long been duped by the dissimulation of Mar- 
garet, and had only been convinced of her incon- 
tinence by finding her in the arms of an unknown 
knight; whom, in the first transports of his in- 
dignation, he had stabbed with his own hand. 
He added that the queen, after this discovery. 
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had spared no pains to seduce him into a partici« 
pation of her guilt, for the purpose of insuring his 
secrecy ; but that his sense of duty to his master 
was paramount to every other consideration. 

Aradas, always subject to be carried away by 
first impressions^ and blinded by his implicit con- 
fidence in the steward* s integrity, did not stop to 
inquire into the truth of the charge, but was 
proceeding to condenm his queen to the fiames^ 
and to order her instant execution, when Mar- 
rock, whose calumny might have been possibly 
disproved, and whose further views would have 
been in^libly prevented by such a sentence, in- 
terfered^ and induced the king to commute the 
punishment. 



Marrock said, *^ This counsel 1 5— 
'^Banish her out of your land, truly, 
*' Far into exile : 
Deliver her an ambling steed. 
And an old knight, her for to lead 5 
" Thus, by my counsel look you do: 
'* And give them some spending. 
That may them out of the land to- bring j 
'' J would no better than so."* 
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He did her clothe in pnrple weedj 
And set her on an old steeds 

That was both ctooked and almost blind j 
He took her an old knight. 
Kin to the queen, and Sir Roger hight. 

That was botli courteous and kind. 
Three days he gave them leave to pass ; 
And, after that day sdt was, 
- If men might them find, 
T^e queen should be brenned stark dead. 
In a fire, with fiames red : 

This came of the steward's mind ! 
Forty florins, for their expence. 
The king bade give them, in his presence^ 

And commanded them to go ; 
The lady mourned as she should die ; 
For all this, she wist not why 

He fered with her so. 
The queen began to make sorrow and care. 
When she from the king should hre. 

With wrong, against all reason ; 
Forth they went, in nwrn^crMr^e 5 
Sir Roger, the queen, and the greyhound truly % 

Ah ! wo worth the wicked treason ! 

It may be proper in this place to apprise the 
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Header that the greyhound^ who is thus abraptlj 
introduced^ had been bred by Sir Roger; thath 
was remarkable from his uncommon size and 
fierceness 5 and that his unexampled fidelity to his 
master rendered him well worthy to occupy the 
.distinguished place which is allotted to him in the 
sequel of the story. 

. While the lovely Margaret was bewailing her 
onmerited misfortunes ; while the good Sir Roger 
was employed in very useless ^ideavours to conr 
sole her -, while the whole court of Arragon was 
plunged in sorrow and consternation from the loss 
of its brightest ornament ; the wicked Marrock 
was occupied in preparing ^o seize the long-* 
expected reward of his successfiil villany. 

As the exiles could not travel with much ex? 
pedidon^ he easily got the start of them; and 
stationing himself, with a company of eighteen 
chosen associates, in the first forest on their way> 
suddenly assailed them, in the hope of easily 
overpowering the old knight, and canying oflf the 
defenceless Margaret. But Sir Roger, though un- 
provided with defensive armour, wielded his sword 
with such skill and activity, and was so power* 
fiilly assisted by his dog, who '' fiill bitterly gan 
bite," that he soon began to thin the ranks, and t# 
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occupy the whole attention of his assailants. FdQf- 
teen of them had ^en heneath the sword of iht 
brave old knight, when Marrock, suddenly attacking 
him from behind, passed his spear through his 
body, and extended him lifeless on the ground* 
But, nearly at the same moment, the queen, 
finding herself unguarded, sprang from her horse, 
and concealed herself so effectually in a neighbour- 
ing thicket, that Marrock and his four surviving 
associates, after a long' and fruitless search, were 
compelled to abandon their prey ; and quitted tb6 
forest, having previously returned to vent their 
malice by mangling with a thousand wounds tb^ 
lifeless author of their disappointment. 

Margaret, being at length convinced of thwir 
retreat, issued from her hiding-place, and found 
the body of her knight, surrounded by tho$e of 
his slaughtered enemies. At this cruel aggrava- 
tion of her calamity she became almost frantid 
with grief 5 tore her hair ; and bitterly reproached 
herself for having Occasioned the death of her 
generous protector. At length, awakening to k 
sense of her present danger, she ran to seize het 
horse, which had fottunately remained where she 
left him, and then endeavoured to secure the 
company of the dog, as a guide through the forest 
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by which she was encompassed ; but the ^ithfiil 
ammal seemed inattentive to her caresses^ and re- 
fused to abandon the body of his masters- 
She said, '^ Sir Roger, now thou art dead, 
" Who shall now the right way lead ? 
*' For thou mayst speak no more ! *' 
Right on the ground, there as he lay dead, 
. She kissed him, ere she from him yede ; ' 

God wot, her heart was sore : 
What for sorrow and dread. 
Fast away she gan her speed. 

She wist not whither ne where : 
The good grey-hound, for weal he wo. 
Would not fro the knight go 5 

But lay and licked his wound : 
He weened to have healed him again. 
And thereto he did his pain 5 
Lo, such love is in a hound ! 

He even scraped a pit for the dead body ; covered 
it with moss and leaves, and guarded it with con- 
stant attention, except during the times when he 
was employed in securing his own subsistence. 

Margaret^ under the guidance of Providence, 
£ondnued her march, and arrived, quite extenuated 
with fatigue and want» on the borders of Hun- 
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gary * 5 where having alighted from her horse If 
the entrance of a wood^ she was suddenly taken 
in labour^ and delivered of a beautiful boy. This 
was a reward for all her sufferings. The first 
sopnds of her infant's voice^ die first view of its 
features^ at once erased all sense of her husband's 
injustice^ of her late misery^ and of her present 
unprotected situation. Having washed and clothed 
her child^ she folded him to her breast^ lay down 
under a tree, and, with full reliance on the pra-i 
tection of Heaven, whose mercies had hitherto 
guarded her, quietly resigned herself to sleep. 

In this state she was discovered by a Hungarian 
knight. Sir Bernard de Mauservjme, who, in pur* 
suing a hind, was led to the place of her retreat. 
Having for some time contemplated with 
astonishment die beauty of her person and the 
magnificence of her dress, which so ill accorded 
with die miserable appearance of her horse and 
her total want of attendants, his courtesy led him 
to interrupt her slumbers for the purpose of ofkt* 
ing her that assistance of which she evidenUy was 
in immediate want 5 and, after hearing so muck 
of her history as she thought fit to communicate^ 

* From Arragon to Hangary is a long inarch; but we 
tnust not expect froni the authors of these metrical ro» 
mances much attention to geographical accuracy. 
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placed her^ with her child, on his horse> con* 
ducted her to his castle^ and appointed for her ser^ 
vice a retinue suited to her rank. Her. child was 
christened by the name of Tjiamour ; and the little 
orphan soon became the general favourite of th< 
castle; while Margaret^ constantly treated as a 
sovereign, and daily occupied with the education 
of her son, experienced a degree of happiness and 
tranquillity which she had never enjoyed in the 
possession of the throne of Arragon. 

We must now return to the grave of Sir Roger,; 
for whose murder the hand of Heaven was pre* 
paring to wreak its vengeance on the head of tho 
wicked Sir Marrock. The faithful greyhound, 
whom we left on the body of his master, had con- 
tinued, during seven years, to occupy his post, 
which he only quitted for the purpose of seeking 
his daily subsistence. As his prey diminished, the 
length of his chase gradually increased ; and, at 
the close of the seventh year, at the festival of 
Christmas, be suddenly appeared, gaunt with 
hunger, an unexpected visitor in tl\e hall of the 
kuig of Arragon. Such an apparition excited ge<- 
neral surprise, and particularly attracted the atten« 
tion of Aradas : but the animal, with a gentleness 
of demeanour which belied his savage appear* 
aoce^ made the round of the tables and disappear'-; 
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ed. He returned on the second day ; again soN 
yc^ed die company^ received his pittance^ and re* 
treated. The king now recollected the dog ; and 
gave orders to his attendants that^ if he should 
again return^ they should follow him without loss 
of time^ in the confidence that he would lead 
them to the place where Sir Hoger and the queen 
were secreted. On the third day of the festival^ 
the hall was filled at an early hour, and Sir Mar- 
rock, for the first time, took his seat among tfa< 
guests. The greyhound too did not fail to repeat 
his visit, and, with the rapidity of lightning, in- 
stantly sprang upon die murderer of his master. 

He took the steward by the throat. 
And asunder he it bote ; 

But dien he would not 'bide : 
For to this grave he ran. 
There followed him many a man. 

Some on horse, and some beside. 
And when he came where his master was. 
He laid him down upon the grass. 

And barked at the men again. 

The crowd who had followed him, being unable 
to drive him from the spot, returned with the 
tidings to the king, who instantly comprehended 
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the whole mystery. He directed them to dig for 
the body, which they readily foimd, and which 
had been miraculously preserved in such a state of 
perfection as to be easily recognized. It wa^ then 
buried in holy ground with all due s(demnity, and 
the faithful dog shortly after expired on the tomb 
whifch was raised to the memory of his master. 
The body of Sir Marrock, after being dragged 
through the town, was hanged upon a gibbet, and 
messengers were dispatched in every direction to 
proclaim these acts of justice, to inquire for the 
innocent Margaret, and to restore her to that 
throne from which she had been so cruelly and un- 
justly driven. But the messengers returned with- 
out hearing any tidings of the queen ; and the un^ 
fortonate Aradas was doomed to expiate, by many 
years of contrition and remorse, the fatal and prc- 
dpitate decision by which he had thrown away the 
means of happiness. 

In the mean time the young Triamour received 
an excellent education in the castle of Sir Bernard, 
being instructed in all the arts of courtesy under 
the careftil eye of his mother, and by Sir Bernard 
himself in all the accomplishments preparatory to 
the exercise of chivalry. He had scarcely finished 
his fourteenth year when he was considered, by 
the little court in which he lived, as a model of 
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hc&vity, strength, and activity; and having stit^ 
passed all his youthful competitors, he became im-* 
patient for an opportunity of trying his powers id 
a conflict witli adversaries more worthy of hii 
prowess. His wishes were soon gratified. 

The king of Hungary died at an advanced age> 
leaving an only daughter to inherit his vast posses* 
sions. Her early beauty had occasioned her to be 
iiniversally known by the name of die&ir Helen | 
and she had just entered on her fifteenth year whcil 
she was called to wield the sceptre of a kingdom 
surrounded by powerfiil and ambitious neighbours^ 
to whose attacks the possession of her person was 
likely to prove an additional inducement. She wai^ 
therefore advised by her council to choose, with** 
out delay, a partner of the throne, who should ba 
capable of defending it against all competition | 
and as she felt no predilection for any of her i&n* 
merous admirers, she ordered the proclamation of 
a tournament, to be holden at the usual period of 
six months, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
successful candidate. 

The nevtrs of this great event, being quidd^ 
spread through Europe, reached Triamour in hif 
retreat. He hastened to Sir Bernard, and ear* 
nestly requested the loan of a horse and armoar, 
that he might be enabled to enter the lists, whera 



SIR TRIAMODiU IQI 

iie trusted that his conduct would not disgrace the 
lessons of his kind preceptor : and the good knight, 
afler some admonitions, intended to temper and 
modeirate rather than to repress his eagerness, not 
only consented to furnish him with the necessary 
accoutoements, but promised to accompany. him 
to the field of honour. 

Triamour, having completed his preparations, 
direw himself at the feet of his mother, and im- 
plored her blessing on this his first enterprise. But 
her consent was not easily obtained. Thunder- 
struck at die prospect of such a sudden separation, 
and aware of all the dangers attendaqt on the ca- 
reet on which he was now entering, she endea- 
voured, with tears and solicitations, to diyeit him 
fi-om his purpose ; till finding him unalterably fixed, 
and having obtained the promise of his speedy re- 
turn, she was at length compelled to acquiesce, 
and reluctantly consigned him to the care of Sir 
Bemard,, 

Then was the fair lady set 
Full high upon a turret 

For to behold that play : 
There was many a seemly knight. 
Princes, dukes, and lords of mighty 

Themselves for to assay ; 
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With tielmes on their heades bright, 
Tliat all the field shone on that light; 
They were so stout and gay. 

It is unnecessary to enumerate the champions 
who fought on the three days of this tournament, 
because the reader will conclude that it attracted 
all who were distinguished by their valour, and 
that all were successively overthrown by the irre- 
sistible Triamour. At each exploit. Sir Bernar4 
proclaimed aloud, for the information of th^ 
heralds, the name of the unknown adventurer, 
and 

Fair Helen that was so mild. 
More she beheld Triamour the child. 
Than all the other men. 

Before the conclusion of the first day she began 
to feel herself warmly interested in his success, 
and this interest increased to such a degree as to 
render her a most anxious spectator of the remain- 
ing combats, which were to decide whether her 
hand should be ultimately allotted to die hero on 
whom her heart was already bestowed. She be- 
held therefore with* transports of joy the ultimate 
triumph of young Triamour, and retired from 

th^ tournament in the hope of hailing him on the 
8 
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Ittoftrow as king of Hungary, and of receiving 
him as her husband. But Fate bad decreed that 
her wishes should not be quite so speedily accom- 
plished. 

Among the combatants at the toumameot Were 
two knights who had entered the lists with very 
different purposes. One of these was Aradas, 
who had been attracted to the ceremony partly by 
the hopes of hearing, at such a concourse of 
strangers^ some tidings of his long-lost Margaret, 
and partly in the view of suspending, amidst the 
tumult and fatigue of arms, those sentiments of 
grief and remorse by which he was incessantly 
tormented. On the first day, he had been engaged 
on the same side with Triamour, whose valour 
and activity he had beheld with admiration. On 
the second, having tried his force with him, he 
had been suddenly unhorsed ; which only increased 
his esteem for his adversary. The other knight 
was Sir James, son of the emperor of Germany, 
who, being assured by his courtiers that he was 
the most perfect knight in the world, had project-, 
ed to begin his career of chivalry by overthrowing 
all his competitors in the present tournament, and 
by seizing the beautiful Helen and the crown of 
Hungary. Big with these views, he had encoun- 
tered the lance of Triamour \ and had been thrown 

VOL. III. • 
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to a considerable distance in the fields severelli 
bruised^ and cruelly mortified. As the law o^ 
tournaments did not permit him to enter the listff 
a second time with his conqueror^ he determitied 
to kill him after the ceremony ) and, when die 
combatants prepared to retire to their tents^ col- 
lected all his adh^ents^ assailed Triamour, who 
was only accompanied by Sir Bernard^ and gave 
him a dangerous wound in the thigh. But, at 
the same moment> die spear of Triamour niet the 
face of Sir James, passed into his brain^ and laid 
him lifeless on the ground. His attendants then 
attacked the two knights, whom they hoped to 
sacrifice to the manes of their slaughtered master | 
and Triamour, weakened by the loss of bloody 
must have been finally overpowered by the supe* 
riority of numbers, had he not been rescued by 
Sir Aradas, who, coming up with his company, 
put an end to the unequal conflict. Sir Bernard 
only staid in his tent till he had bound up his 
friend's wound, and then hastened to his castle, 
and consigned him to the care of Market and to 
the skill of the best leeches which the country, 
could furnish. 

On the following day the combatants repaired 
to the palace to hear the decision of the fair Helen^ 
who was equally surprised and mortified at being 
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finable to discover among the company the person 
of Sir Triamour^ or to learn the cause of his ab^ 
sence. She however represented to the company 
that '' she was bound to abide by the conditions of 
the tournament which she had herself fixed 5 that 
she was now become the property of the victor, 
though he was at present prevented, by some un* 
known impediment, from preferring his claim ; and 
that she must at least suspend her decision for d 
year and a day, an interval which the law of arms 
had secured to him, before his rights could be for-* 
feited by his non-appearance." This award, being 
strictly consonant to usage, was unanimously con- 
firmed by the persons present, and fair Helen re- 
lieved, for the time, from the persecutions of her 
suitors. 

While the lovely princess of Hungary, being 
totally unacquainted with the tragical termiiaation 
of die tournament, was bewailing the unaccount- 
able disappearance ofher lover $ and while the tender 
Margaret was lamenting the wound of her son j 
the body of Sir James was carried to the emperor, 
whose whole court was plunged in consternation 
by the loss of the hero whose triumph they had so 
confidently anticipated. The unfortunate father 
could feel no alleviation of his grief but from the 
hopes of vengeance on the murderer j of whom 

o 2 



190 SIR TBIAMOUR. 

however he only leartit that he was called Sir 
Triamour^ and had^ before his last &tal encounter 
with Sir Jatnes^ successively overthrown all the 
bravest knights in Christendom. But it appeared 
that Sir Aradas waft at least an accessary to the 
deed ; and the emperor determined to wash out 
the disgrace of his son's death in the blood of that 
monarch and of all the Arragonese. He collected 
the vassals of the empire, and uniting such an army 
as Aradas, notwithstanding his skill and bravery, 
was unable to oppose, overran his whole terri- 
tory, and finally besieged him in his principal 
fortress. 

Here, however> the defenders, being plentifully 
supplied with provisions, and guided by an expe- 
rienced warrior, who understood all the advantages 
of his situation, were more nearly on a par with 
their assailants. The emperor daily led his men to 
the assault, and Aradas, '^ with guns and great 
stones round,'' as constantly drove them back to 
their trenches ; so that at the end of seven weeks 
the siege had made no visible progress. Bnt both 
parties were become tired of the war. The king 
of Arragon sent an embassy to the imperial camp, 
to assert his innocence with respect to tlie death of 
Sir James, which he was ready to prove either in 
person, in single combat Mith the emperor hii»^ 
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Eftlf, or by champions to be chosen by the two 
parties 3 and the latter proposal being readily ac- 
cepted^ and a day appointed for the decision of the 
quarrq}^ all hostilities were suspended. A giant^ 
of the name of Marradas, was chosen by the em- 
peror; and Aradas sent his messengers in every 
direction in search of Triamour : but they all re^ 
turned without sucpess; and the terms of the 
truce being nearly expired, the unfortunate Ara» 
das prepared to submit to the fate which await- 
ed him from the vengeance of his implacable 
enemy. 

When Triamour was whole and sound. 
And well healed of his wound. 
He busked him for to f^re. 
*' Mother," he said, with mild che^r, 
•* Ap I wist what my father were, 

** The less were my care.** 
'* Son,** she said, '* thou shalt wete 
•* When thou hast married diat lady sweet j 

" Thy father thou shalt ken.** 
" Mother,** he said, *' if ye will so, . 
" Have good day 3 for now I go, 
'* To do maistries, if I can.** 

He set off, accompanied by three excellent 
greyhounds, and wandered liom forest to forest^ 
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in chase of wild beasts and of perilous adventures, 
till he arrived in Arragon, after a toilsome jour* 
ney^ in which his taste for danger and amusement 
had been amply gratified. Here, being in pur- 
suit of a hart of uncommon size, he was suddenly 
espied and assaulted by a troop of thirteen well 
armed foresters. He attempted in vain by re- 
monstrance, and even by bribes, to prevent this 
interruption of his chase j they insisted on hurry* 
jng him to prison for trespassing on the royal 
forest, and attacked him with such vigour that he 
was compelled to resistance^ He then assaulted 
them in his turn ; killed some 3 wounded others j 
put the rest to flight ; resumed the pursuit of his 
greyhounds, two of whom were already gored by 
the deer 3 and arrived just in time to rescue the 
third by shooting the animal while at bay. He 
then blew bis born, according to custom, in tokea 
of success. 

Aradas, now hopeless of succour, had retired 
witli his court to a '^ manor** in this forest, in the 
hopes of dissipating his chagrin by the pleasures of 
the chase 3 and the blast of Triamour*s horn was 
distinctly heard in the hall, where it excited no 
small degree of astonishment. At the same time 
arrived a- forester *' with evil cheer,'* who report- 
ed that an intruder was just arrived in the forest; 
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kad killed one of the king's deerj and had maim^ 
ed or destroyed adozen of his game-keeper?. 

Good king Ajradas said than^ 
" I have much need of such a man ! 

" God hath him hither brought !" 
The king commanded knightes three> 
He 8aid> '' Go fetch that gentleman to me 

'' That is now at his play. 
Look, none ill words to him ye breaks 
But pray him with me for to speak j 

'^ I trow he will not say nay.**^ 
Every knight his steed hent. 
And lightly to the wood they went. 

To seek Triamour, Triamour that child > 
They found him by a water side, 
Wh^re he brake the beast that tide. 

That hart that was so wild. 

The three knights executed their commission 
with becoming courtesy 3 and Triamour, having 
first inquired the name of the country, and of the 
monarch who governed it, readily consented to 
accompany them to the hall, where he was re- 
ceived with the most flattering distinction. He 
instantly recognized, in Aradas, the person ttf 
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whose assistance^ during his conflict with ^\t 
James^ he owed his life ; and, on being question- 
ed as to his name and countiy> courteously re- 
minded the king of this important obligation* 
Aradas was so overjoyed at finding Triamour, 
that he swooned three times successively j and 
then related to him the distresses he had under- 
gone since their last meetings and the conditions 
on which he had obtained a truce from the em* 
peror. Triamour, of course, accepted with joy 
the defence of a cause which he knew to be just ; 
Aradas, fiill of confidence in the vigour of his 
champion^ was no longer solicitous about the em- 
peror and his giant 5 and the court of Arragon ex- 
hibited,, during the short interval which preceded 
the combat, a continued scene of festivity. 

On the morning of this important event, Aradas 
conferred on Triamour the dignity of knighthood, 
with which he had not yet been invested, and en- 
treated him to accept the inheritance of all those 
dominipns which he was now preparing to defend. 
Both the champions were then led into the field 
with the accustomed solemnities; both attested, 
in the presence of God, the justice of their cause; 
and, mounting tlieir horses, expected in silence 
the signal of attack. 
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Thfen rode they together full right. 
With sharpe spears, and swordes bright 5 

They smote together sore : 

» 

They spent speares, and brake shields ; 
They pouused as fowl in the fields -, 
Either foamed, as doth a boar. 

The contest was long and obstinate. Triamour 
having accidentally killed the horse of Sir Marra* 
das, was severely taunted by the giant for his 
want of address 5 and, indignantly springing to the 
ground, renewed the combat on foot. The great 
strength of Sir Marradas, which was seconded by 
considerable skill and experience, continued for 
some hours to render the victory doubtful 3 and both 
began to grow faint with fatigue and loss of bloodi 
but at last Sir Triamour, recollecting that he had 
on that day received the honour of knighthood, 
suddenly recovered all his powers, and, pressing 
on his exhausted adversary, pierced him to the 
heart. The innocence of Aradas was thus finally 
inade manifest ; the emperor gave him the kiss of 
peace, 3nd retired with his army 3 while Triamour 
returned in triumph with the king into the capital 
of Arragon. 

Aradas became daily more and more attached to 

bis deliverer, and endeavoured to fix him near his 
8 
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person by the offer of an immediate participation 
of the sovereignty *, but Triamour, anxious to re- 
turn into Hungary vnth as much expedition as the 
adventures which he hoped to achieve on his way 
would permit^ hastened to depart^ after accepting^ 
as the reward of his services, an excellent suit of 
armour, a sum of money, and the best horse in the 
royal stable. 

No impediment occurred on his journey till he 
arrived near the frontiers of Hungary, when, on 
entering a pass in the mountains, he met a palmer, 
who asked him for alms. Sir Triamour made him 
a most liberal present 3 and the pilgrim, in returD> 
earnestly requested him to change his route, which 
could not but prove fatal to him, a» it led to sc pass 
guarded by two giants of unparalleled strength and 
ferocity. The young knight, hearing that there 
were only two, rejoiced in the prospect of such 
an adventure 3 took leave of the palmer f set spurs 
to his horse ; and gave a shrill blast with his horn,. 
to advertise the enemy of his approach. 

The signal was soon answered, and two giants 
were discovered on a neighbouring eminence, QUit 
of whom rode forward, with his latice in arrest, t6 
meet Sir Triamour, while the other remained bo^ 
hind, as disdaining to join in the attack of a single 
adversary. But astonished at the strength and cdil- 
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rage of Sir Triamour, he suddenly c^me d(Swn to 

part the combatants^ and to inquire the liatne of 

the doughty knight. Sir Triamour insiste4' 'cnj 

first knowing theirs, and they condescended to in-i 

form him, *' that they were two of four brothers^ 

one of whom was Marradas ; that their dderJbj'O-* 

ther Burlong was at that moment besieging- the 

princess of Hungary, the mistress of a oet^iti 

Triamour, the murderer of Marradas; and that 

they had occupied that pass in the mountains in 

the hopes of intercepting this adventurer if -he* 

should be bold enough to attempt the rescue of 

.... 

feir Helen by entering the lists with Bdrlong." 
Sir Triamour having repaid their courtesy by an 
equally candid avowal of his name and intentions, 
was instantly attacked by the two giants, both of 
whom he killed after an obstinate conflict^*; and 
then hastened forwards to the capital of Hungary, 
which he found blockaded by the army of Burlong. 
' His arrival was very opportune. The day of 
combat was arrived 3 the lists were set ; Burlongi 
armed at all points, had already demanded the^ 
champion of Hungary 5 and the fair HeFen^ could 
only answer. 



•^' if Triamour be alive. 



" Hither will he come belive : 
f God send us grace to speed !'* 
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The giantj confident that his brothers would 
effectually prevent the arrival of any succour to 
the princess, anticipated tlie triumph which a tew 
hours would ensure to him^ when an unknown 
knight, fiercely riding up to him, challenged the 
lady, and defied him to mortal combat. The lists 
wei*e instantly cleared 3 and tlie princess, observing 
from her tower the movements in the besieging 
army, inquired of her attendants if they could re- 
cognize the stranger who thus gallantly prepare^ 
to expoiie bis life for her deliverance. 

A griffon be beareth all of blue : 
An herald of arms soon him knew. 
And said, anon right, 
** Madame, God hath sent you succour, 
" For yonder is Sir Triamour 

'' That with Burlong will fight !" 

At the sound of the trumpet the two champions 
rushed together 5 shivered their spears ^ and then^ 
drawing their swords, advanced to closer combat. 
Victory was long undecided 5 but Sir Triamour^ 
having aimed at the giant a furious blow which he 
artfully eluded, unfortunately lost his sword j and 
the heart of fair Helen sunk within her. The 
knight himself^ not at all intimidated by the acci* 
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dent> calmly demanded permission to resume his 
weapon, diat the battle might be renewed on equaf 
terms 5 and Burlong promised his consent^ on con-* 
dition of learning the name of his adversary. But 
the generosity of giants is seldom commensurate 
with their stature. On hearing the name of Tria- 
mour, fiurlong determined to kill him while it was 
apparently easy to do so 5 and rushed on the dis- 
armed knight, reproaching him at the same time 
with the murder of Marradas. 

ITien said Burlong, " Thou it was 
" That slew nly brotlier Maradas j 
" A fair hap thee befell !" 
Sir Triamour said to him, tho, 
" So liave I done thy brethren two, 

^' That on the mountain did dwell.' 

This avowal, accompanied by a most haughty 
defiance, exasperated the giant so far, that, sum-, 
moning his whole strength into a single blpw, he 
attempted to annihilate at once his insolent anta-. 
gonist. But his foot slipped, and he fell to the 
ground. Sir Triamour instantly seized the oppor- 
tunity to resume his sword, and, before Burlong 
could recover his legs, cut them botli off at the 
knee. Still he continued to fight with great fury> 
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t4ll Sir Tridmouf > seizing a moment whetl the 
V<entail of his helmet was accidentalJy raised^ se- 
vered his head frotn his shoulders. 

•4 

Now is Burlong slain, 
AiidTriambur, with main. 

Into tlie castle went. 
To thaViady'that was fiill bright ; 
AhS at' the gate she met the knight, 

Aridln her arms she him hent. 
She said, '^ Welcome, Sir Triamour ! 
'^ Ye have bought my love fiill dear : 
^' ^y Heart is on you lent !" 
Tho saidf all .the barons bold, 
" Of him we will our lands hold 3*' 
And thereto they did assent. 

• 

Im^diate preparations were made for the nup-> 
tkils. Margaret was summoned to witness her 
•fi^'!sw happiness, and revealed to him the story of 
his^lMrUi', to the great joy of fair Helen, who had 
always^ -hoped to find, in her beloved Triamour, 
a prince in disguise. Aradas also was invited to 
the coronation, where he was rewarded for all his 
past sufferings by tlie recovery of his ^ithful Mar- 

* 

garet, and by the pleasure of embracing as his son 
the hero to whom he owed the preservation of his 
life and kingdom. 
2 
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And thus we leave of Triaraour, 
That lived long in great honour. 

With the fair Elyne j 
I pray God give their souls good rest*; 
And all that have heard this little gest. 

High Heaven for to win ] 
<Tod grant us all to have the grace. 
Him for to see in the celestial place ; 

1 pray you all to say Amen ! 



A 
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THE LYFE OF IPOMYDON* 



A HIS romance is contained in MS. No. 2252 of 
the Harleian library in the British Museum. 
It is perfect, and consisis of two fyttes of cantos, 
and 2342 verses. Bishop Percy has noticed an 
early but imperfect printed copy as extant in the 
library of Lincoln cathedral, Kk. 3. 10. 



The rich and happy country of Apulia was ne- 
ver so rich and happy as during the reign of the 
good king Hermones, who, says the romance, 
" hated wrong and loved peade,** from a convic- 
tion that he might render his neighbours very 
miserable, without contributing much to the 
comfort of his subjects. His queen was youflg 
and handsome, and in consequence of their joint 
prayers to heaven, as the author verily believes, 
had the good fortune to bring him a. son and heir, 
whom they christened by the name of Ipomydon. 
The child was very beautiful, and much beloved 
by the king and queen, and by the ladiea, who 
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were appointed to superintend the early part of his ' 
education ; after which he was delivered into the 
hands of a foster-father of distinguished merit, 
named Sir Tholomew. 

Tholomew a clerke he toke. 
That taught the child upon the boke, 
Bothe to synge and to rede ; 
And after he taught him other dede. 
Afterward to serve in halle, 
Bothe to grete and to small. 
Before the king mete to kerve, 
Hye and lowe feyre to serve. 
Bothe of howndis and hawkis game 
After he taught him, all and same. 
In se, in feld, and eke in lyvere ; 
In wodde to chase the wild dere. 
And in the feld to ryde a stede. 
That all men had joy of his dede. 

Ipomydon had received from nature an athletic 
but graceful figure -, considerable docility, which 
was increased by his respect for the good Sir Tho- 
lomew ; and that decision of character which is 
of infinite use to men born to command : he 
therefore soon excelled in all manly exercises, in- 
somuch that none could exceed him *' in casting 
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the tree He the dtone/* and had the good sense ta 
studj the all9 of courtesy as mudi as il^ he had 
been unconsckms of his ^t^fiot stfcmgth and ac* 
tivity. Hermones was infinlttfy pt€^ at bU ac* 
complished son, and anxioas for an opportunity of 
exhibiting him to tt ^tfider circk of admirers than 
his own Gourt> on c6t6moa t^ccasiodMi^ ttras able to 
furnish; for whl^h reaSOfihe ma^ unuMial pre- 
parations €01 a festival whi^h he ut/iMy held at 
Whitsuntide^ aUd invited m^dfoo^ guests from 
the most distant p^frta of If ^. Nor Were his 
expectations disappointed. Ipomydon did the 
honours of the entert»nnient in such a manner 
as to attract imivetsal adnuration; arid the female 
part of the company appeared generally to lament^ 
as our author assures us^ that their lords were not 
so young or so handsonle as the heir of Apulia. 

When the important business of dining wa$ 
concluded^ the guests, (fispef sed in search* of their 
respective amusements. 

Some to chambre and some !o boWef, 
And some to the high tower ; 
And some in the hall stood. 
And spake what hem thought good ; 
Men that were of that cyte 
Enquered of men of other cotttltrd 
Of Calabre land who Was king ?*-^ 
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And as Ipomydon had nothing better to do, he 
joitied this inqalsitive party. 

The reply made to this question was, that the 
ling of Calabria was dead, and had left his throne 
to an ocdy daughter^ who was so very beaatiful 
that her charms mocked all power of description *, 
(tat, though so exquisitely §alr, she was still more 
Remarkable for the extent of her accomplish- 
mefitS5 and that although assailed .*by numerous 
suhdrs, man/ of whom wtre kings, and some 
even emperors, she had determined never to be* 
ttow her hand but upon a knight who should 
have proved himself superior in prowess to all the 
kni^s in Christendom. Such an account very 
naturally gave rise to further inquiries, and to 
much discussion : the perfections of the heiress of 
Calabria, and her resolutions on the subject of 
diatrimony, became the universal topic of conver- 
sation ; and Ipomydon, who had hitherto thought 
fittle about women, began to think that life would 
not be worth having if he were not permitted to 
see the wonderful princess of Calabria. 

ShrTholomew soon perceived in his pupil an 
air of pensiveness and dejection, which surprised 
and alarmed him 3 and, the young man having at 
length confessed to him the cause of his anxtf 
ety, endearoured to dispel it by observing that 

F 2 
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he had no cause to despair ; that his personal Bae;* 
rit was certainly not inferior to that of his .ri-^ 
vals^ however numerous they might be ; and that 
the princess could not, easily find a more advan- 
tageous match than one which should unite the 
kingdoms of Apulia and Calabria. Iporoydm 
answered, that his object at present was not to 
many a woman whom he had not seen> but to 
see her and study her character ; that he wished 
to do this in his own way 3 and that unless he 
were gratified on this point he should assuredly 
die. The. good-natured tutor, alarmed at thii 
alternative, flew to the king ; represented to him 
that his son, whose education was now perfected^ 
was desirous of visiting foreign countries ; and, 
after urging the ' reasonableness . of the requc^t^ 
offered to accompaiiy the prince on his travels^ 
and to become responsibly for his conduct. Hay- 
ing thus obtained the consent of Hermones, |ie 
returned with the account of his success to his 
pupil, who embraced and thanked him 5 and, after 
receiving the paternal benediction, selected a small 
number of attendants and proceeded to execute 
his project. 

He had no sooner begun his march than he 
issued strict orders to all his retinue to conceal 
his name and rank, and even the country fronx 
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whence he came 3 at the same time that he did 
every thing in his power to excite a curiosity 
which he was determined not to gratify. Him- 
self and Sir Tholomew, on arriving near the 
castle of the princess, assumed dresses of the ut- 
most magnificence 3 their robes were new and 
richly embroidered, arid their mantles glittered 
with precious stones. Having approached the 
pte. 

The porter to them they gan call. 
And prayed him, " Go into the haij, 
'* And say thy lady gent and free, 
" That comen are men of far contree. 
And, if it please her, we would her pray 
That we might eat with her to-day.*' 






The porter, having carried tliis message, pre- 
sently returned with a gracious answer, and the 
strangers were ushered into the hall, where the 
princess had just taken her seat at table. 

Ipomydon, advancing to the lady, fell on his 
knees before her, and related the object of his 
journey : 

" I am come from far land 3 
''For speech I hear before the lianc! 
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* 

'^ That your nurture and your servior 
'' If holden of so great empiyse, 
'' I pray you that I may dwell tore 
" Some of your service for to lere.*' 

The lady, during Urn speech, surveyed the 
handsome suppliant with the most scrutinizing at- 
tention. To fill any office in her court was iiot» 
indeed, disgracefld even to persons of the most ele<!' 
vated rank ; yet it was unusual to see a petitioner 
for such offices arrayed with a magnificence 
which iier own treasury could not surpass; she 
therefore suspected, and the more she surveyed 
Ipomydon the mpre was she tempted to cherish 
the suspicion, that the avowed motive of his ar- 
rival was not the real one. She, however, readily 
consented to grant his request, and proposed to 
him the offer of cup-bearer, which he gratefully 
accepted ; after which, respectfully saluting all tb^ 
guests, he took his appointed seat amongst them. 
When dinner was ended, and the table (after 
saying grace) removed, the newiy-appointed of- 
ficer rose and proceeded ** to the buttery" stUi 
arrayed in his superb mantle, which now more 
than ever attracted the eyes of the spectators, be- 
cause it was not usual to wear the mantle in per- 
forming any office to a superior : 
1 
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And every man said to otlier there^ 
** Will ye see the proud squyere, 
'' Shall serve my lady of the wine 
'^ In his roantell that is so £ne ?*' 

But Ipomydon had no sooner received tlie cup 
from the l;)utler, than by drawing a siJken lace he 
let fall the mantle^ and desired him to accept that 
trifling present ; with which the man ran into the 
hall^ and, falling on his knees before the princess, 
huiqbly prayed her to assure the noble stranger of 
hb gnitltgde> for which he could not find any ade- 
jquate compression. 

This ?uct of psteotatiQus generosity produced in 
th^ asseoibl^ a general murmur of surprise and 
admiration, to which Ipomydon was very inditfe- 
T^nt; but it alsogaloed him the more valuable 
l^eodship of a young squire, named Jason, who 
was .cousin to the princess, and much in^ her con* 
fidence, and did not fail of producing a considera- 
ble effect on the heart of the lady herself. His 
unexampled profusion, contrasted with the perfect 
simplicity of his deportment, and with bis bu- 
mility in dischaiging the duties of his office ; tlie 
obstinate silence of bis attendants, and bis own 
apparent fear of revealing his uam<e or rank or 
country, piqued ber curiosity, and occupied her 
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whole atteniion. She daily became more and 
more interested in penetrating the mystery, and 
at last felt that much of her fntore happiness 
would depend on her finding that his birth was 
equal to her own. 

After long thought and deliberation, she de- 
vised a scheme which could not fail of throwing 
some light on the subject of her solicitude. His 
grace and address, and the friendship with which 
he had inspired her cousin Jason, were strong 
presumptions in favour of his nobility 5 but these 
were still equivocal : if he was an expert hunts- 
man he must be well-bom : she therefore ordered 
a general hunting party, and determined to watch 
the conduct of the stranger with unceasing atten- 
tion. 

Ipomydon had brought with him three grey«» 
hounds, which had been carefully bred and trained 
by SirTholomew, who now attended his pa^nl 
and assisted in managing them. 

Ipomydon with his houndes tho 
Drew down both buck and doe ; 
More he took with houndes three 
Than all that other company. 

Their squyers undid her deer 
Each man in his 6wn manere. 
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Ipomydon a deer yede unto. 
Full cunningly gan he it undo, 
So fair that venyson he gan to dight. 
That both him beheld squyer and knight. 
The lady looked out of her paVyloun, 
And saw him dight the venisoun 5 
Thereto she had grete dainte. 
And 60 had all that did him see. 
She saiv all that he doivn dreiv * j 
Of hunting she wist he couth enow 5 
And thought in her heart than. 
That he was come of gentil man. 

This inference appeared so legitimate, that at the 
dinner which succeeded the chase she refused to 
give him the trouble of serving her, and ordered 
him to sit by her cousin Jason, for the purpose of 
viewing him more at her ease, and without ex- 
citing suspicion. Ipomydon, being perfectly aware 
that he was no longer quite indifferent to her. 

Anon it gave him in this thought. 
To look again let woidd he nought. 
Nor no more coward thought he to be 
Of his looking, than was she. 

* How he dissected and separated the different joints , 
Jec. see Notes to Mr. Scott's Sir Tristram, p. 255. * 
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Eat this alarmed and displeased her 3 and wish- 
ing to give him ah indirect lesson of caution, she 
affected to have surprised some looks of intelli- 
gence between her cousin Jason and one of her 
damsels, and reproved him for the levity of his 
conduct, which, she told liim, might tend to en- 
danger the fair reputation of the young lady. 
Tpomydon took the hint, but felt it as an oflfenoe : 

Down he looked, and thought great shame 
That Jason bare for him the blame. 
Still he sat ; and said no mare ; 
He thought to dwell no longer there. 

No sooner was dinner over than he approadbec} 
the princess, thanked her for the honour which 
she had conferred upon him by accepting Ills ^er« 
vices, and requested her permission to resign hi^ 
office, and to return into his own country. He 
then took leave of the whole court, all of wboiii 
expressed their regret at his departure, and set off 
with his attendants, notwithstanding the affeo 
tionate remonstrances of his friend Jason, who, 
after vainly trying to detain him by representing 
the regret and misery which his absence vroUld 
occasion to the princess, np less vainly entreated 
to hme the pleasure of accompanying him in bis 
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travels. Ipomydon, as we have seen, was in- 
flexible in all his resolutions. On the present oc- 
casion he probably gratified his pride at the ex- 
pense of his happiness ; but his mistress, angrj 
with him because '* for a word he went away,** but 
still more angry with herself for uttering that word» 
was much more to be pitied. She blamed her folly. 

That she should ^uch moan make, 
' For a stranger mannys sake. 
That no man ne wist what he was ; 
But yet she saide oft, " Alas !*' 

Ipomydon, however, had taken measures to be 
informed of all that passed at the court of Cala- 
bria, and had left a trusty attendant, with ordei-s 
to bring him immediate intelligence of any event 
in which the happiness of the princess might be 
materially interested. He was therefore suffi- 
ciently tranquil to take an active share in all the 
festivities which his father prepared in honour 
of his return, and particularly in a magnificent 
tournament, where he gained every prize, and was 
triumphantly admitted into the order of knight- 
hood. 

In the mean time the princess of Calabria, 
every day less pleased with herself, became every 
day less solicitous to please her subjects. •Her 
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council, having taken t!ie matter into considera- 
tion, waited on her in a body, and requested that 
she would condescend to take to herself a hus- 
band, and gratify her loyal subjects by becoming 
the mother of a long line of princes. In reply, 
she thanked them for their excellent advice, and 
announced to them her intention of remaining in 
a state of celibacy. The council deliberated upon 
this answer, and were of opinion that it was light 
and frivolous ; for which reason, renouncing all 
further discussion with her, they carried their 
complaints to a neighbouring prince, who was her 
uncle, and whose name was Meleager. This 
prince, not being in love, was much more accessi- 
ble to the excellent reasoning of the Calabrian 
ministers; and, having promised to obtain the con- 
sent of his niece to their request, repaired to her 
court ', and, trusting more to the authority of an 
imcle than to the novelty of his arguments, soon 
overpowered her opposition. She only stipulated 
that the possession of her hand and of the crown 
of Calabria, instead of being bestowed by her 
own caprice, or by the wisdom of her council, 
should be proclaimed as the reward of valour ; 
that a tournament should be announced for the 
purpose ; that a delay of six months should be^ al- 
lowed for the purpose of apprising all who might 

3 



THE LIFE OF IPOMYDON. 221 

be disposed to enter the lists on such an occasion ; 
and that the victor knight, whatever might be his 
rank, should receive the crown without delay or 
opposition. To these terms Meleager made no 
objection, and measures were taken to give all 
possible publicity to the convention. 

The agent of Ipomydon justly concluded that 
this event was of sufficient importance to justify 
his return to his master, and hastened with all 
possible speed to Apulia with the intelligence. 
The prince immediately ordered SirTholomew 
to prepare for their journey into Calabria j after 
which 



He purveyd him three noble steeds, 
Axid also three noble weeds : 
That one was white as any milk ^ 
The trappure of him was white silk. 
That other was red 3 both stiff and stour^ 
The trappure was of the same colour. 
Black then was that other steed 3 
The same colour was his weed. 
Three greyhounds with him he lad. 
The best tliat his father had ; 
Red, and white, and black they were. 
Wlien he was dight in this manere. 
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With him he took a fair may. 
And went forth on his JQamey^, 
Into Seseny* the way they nome. 

He then directed Sir Tholomew to enter the 
city by night j to conceal the armour, the horses, 
and the hounds, from the view of all persons 
whatever ; and strictly to enforce on all his at- 
tendants the same silence which they had ob- 
served during their former journey: after which^ 
taking with him only the maiden, he turned back, 
into the forest where he had heard the cry of 
hounds, and, having accosted a knight, was in- 
formed by him that it was Meleager, the king of 
the country, who was then hunting. Ipomydon 
rode up to him, and, after the usual salutations, 
requested service in his court ; which having been 
consented to by Meleager, he proceeded to mo- 
dify his request by the following singular stipula- 
tions: 

Ipomydon said, '< I shall you tdl, 
'^ At this covenant would I dwell. 
Full fain I would be ready boun. 
To lead your queen, both up and down. 



ft 



* It is difEcult to guess what country adjoining to Na- 
ples can be iotended by this word, which generaHy means 

Saxony. . 
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** Fro her chamber to her hall. 
And my leman I would her calL 
My maidcQ^ that is of honobr, 

** Shall dwell in the qoeenys bower, 

'^ At every tarn that I her lead, 

** A kiss of the queen shall be my meed \ 
I Will no more iox my service.** 
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Meleager surveyed him with some surprise } 
but ju^y concluding, from this strange proposal 
and firran the splendour of his appearance, that 
the tftonger kn^ht was a man of great opulence, 
who wished to reside at his court for some mytte- 
rious reason, and not with any view to seduce the 
queen, replied that he accepted the bargain ; and, 
the chase being concluded, conducted the new 
chamberlain to her majesty, who saw nothing in 
the person of Ipomydon which could lead lier to 
refuse the whimsical salary annexed to hb service. 
Thus was he naturally placed on a footing of fa- 
miliarity with the royal couple, which he well 
knew how to improve ; and his wealth and gene- 
rosity soon secured the affection of their courtiers, 
so that he shortly became the universal ^vourite. 

But the important tournament now approached. 
Meleager himself was a knight of no common 
prowess; and he had two companions, Sir Cam- 
pa^ and Sir Cainys, who had acquired a bril^ 
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liant rq>atation by tbdr feaU of anns. Tlie 
giealness of the prize for which numberless war- 
riors were about to contei^ the charms of the 
heiress of Calabria, the extent and population of 
her dominions, and the mighty preparations er* 
cited in every part of Italy, were the constant 
theme of their conversation, whilst Ipomydon 
alcMie seemed to consider the universal bustle 
with apathy or with contempt. Mele^er, lost 
in astonishment at his behaviour, at Im^th fiur- 
mally proposed to him that he should prepare to 
enter the lists, at the same time adding, with a 
smile, that a young knight of his apparent strei^di 
and activity was perhaps justified in hoping to 
bear away the prize with little effort. But 
Ipomydon humbly answered, that ''he had no 
wish but to serve the queen with proper decorum 
and assiduity ; and that the boisterous amusements 
of a tournament, to which he was not accustom^ 
ed, did not seem to him worth pursuing, to the 
neglect of more pleasing and important duties.*' 
Meleager turned from him with a mixture of pity 
and contempt, and lamented, ^s did his two hardy 
companions, that the many accomplishments of 
the amiable Ipomydon should be tarnished by Che 
degrading stain of cowardice. 

On the evening that preceded the ceremony, 
Ipomydon repaired to the queen and begged a 
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boott. *' It is a loiig tiine/* said he, *' ^oce mj 
bounds have been fleshed ; and I sbouldbe g)ad 
to run them at some deer to-*morrow> 'is^hil&t my 
Idrd is QccufMed at the tournament. Your mftt 
jesty will, I hope, hold me excuae4» should mjr 
sport detain me in the field beyond the usual hcnt 
of dinner.'* The queen having readily aaseated^ 
be sent for Sir Tbolomew, and directed bim tQ 
bring to the castle, before day-hreak, the whit^ 
steed, the white greyhound, and the. "V^hite ar- 
mour. He then obtained from the porter the k^jr 
of the castle, rose before dawn, sounded his hprn 
under the ydndows, laced on his armour, vaulted 
into the saddle, and, after requesting SirTholq- 
mew to hunt his greyhound during his absence, 
and to convey the game which he should collect 
to an appointed spot in the forest, ^t spurs to his 
horse and rode to a hermitage on the edge of a 
wood, from whence he could ^scem all that 
passed in the lists. 

In the mean time, the loud bla&U of his horn 
had awakened all the maidens in the castle, so 
that, when called to attend the queen, they 
thought it necessary to compliment her majesty 
on the military ardour which had so suddenly 
inflamed her handsome leman ; adding, that they 
hoped soon to hsul his return as victor from the 
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toamament, and that they sincerely foi^ve hit 
faaviog awakened them so early by a very noi^' 
prelude to his great achievements. The qneoi 
answered drily> *' that thoc^h unfit for tourna- 
ments, her leman was perhaps as rationally em* 
ployed }" and the msudens^ abashed at finding dieir 
congratulations so unwelcome^ held their peace, 
but seemed to lament, as Mele^er had done, that 
the handsome knight was a coward. 

Tlie handsome kni^t, however, was very 
busily employed. Having reached the hermit* 

age> 

He looked forth and beheld ; 
Many a knight he saw in field ; 
Each to oth^r fast gan ride. 
With great spears on either side. 
He took his spear, anon right. 
And lepte on his steed so light ; 
In he came among hem aUe, 
Through the clouds as he had &lle. 

• 

The rapidity of his charge was irresistible) 
knight after knight was unhorsed by him ) and 
the lady, who surveyed the combat from h^r 
bower, and had witnessed many alternations of 
success and defeat in the motions of the opposite 
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^uadrons^ beheld with astonishment this white 
£gare> which seemed to pass through the ranks 
h'ke a spectre^ unchecked in its career, and bear- 
ing down without effort all opposition. At the 
condosion of the justs, every voice proclaimed 
that the white knight was the victor ; and Jason, 
who, as the queen's favourite squire, had been 
employed throughout the day in carrying spears to 
the combatants, now courteously requested him, 
by her command, to repose himself in the castle, 
which would doubtless become, withm three days, 
the reward of his prowess.; Ipomydon, discover- 
ing himself to his old qompanion, replied, '^ Com- 
' mend me to my lady ^ say that thus much I have 
done for her, but that, compelled by painful ne- 
cessity, I must now away to my own country.** 
At these words he set spurs to his horse and dis- 
appeared. Jason, much grieved at the loss of his 
fHend, conveyed the message to the lady, who 
swooned with vexation, tore her hair, bitterly re- 
proached herself for her folly, and would have 
put an end to her life, but that she still enter- 
tained a- secret hope tliat the ^' strange squyere," 
whatever might be his avocations, would again 
make his appearance on the succeeding day. 

Ipomydon now hastened to the place at which 
he had appointed SirTholomew to meet him, 
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delivered to him his horse and arrooar, received 
from him in return a plentiful tupplj^ of venison, 
which the white greyhound had pulled down in 
the course of the day^ and repaired with it to the 
castle of Meleager. The game was displayed 
with much ostentation, and after supping most 
voraciously^ heexclaimed> withuiair of tnumph> 
that he had sped much better at his chase than the 
king his master at the tournament. Soon afto 
this a messenger, dispatched by Meleager, brought 
an account of the wonderful ^ts of arms 
achieved by the white knight ; to which Jpomy* 
don replied by an account of the exploits of his 
white greyhound, whcmi he pronounced to be 
superior in strength and swiftness to any in the 
possession of his majesty, and requested that he 
might have leave to send some choice pieces of 
venison as a proof of his veracity. The queen 
and all her court were marvellously pleased with 
this sally, and they almost began to doubt whether 
the knight's want of courage was not compensated 
by his excellent talqnt for buffoonery. 

The next day exhibited a repetition of nearly 
the same scene, excepting that Ipomydon was 
mounted on a bay horse, and clad in red armour. 
Having recognised his friend Jason, who had on 
that morning been knighted, and took his share iu 



THE I^IFE OF IPOMTOON. SS^ 

the medley^ be enabled him to gam his spurs 
with great distinction ; leaving the young knight 
to repell the attacks of common adversaries^ but 
taking to himself all those who from their su- 
perior strength and skill might have stopped his 
career of glory. The addre9s with which he 
performed this difficult task was so conspicuous, 
that the red knight was thought to have eclipsed 
the glory of the white. Again he was solicited 
by Jason to retire to the castle : *' For,** said his 
friend, 

'' I wote tholi shalt be lord here, 
'* For I know none that is thy peer, 
*' Save, yesterday, the white knight ; 
*' But he is out of land y-dight !" 

'* Nay, Jason, my true fere, 
*' Thou shalt see that I am here, 
'* But greet weU my lady dear, 
'' For her to*day have I been here. 
*' The which, I say, withouten fail, 
" Will me turn to great travayl j 
'^ And many a horse ^lall I ride to dede* 
** Ere I come ^ere that me must need ! 
" For all my land I lose for aye, 
*' But I be there by ^ certain day !*' 

• death. 
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This speech was foUawcd, as oo die dajr hefixe, 
by tender reniODSlniiioes on the part of Jasoo^ bi^ 
obftinacj on the part of Ipomydon^ and by the 
iMtt^ lameotatioDs of his mistress. The knight 
also r^eated with eqnal success his cdd joke, say* 
ing to Mele^er*s messengier. 



" Commend me to my lord so dear. 
And say that Gager my red greyhound 
Modi doer hath broo^t this day to ground ; 

'' I had more joy at his running 

*' Than to stand and stare and see the justing I 
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The third day, which was to decide the &te of 
the princess of Calabria, called forth, of coarse, 
all the mightiest combatants. Ipomydon, still 
appearing to amuse himself with the chase, again 
repaired to the hermitage, from which he issued 
on .a black steed, and clad in black armour. His 
first adversary was a champion of great strength 
dressed in red armour, who was mistaken by the 
princess, and by all the spectators, for the victor 
of the preceding day 5 but Ipomydon instantly 
brought him to the ground, and, seizing his horse, 
led it off in triumph to the extremity of the lists. 
He next assaulted Sir Camys, and was equally 
successful. Sir Campanys was a more formidable 
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adrersaiy^ and at their first shock both knights 
^shattered their spears without effect 5 but the 
second gave the victory to Ipomydon. Meleager, 
incensed at the defeat of his two companions^ 
spurred forward to revenge them> and, attacking 
the unknown knight firom behind, wounded him 
in the left arm ; upon which turning round he 
courteously said, 

'* As thou art kind, gentil, and free, 
'* Abide and just a course with me, 
*' And I forgive this vilainye." 
The king said, '' Thereto grant I." 

The result was, that his majesty's horse was pre- 
sently led off to keep company with those of the 

• 

red knight, of Camys, and of Campanys 5 and, 
there being no more competitors capable of con- 
testing the prize, it was finally adjudged to thtt 
black knight. 

Jason, to whom he again revealed himself, was 
more disappointed than ever at being unable to 
induce him to take possession of a kingdom which 
he had gained, and to console a beauty who adored 
him, and whom his absence would reduce to de- 
spair ; but bb remonstrances were still in vain ; 
Ipomydon disappeared, and returned, as before, to 
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the cftfttle o^f Mdeager witli the prey acquired bjr 
his bldck greyfaound. P<n: the third tiAie, also, lie 
i^Bpeated his iDJutictioDs to the juesseiiger to con- 
vey his resects to the kiiig, 

" And say, nay black greyhound Gilmyti 
** Today hath borne him well a^d fi^e -, 
'' For he hath take many a beast 
" The greatest that was in the forest." 

But whilst he was carving the venison, the 
wound in his arm suddenly (pelted, and bled so 
plentifully as te alarm the tenderness ctft^e queen, 
to whom he thus related the supposed cause of his 
hurt : 

'*" Forsooth, madam, I shall you say 5 
I let rtHi at a deer to day. 
My palfrey I pricked after so fast, 
*' That he stumbled, and me down cast. 
" At that time I took this harm : 
" A stub smote me through the arm, 
" And that was, for I should say 
'' The grec * of the field I had to day." 
So they laughed at him that night. 
That some might not sit upright. 

* the first rank. 



■it 
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Tlie queen now lequested that he would ac^ 
^xmpany iier on the followmg day to the cere«- 
mony of challenging the prixe; but he answered, 
that having absented himself from the lists, he 
did not wish to attend the subsequent challenge $ 
;and that, besides, he had just received some ad- 
vices from home which compelled him, after 
thanking her majesty for ail her kindness, to so- 
licit her permission to depart. This separation 
from her lefnan was very painful to the queen, 
who spared no pains to induce him to stayj but 
he was, as usual, inflexible, and, taking with him 
the maiden whom he had brought, repaired to his 
inn in the city, sent for his host, and gave him his 
final directions about his horses. " I am,*' said 
he, *^ the person who appeared at the late tourna- 
ment in the successive characters of the white, 
the red, and the black knight, and who won, on 
the last day, the four steeds which you see before 
you. My wish is that you go to the challenging, 
that you place on this my white horse a person 
clad in my white armour, and thalt you publicly 
present both horse and armour to king Meleager, 
telling him that his dwn knight, the queen's le- 
man, humbly offers him this present, and wishes 
that every hair of the horse were of gold or sil- 
ver, that it might be more worthy of his accep- 
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tanoe. My bay horse and red aqnour you wiQ 
present to the queen his wife, my noble mistress^ 
with a similar message. The black horse, with 
the appropriate armour, I send to Sir Campaaya^ 
the bravest of my competitors in the tournament 
The king's own horse you will present to the 
heiress of Calabria^ and that of Sir Campanys to 
her cousin Jason. I beg you to accept for your- 
self the horse of the other red knight, which 3rou 
will ride to the ceremony." After repeating se^ 
ve^ral times the precise words in which he wished 
the several messages to be delivered, he bestowed 
A magnificent reward on his host, and departed* 

All the noble persons to whom these presenti 
were directed, accepted them with gratitude, and 
expressed their admiration for the eccentric but 
truly heroic character, who seemed equally eager 
to court danger and to escape from that renown 
which is the u^ual incentive to enterprise. But 
there was one of his antagonists to whom he had 
sent, no present, and whose horse he had reserved 
for his own use : this was Sir Camys i and he 
could not have easily found a knight of more ar* 
rogance, or more disposed to be affronted^ than 
the person whom he distinguished by this mortify- 
ing omission. But not wishing to avow the real 
cause of his indignation. Sir Camys pretended to 
. 6 



THE LIFE OP IPOMYDON. 235 

be angry with the knight for departing agdnst the 
wishes of the queen^ and swore to bring him 
back either by persuasion or by force. 

*Ipomydon had been so thoroughly fatigued by 
the exertions of the last three days^ that he was 
unable to travel with much expedition ; and he 
had advanced but a little way into the forest^ 
when^ stopping his attendants and declaring that he 
must refresh himself by a short repose> he dis- 
mounted^ laid his head on his maiden's lap^ and 
almost instantly fell asleep. But he had not rested 
above a quarter of an hour^ when the maiden was 
alarmed by the appearance of a knight armed at 
all points, who approached them at full speed, 
and appeared determined to prevent their further 
progress. She hastily wakened her lord, and he 
was doing his best to shake off his slumber, when 
Sir Camys thus addressed^him : 

" Traitour ! thou diddest dishonoi!ir, 

'* When thou brakest the queenys bower, 

'^ And toke her maiden and my stede ! . 

** Again to court I will thee lead. 

" Arise, Traitour ! I bid thee 5 

'' To court thou shalt again with me." 

Ipomydon answered this brutal speech in terms 
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of the greatest courtesy ; but gave Sir Camys to 
understand that he was natvirally disinclined to do 
any thing on compulsion ; that he could not re* 
turn to court because his journey lay in an oppo- 
site direction 5 that if he were less sleepy he 
should be in a great hurry 3 and that it would be 
barbarous to carry an altercation any further with 
a man who had so little leisure to dispute the 
point. The moderation of the drowsy knight had, 
however^ no effect on his angry antagonist. He 
therefore rubbed his eyes, laid hold of his spear, 
mounted his horse, took his distance, charged 
Sir Camys at full speed, and threw him over the 
crupper of his horse with such violence that his 
arm was broken in the fall. He then ordered his 
attendants to seize his steed ; to mount him on 
the worst sumpter horse in their troop, with his 
face to the animaVs tail, and his hands tied be- 
hind him 5 and to escort him back to the court, 
which was at no great distance, where his re- 
ception might possibly cure him of his arrogance. 
Having given these summary orders, oiu: knight 
again went to sleep, and met witli no second in- 
terruption. 

The unfortunate Sir Camys, bursting with 
vexation, writhing with pain from his broken 
arm, and not a little annoyed by th^ retrograde 
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mode of travelling which he now tried for tlie 
first time^ passed through the shouting multitudes 
who filled the streets of the city to the castle- 
gafe, where he was immediately admitted by the 
porter, and then conducted by Sir Jason, who held 
the horse's bridle, through the great hall, where 
the whole court was assembled, to Meleager, whd 
with great gravity requested him to relate all the 
circnmstances of his adventure. The humbled 
knight^ compelled to obey the orders of his so- 
vereign, and to become the historian of his own 
disgrace, could now find no refiige for his vanity 
but in exaggcfraling the invincible force of his 
antagonist— 

'* Though all the knightes in the liall 
" Come to him, both great and small, 
'^ He would of them give no thing, 
" But if it were of you. Sir king !" 
Then they loughe all insame *, 
And at his harm had good game. 
There was none in that place 
But they were glad of that case. 
Thus Camys hath his semce quit. 
And of Ipomydon here is a fytte. 

* laughed all tpg^ether. 
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CANTO II. 

IfomydoNj continuing bis journey^ was met 
by a deputation of bis people wbo bad been long; 
in searcb of bim> and wbo notified to bim tbe 
deatb of bis good fatber king Hermones. He 
tberefore bastened bis marcb -, and, baying made a 
rapid progress tbrougb bis dominions to receive 
tbe oatbs of fealty from bis subjects^ evinced bis 
filial piety by ordering a magnificent fimeral for 
bis fatber, causing numberless masses to be sung 
in all tbe cburcbes, and distributing alms to tbe 
poor in sucb abundance, as to prove tbat be in- 
herited tbe virtues togetber with tbe power of bi» 
excellent predecessor. 

Tbe next object of bis attention was tbe queen 
bis mother, wbo found, in tbe kind and dutifiil 
demeanour of her son, tbe best compensation tbat 
could be afforded to her for tbe loss of a;a affec- 
tionate husband, and repmd bim by tbe most un- 
bounded confidence. Here it may be proper to 
observe that, during tbe turbulent ages in which 
this history is placed, the persons of young- and 
beautiful females were often exposed to manifold 
hazards, so that the reader must not be scandal- 
ised by tbe discovery, that the tender mother of 
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Ipomydon had afibrded an example of such 
casualties. 



it befell upon a day 

The queen to her son gan say^ 

In pri^ty, and in counsail^ 
" Thou hast a brother, withouten fail, 
" Privily gotten me upon, 
'* Ere I was wedded to any mon. 
** But hastily he was done fro me, 
"I ne wot if he alive be. 

But he me sent, this ender-year, 

A rich ring of gold fall clear j ^ 

An ever he any brother had. 

That I should give it liim, he bade ; 
" TbsX where he come, among high or low, 
'* By that ring he should him know. 
*' Then take this ring, my son, of me j 
'^ In what country that he be, 
^^ Who that knoweth this ilke ring, 
*' He is thy brother, witliout feslng !" 



« 
<€ 
€< 



Ipomydon accepted the ring, and promised to 
spare no pains in searching for its original pro* 
prietor. 

Soon after this, the principal barons of Apulia 
proposed to him that he should issue orders for 
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bis coronatlcm ^ but this he declined for the pre* 
sent> and satisfied himself with appointing as his 
lieutenant his uncle^ Sir Piers of Apulia^ a knight 
of a middle age^ of approved valour, and di« 
stinguished by an inflexible love of justice. With 
regard to himself;, he modestly said that he had 
not yet sufficiently proved his protvess; but in 
fact he wished to be disengaged for the purpose of 
going in quest of his brother, after having pre- 
viously rescued the heiress of Calabria, who was 
now in greater danger than ever. 

A duke dwelleth Calabre beside, 
A stout man and of great pride. 
He was mighty and of great powere : 
Men dreaded him both far and near ; 
His name was duke Greron ; 
Of Sesseny land he was baron. 

This formidable duke had convinced himsdf 
that the possession of the beautiful heiress of 
Calabria would add much to his pleasures, and 
that her ample territory would form a very agree- 
able addition to his dominions ; for which reason 
be had signified to the lady his intention of marry- 
ing her, if ^he chose to accept his hand, or of 
destroying every man, woman, and child io Ca^ 
7 
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labiia if she rejected his offer. From his mode 
of courtship we may infer that he did not think 
his person reiy seducing ^ and the lady, who had 
some reascms for believing her lover to be the 
Inravest as well as the handsomest knight in the 
world, dismissed the duke's ambassadors with a 
most contemptuous refusal, and prepared to de- 
fend herself as well as she could i while her fe« 
rocious suitor collected a formidable army, and 
prepared to carry his threats into immediate exe- 
cution. Such was the state of afiairs, as reported 
to Ipomydon by the emissary whom he had 
ttgjaJQ left behind him after his last expedition to 
Calabria. 

Instead of preparing to meet his rival with the 
military armaments of a mighty monarchy our 
hero had recourse to one of his usual devices : 

Right unseemly, in quaint manere. 
He him dight as ye shall hear. 
A barber he called, withouten more. 
And shave him, both behind and before^ 
Quaintly indented, out and in ; 
And also he shore half his chin : 
He seemed a fool, that quaint sire. 
Both by head and by attire. 

VOL. III. B 
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Andow be took that was rasQfo, 
And boned liim.o»a^.Qldrioaoc7; 
An hebn as black as ai^ psBi^ 
A cixx>ked spear be took bim than. 
Wbeo tbat be was Ibos digbt; 
He seemed ilia dongbt^ biu^t. . 

- Thus fiiotasticadlj/aoQeatised^^ be ^t off fdpqc^ t(| 
tbe court of. McileflS^r/ svddeaij, bunt inlQ t)^ 
hall with tbe gpefstores of g marfpiapj and with lyf^ 
parent awkwardness ,sbjji«ie4 ^bi^i^P^ar so that.tli^ 
splinteis wei^ scattenpd upop the table. Bo^ 
king and qiie^n iTere dei^lHcKi j|t the arrival;, of 
this whimsical and unexpected visitor. ^'Foji^i 
go to meaty'* wa$ the bpspitaUe exdamatjpnt of 
both } but th^ fool would pot sit down to. t^jl^ 
til] be bad eiacte;df ^^ bpcMiy that he sboi^d bjf 
permitted to take the first adventure which should 
offer. A request apparently so unimportant was 
granted without difficulty^ and the guests were in 
expectatioi^ of receiving infinite amusement from 
their foe1> when a damsel mounted on a white 
mule« and accompanied by a dwarf, entered the 
hall and rode up to Meleager. 

This damsel was an envoy from the princess of 
Calabria, who sent her to request the aid of her 
uncle against the odious duke Geron, who bad 



found little difficulty in dissipating the effeminate 
ttoops of Calabria, and now actually besieged her 
m her citadel. Meleager replied^ that Sir Cam<^ 
panyty whoip alone, he could have tTudt^ as a 
champion capable of facing the redoubtable 
Geron, was now absent, with all his bdst knights> 
on a distant expedition^ and that he had no one 
calculated to undert^e the adv^itute* At this 
instant the fool started up, and claimed the king's 
promise 3 and though the damsel indignantly dis* 
claimed siKh an assistant, he persevered inf assert<i 
ihg his right, and declaied himself ready to fight 
Sir Geron. She turned away and departed ; but 
l^e fool soon overtook her, and became; har i^ith<» 
fill though unwelcome companion. She ordered 
the dwarf to pitch her tent^ she took her repast 
with him, but would not offer a raotsel to the 
fool : fortunately the fool had dined, and pdd no 
attention to her discourse. But her dinner was 
shortly interrupted by a still more disagr^able 
visitant. One of duke Geron's warriors rode up 
to the tent, hailed the damsel as his oaistirei^, and 
without further ceremory proceeded to treat her 
as such. It should seem that the ^ke himself 
being an enemy to much form on such occasions, 
all his followers had abridged as much ais possible 
the nunutise of courtship. But the fool inter- 
it 2 
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fered 5 and, after a short verbal altfercation', seized 
a piece of a tent-pole, laid the knight with one 
blow dead at his feet, and bestowed ujwn the 
dwarf his horse and armour, reserving only bis 
enemy*s spear, Avhich seenaed to be a strong oiie, 
for sodae future occasion. 

They then resumed their journey 5 but at their 
next resting-place were assaulted by a second ad^ 
venturer, as amorous as the former, but not more 
fortunate. Being compelled to just with the fool 
before he coiild obtain possession of the lady, hi 

r 

was pierced through the heart by the spear of his 
apparently conteii)ptible adversary, and his spoils • 
were again given to the dwarf, who began to 
think that madness and great thilitary skill werii 
more compatible than h& had hitherto imagined. 

Agkin they resumed their journey; and, tra^ 
veiling till near the close of* evening, pitched their 
tent, and hoped to escape all further ititehxiption ^ 
but they were disappointed. 

Bight as they 6at and made them glad. 
There came a knight, as the devil him bade^ 
He was thie duke*s brother Geron j 
All was black that he had on. 
Both his horse tod hi^ weed: 
To the maid he gan him speed> 
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And said, " Sithe T find you here, 
^' Ye shall be my leman dear." 

The fool said, *' Nay, not so, 
" Another she hath ta'en lier to j 
*' That am I that thou seest here 5 
*' If th6u her buy, she is too dear." 
'^ Fool/* h© said, *' thou hourdest grete * ; 
'* With my spear I shall thee beat ; 
" Her time foully hath she sped 
" If she should lie with thee in bed !" 

The fool said, *' Twice I Jiave her bought i 
*' Wit^ thy dtiding thou g«!jtt^st Jier nought : 
*' If thoui{iQr have;, thou rau8t:her buy. 
" A penny dearet than ever did I,** 

There was no longer to ^bide. 

But either of them to other ga^ ride \ 

llie £;>ol met the knigl^t so 

Ttiat his baek brast on two. 

With that stroke he him slew, 

Andhis armour off he drew ; 

Anon he took the knightys steed. 

And armed hijn in his weed. 

This change of armour produced such a differ- 
ence in his whole appearance, that the damsel, ii) 
whom his astonishing strength and activity bad air 

* mockest much. 
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ready excited some suspicions^ examined him 
3gaiii with great attention^ and at length con- 
vinced herself that he could be n6 other than the 
strange squire. She now lamented the ^courtesy 
with which she had hitfierto treated him^ 'tod 
wished to make amends hj an .6xci68fi( of kindness. 
Tliey all retired early to restj and t!he dwaif« 
without loss of time^ began t6 snore 5 at which 
signal the damsel rose> and apfntxiching the 
knight^ made him a very Unexpected and ullre- 
senred declaration of love^ adding that> though 
in the service of the princess df Calabria^ she teas 
not less nobly bom, scarcely Ik^ rich, equally 
handsome, and of a more i^Qfectionate dispositloh 
tlian that lady, for whom be'had^iiffered so inuch; 
and ready to a^cicom^yhim id atl \m fortunes, 
without giving him ^ trouble of killing any 
more dukes or knights fof her ^ke^ Bat the 
knight, who had assumed the disguise of a mad- 
man for his own purposes, was not disposed to 
forgo so sudd^y the privileges cf his character. 
Feigning to be plagued by a disagreeaUe dream, 
he began to gesticulate with such violence, whilst 
he uttered the most incoherent ejaculations, that 
the love-sick damsel, after receiving a few bruises 
from his elbows, and narrowly escaping a violent 
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OoatuBion on her ZKSe, was cdrnpeiled to abandon 
her jbrpose and l^ve htm to his slumtiets. 

As k'was necessairyy for the {nirpose. ftf teturn- 
Ing tb tlie citadel' tindisoyrerei^ lliat she should 
mt off before day*ln^ak> ^he took leave of the 
kaigfat ifter.ln(|Uiring whe&er he was still dig* 
posed to fulfil his promise to Meleager^ and tin- 
dertake the battle ; to which he answered^ still in 
his assumed char^er^ thai he possibly i^ight^but 
that after' durvejring Duke GercHi in theindmmg 
he should d^termioie.whethet he liked his lck)ks. 
This doubtful. message^ thearefoi^e^ she foaveyed 
to the prince^> who^ deriving little consolation 
from it, '. now 'empk^oed hers^ in' aoceteiatiog the 
preparations .which she> had niakie for her escape 
from a citadel whicli she was na ibager able to 
defend. 

Duke G^PQp^ aware tklt hia success depended 
TCiy much on kit avaiiing himself of the general 
alarm which 4tti rapidity of his- ixmiad had in- 
spired, itod th^ ^ allies' of t&e princess might 
in a short time coine to lier asdstance, in such 
numbers as tb compel him to iraise the nege, 
spared no paixis to iatinndaie the garrison into a 
speedy suntendet. H6 had advanced to the gate 
of the citadd, dnd had threatened all ita inha- 
bitants with indiscriminate massacre, unless the 

3 
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princess were delivered tQ him or a champioa sent 
out to combat him in the field, when he disco* 
vered a knight, whom he mistook for, his brother, 
advancing towards him, and suddenly heard 
himself addressed by a voice to which he w^ a 
perfect stranger, and in a tone by no nieans 
fraternal. 

" What art thou that makest this cry^ 
'^ And at this gate so great mdstrye ?" 
'* I am," he said, *' lord of here in j 
'* For I am seky this maid to win. 

And will do so ere I hence gon ; 

That other husband getteth she none ! ' * 

Ipomydon said, ** That thou shalt miss, 
^^ For all mine own that lady is> 
*' And full long she hath be so ; 
'* Therefore, I rede thee, hence go ! 
^* I will her dejfend from ^ men.** 

Tlie duke answered bitterly then. 
'* Traitour!** hie said^ " thou art another; 
" I weened thou haddest been my brother : 
*' His steed thou hast, his armour lo ; 
** Thou hast him slain I trow also.*' 
*' That I him slew I gainsay nought j 
'« Th^B so to serve have I thought." 
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With that word, withouten lie. 

Fast together gan they hie. 

That their speares all to-brast ; 

They drew their swerdes and fought fast 

The lady lay in a high tower. 

And saw between them all the stour j 

But she ne wist which for her did fight^; 

For they in like weed were dight. 

We have seen that Geron himself had mistaken 
Jiis antagonist for his brother j and the princess, 
very naturally supposing that the odious duke- was 
the most formidable knight in the world, except- 
ing the strange squire her lover, no less naturally 
concluded, when either knight appeared to gain 
a visible advantage, that he was Geron. Ipomy- 
don, however, though he had never before en- 
countered [such a formidable adversary, o][)tained 
at length a decideti superiority j and Geron, stag- 
gering under the weight of a blow which his 
helmet had resisted, but which had nearly dislo« 
cated his neck, sued for mercy, promised to eva- 
cuate Calabria, to repay all Uie damages occa- 
sioned by his troops, to become the vassal of his 
conqueror^ and to yield him an annual tribute of 
a thousand pounds of gold. Promises of this kind 
were held so sacred by the laws of chivalry, that 
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Ipomydon^ after asseoting to the cooditioiis^ 
bastened to the gate of the citadel^ where he ex- 
pected to be received with open nraa, and was 
mudi surprised at fiadii^ that neidier threats nor 
intreaties could cbtain liim admittanoe. In &ct 
his mistress was no loogor there. 

Beside the castle where in was the eyre*, 
Renneth a river long and ^r^ 
With shippes and sayles manifold. 
Their ^re/»ey f were of fine gold, 8cc. 

In . short, prepossessed that the victor knight 
must be the tyrant whom she drqaded, she had 
escaped at one gate when her defender approached 
the other, had embarked without delay, and was 
hastening down the river as fast as her sails, her 
oars, and the current could carry her, whilst 
Ipomydon was vmnly remonstrating with thb 
keepers of the gate, who, haviqg heard from thdr 
mistress that he must be duke Geron, were de- 
termined to believe that he could be no other pet* 
son, and were confirmed in their obstinacy by <]Ik 
serving the departure of the hostile army, with- 
out whose aid it was obviously impossible that he 
should force an entrance. 

• heiress. 

f Forms OP images? statues were used to decorate not 
only the heads, but the stems of ships also, and were 
usually gilded. 
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Forttmately, while the princess was retreating 
sa precipitately down the river. Sir Camp^iys 
and the rest of her uncle's knights were marching 
along its banks to her assistance. They hailed 
the vessels, and with some difficulty obtained a 
parley, in which the frightened princess gave 
them the best information in her power concern- 
ing the adventures of her damsel and the fool, and 
concerning the combat in which one of the 
knights, had been victorious, and respecting her 
flight, which she had^ valiantly deferred till the 
very last moment. Sir Canipanys, who was not 
at all frightened, could not help remarking to her 
a circumstance in her narrative whicH required 
further explanation; namely, that being in pos- 
session of a strong castle, defended by a numerous 
garrison, she had at length fled from it on the 
approach of a single knight. He therefore con- 
jured her to return, and promised to clear up the 
mystery, and even to bring her the head of Geron, 
if it should appear that he had been the victor in 
the late combat. 

The lady now consented to go back j but, on ap- 
proaching the castle, kept her vessels in the mid- 
dle of the river^ whilst Sir Campanys and his 
knights rode forward to the gate/ where they be- 
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held a knight whose armour led them to think 
that the fears of tiie prinoess were well founded, 

• 

• Sir Carapanys said in this manere j — 
^' What art thou that standest here ? 
*' Tell me why thou makest this din, . 
*' And what thou wouldest have herein ?'* 

He said, " My leman that I wan ; 
** I will not leave her for no man !" 

« 

Sir Campanys now insisted on his retiring in^- 
mediately, on pain of being treated like a common 
robber, and attacked by himself and all liis friends 
at the same time. Ipomydon was completely 
confounded by this unexpected outrage, and al* 
ihost fancied himself in a dream \ but at length, 
seeing that Campanys prepaied to carry his threatx 
into execution, drew his aword, set his bade 
against a buttress of the wall, and defended him- 
self with such vigour as to keep his .assailants at 
bay, till one of his gauntlets being chopped ofi^. 
he was forced to grasp his sword in his naked 
hand, on which wast displayed the ring presented 
to him hy his mother. 

This sight operated like a talisman upon Sir 
Campanys, who instantly dropped the point of his 



THE LIFB OP IPOMTI>OK. S53 

sword and demanded a parley^ to the great relief 
of all the combatants^ who were by this time ex- 
ceedingly tired, and after some difficulty in ad- 
justing a point of great importance in chivalry^' 
namely, the right of putting the first question, 
they at length ^nie to an explanation, by which 
it appeared that Sir Campanys was the long lost 
brother of Ipomydon, and that Ipomydon was 
the strange squire; the white, red, and black 
knight; the chamberlain of Meleager*s queen ; the 
£x)l ; and tlie reputed brother of Duke Gerou. 

With this stock of important intelligence the 
knights repaired to the river-side j a^d, though una- 
ble to communicate^ at such a distance, a very 
circumstantial account of what had passed, con- 
triVed^ by the joint aid of bawlitig and of gesti'- 
culation^ to explain that they were the bearers of 
very good news, and that it related to the '' strange 
squire." The princess, now cured of her fears, 
ordered out a boat, threw herself into it, urged 
the mariners to convey her with the utmost pos- 
sibly dispatch> and seeing her lover on the 
bank. 

She leaped out of the boat, on hie, 
Into the water that he stood by ; 
And he in after, wonder fast. 
That up he gat her at the last. 
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"When they cqme unto tlje laad^ 
Ip0my4oQ took h^r by thehpnd^ 
And told her there> witl^quten &JI4 
Her k>ve had caused hieft great travajkl^ &c. 

He then related very modestly and succinctly 

' . • i ,• » .... 

his various exploits^ to which she listened with de** 

.... i 

light and attention, and abstained from swooninj^ 
with pleasure till he had concluded his whole nar- 
rativej after which, and a gjreat deal of kissing 
and embracing, attended with more joy t'bian th^ 

■ , • A. 

author of the romance will undertake to describe^ 
they repaired together to the castle, and sent out 
'' letters of great noblay" to king Meleager, to 
the emperor, to Sir Piers of Apulia, and to all 
the archbishops, bishops and nobles of the ad- 
joining country, to attend the solemnization of 
their nuptials. This splendid assembly being 
convened, 

. On th^ morrowi when it wflis day^ 
They btisked th€fm>^ 99 1 you say, 

- Toward the churcb,^ with game aD4 glee^ 
To make that great solempnitd. 
The arch-bishi:^ of that land 
Wedded them, I understand. 
When it was done, as I you say. 
Home they went witi^t delay. 
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Bv thatithejr come to the castel, 
Their.meat was. ready every deaL 
Trumpet to meat .gan Uow. tho, 
CSUryons^uid other minttrels mo. 
Xbo. they waBhed.and. went to meat^ 
; And.cvery^ lord todL his seat.. 
Wheik they were tet^ all the rout, 
lifinstrels. hiew then all about. 
Till they were served with pride. 

Of the first course that tide. 

The service was of great array. 

That they were served with that day. 

Thus they ate, and made them glad. 

With such service as they had. 

When they had dined, as I you say, 

Lordis and ladies yede to play; 

Some to tables, and some to chess. 

With other games more and less. 

To conclude, Ipomydon distributed, at the end 
•f the festival, considerable largesses to the min- 
strels and others, who had assisted in amusing the 
company / and bestowed on his brother Sir Cami- 
panys the investiture of Apulia, with the reserve 
of a single earldom, which was alienated in fa- 
vour of Sir Thdomew : he also conferred on his 
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respectable and apparently aged foster-father ^' a 
maiden his lief to he;** and, with more seeming 
proprietyj, gave the hand of another maiden^ to- 
gether with the island of Crete as a marriage 
portion, to his yoiug friend and companion Sir 
Jason. These acts of generosity maintained and 
increased the reputation which he had alreacfy 
acquired ; and the remainder of his life was spent 
in tranquillity and happiness* 
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n HE following abstract" is taken from Garrick's 
Plays, K. 10, which was printed " at London in 
Foster lane, at the sygne of the Hartes home, by 
John Walley.'* Another printed copy is preserved 
in the Bodleian. There are three MSS. copies of 
this romance, one of which is in the Cotton li- 
brary, Calig. A. 123 another in the public library 
Cambridge, No. 690^ and a third in Bishop 
Percy's folio. 

The writer tells us in the last stanza, tliat " in 
romaunce this chronicle is 3" so that Mr. Ritson 
can have had no good reason to doubt its being a 
translation, merely because the French original has 
not yet been discovered. The same remark will 
apply to Sir Tryamour, — It contains 214 stanzas 
of six lines. 

VOL. III. 
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At the time when the county of Artois, since 
incorporated with France, was governed by its na- 
tive sovereigns, there reigned there a count named 
Sir Prinsamour, whose court, though neither so 
magnificent nor so numerous as those of more 
powerful monarchs, afforded an excellent semi- 
nary for the instruction of youth in the courtesy 
and accomplishments of chivalry. Prinsamoiii 
had a daughter named Crystabell, the intended 
heiress of his dominions, of whose beauty and 
accomplishments he was deservedly, proud, and 
whom he hoped- to place on one of the. principal 
thrones in Europe. But Crj^stabell was not ambi- 
tious. Educated in her father's court, she was na- 
turally partial to its inhabitants, and among these 
there was a young knight to whom she was more 
partial than to the rest, either because he was 
handsomer, or because at the numerous tourna- 
ments which Prinsamour had ordered to be pro- 
claimed in her name, and which had drawn toge- 
ther a large concourse of strangers, he had uni- 
formly been victorious. He was a native of her 
father's dominions, and his name was Sir Egla-^ 

mour. 

The young knight, on his part, had always heard 
that Crystabell was the most charming of her sex 5 
and he had no sooner beheld her than he became 
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more confirmed in this opinion. To please her 
had been^ from this moment, tlie great object of 
his life ; with this purpose always m his viev^', he 
had made such a progress in tlie exercises of chi- 
valry as to be considered nearly invincible ; and 
his superiority was viewed without envy, because 
his prowess, generally manifested at the expense 
of strangers, cast a reflected lustre on all. the 
knights of Artois. 

By degrees the princess had acquired the habit 
of considering him as " her knight;" and others 
had insensibly given him the same appellation, 
which, though apparently unimportant, because he 
was her father's subject, was infinitely grateful to 
him, and naturally led to that sort of familiarity 
which enabled himr to discover that he was not 
considered with indifference by his mistress. , 

Having proceeded thus far, he naturally wished 
to advance a step further, and to obtain the advice 
and assistance of a confident. He therefore had 
ioecourse to his trusty chamberlain -, but the cham- 
berlain gave him no encouragement. He observed 
that. 

The man that heweth over-high. 
Some chip falleth in his eye ;** 






and that ^ simple knight, with no property jbut 
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that which he had acquired by his sword, and 
without ail acre of territory, could not, without 
' madness, pretend to the hand of a princess whose 
father, however fond of her and desirous of pro- 
moting her happiness, was still more aniuous fos 
her further elevation. 

Egl^mour sfghed and said no mair^ 
But to his chamber gan he fkre. 

That richely was wrought j 
To God hrs hands he held up soon ; 
" Lordr* he said, '^ grant nie u boon, 

*' Jls thou on rood me bought ! 

The crle's daughter, fan- and free. 

That she may my wife be f 

For she is most in my thought r 

That I may wed her to my wife. 

And in joy to lead our life ! 

'' From care then were I brou^t.** 

It was with perfect simplicity and sincerily of 
heart, that the good knight addressed his Creator 
in the same terms which he would have employed 
to solicit a favour from a feudal superior^ and be 
evinced at least the extent of bis care and anxiety, 
by fretting himself into a violent fever, which dis- 
abled him firom appearing the next day at the table 
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of his sovereign. His absence of course was no- 
,ticed by the princess, who anxiously inquired after 
the health of *' her knight i** and who, we may 
suppose, was not a little pleased at the positive in* 
junction which she received from her father, to rc*- 
pair immediately after dinner to the chamber of 
Sir Eglamour, and to examine the nature of his 
malady. Perhaps too she was not much displeased 
at receiving from the sick man a formal declara* 
tion of his passion, to which she listened with 
much patience^ and answered, that if he could 
obtain the consent of die parent whom it was her 
duty to obey, she should feel no disinclination to 
such a marriage. 

Sir Eglamour was restored to new life by this 
£ivourable answer. He bestowed a magnificent' 
present on the two damsels who accompanied his 
mistress, and was rewarded for his generosity by a 
kiss from her lips, and by an avowal of her afifec^ 
tion, after which she repaired to the count, and in^ 
formed him that tlie knight was so far recovered 
as to be able to hunt oo the following day ; and 
Prinsamour, rejoiced at this sudden and unexpect- 
ed cure, declared his resolution of accompanying 
the knight in his diversion. 

In returning from this chase Sir Eglamour ven- 
tured to mak^ his proposal, to the great surprise of 



t62 «IR EGLAMO0R OF ARTOTS. 

the count, who had not liitherto suspected the sc* 
cret motive which had induced his daughter to re- 
ject with scorn the addresses of all other suitors, 
and now ardently wished to procure the destruc^ 
tion of the young knight, who, whilst he lived, 
could not fail of disappointing all the expectations 
which he had founded on the advantageous mar- 
riage of Crystabell. He however dissembled his 
indignation, and calmly replied, that the possessor 
of his daughter must purchase her by accomplish- 
ing three several feats of arms, each of which would 
expose the candidate for her hdnd to the most im- 
minent danger, but that the reward of success 
would be not only the hand of Crystabell but the 
immediate possession of the whole territory of Ar- 
tois. Sir Eglamour was transported with joy. He 
only was impatient to be informed of the achieve- 
ment which he ^as required in the first instance to 
accomplish, and declared that he would be ready 
to set off on the following day, 

*' There is," said the count, *' at a short distance 
to the westward,*' a forest of noble trees belonging 
to a most terrible giant named Sir Maroke. In a 
part of this forest which is inclosed with a lofty 
wall, and more j)articularly reserved for his amuse- 
ments, are three harts remarkable for their tran- 
scendent size and swiftness. Td determine on 
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chasing one of these animals is to undertake a single 
combat with the dreadful Sir Maroke. Consider 
wliether you have firmness enough for such an en- 
terprise." SirEglamour did not hesilate, but having 
promised to kill the giant^ hastened to his mistress^ 
and with ti'ansports of joy informed her of what 
had passed. 

" Good sir^** she said, *' be merry and glad ! 
*' For a worse journee ye never had, 

*' In no Christian countre ! 
" Sir, if you be on hunting found, 
*' I shall you give a good greyhound, 

" That is dun as a doe ; 
** For as I am a true gentilwoman, 
*' Tliere was never deer that he at ran, 

*' That might scape him fro. 
'' Also a swerde I give thee, 
" That was foimd in the sea; 

*' Of such know I no mo. 
'* If ye have hap to keep it wele, 
" There is no helm of iron and steel 

*' But it would carve in two." 

Eglamour kissed that lady gent. 

He took his leave and forth he went, &c. ; 

and having reached the giant's park, followed the 
wall till he arrived at the gate, and entered. 



264 SIR EGLAMOUR OF ARTOTS. 

The trees, which were principally cypress-trees, 
appeared- to be as fine as he had any reason to ex-* 
pect 3 the deer, of whose size and beauty he was 
a much better judge, were the largest that he had 
ever seen 3 and the dun greyhound soon convinced 
him, by pulling down the choicest of the three fa- 
mous halts, that the princess had not exaggerated 
his merits. Sir Eglamour now sounded his honi 
with such power that the giant, though a very good 
sleeper, and lodged at a considerable distance, was 
instantly roused;^ and hastened to the gate by which 
the intruder had entered, with a full deterrama- 
tion of sacrificing him to the manes of his slaugh* 
tered venison. The knight in the mean time had 
deliberately undone (carved) the animal, blowing 
the prize at intervals upon his horn, and arriving^ 
at the gate, very civilly saluted the giant, and re-, 
quested leave to pass through with his prey. Sir 
Maroke answered in very coarse language, and 
seizing his club;, aimed a blow at his opponent's 
head. Sir Eglamour at the same moment drew his 
sword, the brightness of which not only dazzled 
the eyes of the giant but totally deprived him of 
sight. 

Howbeit he lost his sight. 
He fought with Sir Eglamour the knight 
Two dayes and more. 
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Till tlie third day at prime* 5 

Sir Eglamour waited well his time^ 

And to the heart him bore. 
Thorough Goddis mighty and his knife^ 
There the gyaunte lost his life j 

Fast he began to roar. 
For certain soothe as I you say. 
When he was moten f there he lay. 

He was fifteen feet and more. 

Sir Eglamour, having cut off his head, carried 
it together with the venison Xo his sovereign, and 
was received on his return with the acclamations of 
the whole court. The venison was pronounced to 
be the fairest ^nd fattest that had ever been seen j 
and it w^s the general opinion that the head of Sir 
Maroke was the largest and ugliest head that could- 
be imagined, and that even its elevation to the top 
of the high shoulders on which it had been origi- 
nally placed must have been insufficient to soften 
the natural deformity of its features. 

After three days passed between travelling and 
hard fighting Sir Eglamour required some refresh- 
ment } but no sooner was his strengtli recruited 

• The first quarter of the artificial day, reckoringfrom 
sun-rise, 
f meted, i. e. measured. 
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than Sir Prinsamour dispatched him on a new ad« 
venture, ordering him to bring away, from the 
distant land of Satyn, the head of a prodigious 
boar, whose tusks were a yard long, and who had 
devoured a large proportion of the inhabitants of 
that ill-fated country. 

The knight departed, and travelled during a 
fortnight by land, and during a second fortnight 
by sea, so that if we knew the direction in which 
he moved, it would be easy to ascertain the situa* 
tion of the land of Satyn j but in the mean time 
we must be satisfied with the consolation of know- 
ing that he readily found the boar who was the ob- 
ject of his journey, whose laire was surrounded by 
dead bodies, many of which were cased in beau- 
tiful armour. 

Sir Eglamour having arrived in the evening, 
thought fit to spend the night in the skirts of the 
forest, and proceeded, a little before sun-rise, in 
search of the monster, who was then ifeturning 
from the sea where he had just taken his morning* s 
draught. On discovering the knight, he began to 
whet his long tusks, and then rushed on to the at- 
tack, in which he gained the first advantage, and 
killed his adversary's horse, whilst his own tough 
bide remained perfectly uninjured by the spear, 
put Sir Eglamour soon re(5overed his leg]?,, and 

8 
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drawing his excellent sword had the pleasure to 
£nd that its edge made some impression on his ad- 
versary, though the enormous length of his tusks 
made it impossible to close with him. This battle 
therefore, like that which our hero had sustained 
against the giant, lasted also during two days and a 
half, after which the knight, having gained a fa- 
vourable opportunity of approaching the monster, 
made a terrible blow at his neck> and severed his 
head from his body. 

Some lime before the close of this long conflict, 
the boar had frequently yelled so loud that the 
king of Satyn, who was hunting in tlie forest, at- 
tended by fifteen knights in complete armour, dis- 
patched one of them to explore the cause of this 
unusual outcry j and this spectator arrived just in 
time to witness the termination of the combat, the 
account of which he carried back to the king, to- 
gether with a correct description of the victor's ar- 
morial bearings. 






Of gold he beareth a seemly syght ; 
A steed of azure, and armed knight. 
To batayle as he should gon. 
*' And on the ci^st upon the head, is 
A lady made in her likeness : 
His spurs are sable each one/* 
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The king said, '* So mote I the, 
" Those riche armes will I see," 

And thither he took the way ; 
By that time Sir Eglamoure, 
Had overcome the sharpe stoure ) 

And overthwart the boar lay. 
The king said, " God rest with thee !" 
'* My lord," saidEglamour, '' welcome be ye I 

" Of peace now I thee pray j 
" I have so foughten with the boar 
^' That certainly I may no more; 

^' This is the thirde day." 

AJl the company disclaimed any intention of 
molesting him, and expressed their admiration of 
his prowess, assuring him that the wicked beast 
from whom he had just freed them had sometimes 
destroyed no less than forty brave men in a day. 
The king added, that, for the love of the stranger, 
he would take his dinner on the spot; and the cloth 
being laid. Sir Eglamour was plentifrilly regaled 
with venison and rich wine, and invited to spend a 
few days at the court of Sztfn, for the purpose of 
recovering from his fatigue. But there remained 
a most important business to dispatch, which was 
to cut up the boar; and for this purpose it became 
necessary to request the aid of Sir Eglamour, b&- 
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cause the tough hide of the animal defied the 
sharpest knives that could be found in the countiy 
of Satyn. 

Eglamour to the boar gan gon^ 
And clave him by the rigge-bone. 

That joy it was to see j 
•' Lordings/* he said, '^ great and small, 
" Give me the head and take you all ; 

" For why, that is my fee.** 
Against even, the king did dyght 
A bath for that gentle knignt. 

That w^s of herbes good 5 
Sir Eglamour therin lay. 
Till it was light of day. 

That men to masses yode. 

By means of this long-protracted bath. Sir Egla- 
mour was perfectly restored to all his powers, and 
became enabled to reward his kind entertainer by 
H service of great importance. The boar, it seems, 
was connected, by the closest ties of friendshipi, 
with a huge and ugly giant named Sir Manas, own 
brother to the hideous Sir Maroke, whom £gla« 
mour had deprived of his head ; and this giant had 
thought fit to fall in love with the charmmg Ar- 
danata, daughter of king Edmond of Satyn. Manay 
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had lately been absent on a visit to his brother^ but 
was just returned in very ill humour ; and it was 
foreseen that he would soon appear and renew his 
attempts to carry off the princess. Accordingly 
he made his appearance under the walls of the 
castle^ about the time when Sir Eglamour^ having 
. quitted the bath, began to arm himself j and cast- 
^ ing up his eyes beheld, with grief and indignation, 
the features of his four-footed favourite exliibited 
upon the point of a spear. 

And when he looked on that head, 
" Alas P' he cried, *^ art thou dead ? 
My trust was all in thee ! 

Now, by tlie law that I live in, 
" My little speckled hoglin, 

" Dear-bought shall thy death be !** 

After this pathetic exclamation, he beat the. 
walls with great fury, and continued to threaten 
vengeance on the murderer of his friend, till h^ 
was gratified by the sight of Sir Eglamour, who^^ 
mounted on a iiery courser, and armed at all points^ 
issued from the castle, and putting his lance in the 
rest, attacked him at full speed. Sir Manas not 
oiily resisted the shock, but in an instant threw 
down both man and horse ) so that the king and 
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his whole court began to despair of the safety of 
their champion : but Sir Eglamour lightly spring* 
ing up, drew his terrible sword, closed with the 
giant, and cut off his right arm. The monster 
roared with pain, but continued to fight, though 
yelling at intervals as loudly as ever, till near sun- 
set, when the patient knight, who had hitherto 
suffered him to exhaust himself by his own efforts, 
suddenly rushed forwards and completed his vic- 
tory. 

The grateful Edraond now wished to reward hi« 
deliverer by presenting to him the beautiful \rda- 
nata, together with immediate possession of the 
kingdom of Satyn, and the young lady readily ex- 
pressed her wish to become the recompense of hi» 
achievement; but finding that his heart was al- 
ready engaged, she promised to wait fifteen year* 
for the chance of his being then at liberty, and be- 
stowed on him at parting a ring of such virtue a» 
to preserve the life of its wearer from all perili^ 
whether by land or by water. The knight thank- 
fully accepted the ring; packed up with the greatest 
care the two grisly heads which he had won in his 
fidventure ; and, after an absence of seven weeks, 
arrived in the capital of Artois. 

Prinsamour, far from testifying, any delight on 
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receiving the head of a second giant, in addition 
to that of the boar, only muttered a few words 
of complaint against Sir EgJamoiir, whose death 
he still hoped to compass, and whom he proposed 
immediately to dispatch upon a third adventure. 
But the champion requested a respite of twelve 
weeks, fpr the purpose of recruiting his strength ; 
and having, by the mediation of his friends, ob^ 
tained this permission, repaired to the chamber of 
fair Crystabell, to whom he had much to comma<» 
nicate. The recital of all that he had done, and 
of all that he had suffered since they parted, was 
terminated by protestations of unalterable affection 
on his part, which were re-echoed by the faithful 
Crystabell j from his successful performance of the 
two first /eats of arms they anticipated his easy 
achievement of the third, which her father had 
promised to reward by the gift of her hand j they 
considered themselves as already united to each 
other by every necessary tie, and insensibly begaii 
to think that any further reserve would be almost 
culpable 3 so that, misled by a train of sophistry, 
very \isual in that age of the world, they had be-^ 
fore morning inverted the order of the ceremonies 
which constitute a legal marriage. 

The twelve weeks of tranquillity for which 
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Eglamour had stipulated were soon passed^ and his 
duty required him to set out towards Rome, for 
the purpose of killing a tremendous dragon which 
had long desolated the country round that city. 
He therefore took leave of his mistress 3 left with 
her his enchanted ring j encountered the dragon, 
and successively cut off its tail, its wings^ and its 
head ; but being severely wounded by his poison- 
ous enemy, was put under the care of Viatdur, 
the daughter of Constantine, then emperor of 
Home. The remedies administered by this lady 
at length restored him to health ; but his conva- 
lescence was so tedious, that when he returned in 
triumph to Artois, he found himself deprived of 
the best fruits of his victory. 

The count, after an interval of many months, 
convinced that Sir Eglamour had perished in his 
conflict with the dragon, began to flatter himself 
that his former projects respecting the establish- 
ment of the fair Crystabell might yet be realized, 
when he heard with equal surprise and indignation 
that she was happily delivered of a most beautiful 
boy. 

Then the earl made his vow > 
*' Daughter, unto the sea shalt thou, 
** In a ship, by thee one : 
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** Thy yooDge son shall be thy fere, 
'' Christendom getteth it none here !*' 

Her maidtais wept each on«. 
Her mother m swoon did faU^ 
Right so did her fiiendes all ; 

but intercession was fruitless, and the lovely 
Crystabell was, with her in^t son, abandoned 
to the winds and waves in a vessel without ma- 
riners, sail, oars, or rudder. 

The vessel however seems to have performed a 
voyage of no contemptible length with consider- 
able expedition. In the first instance indeed it 
brought her to a country without any human in- 
habitants, where she landed, and where a bird, 
which is still familiarly known to heralds, and 
which is called a griffin, carried off her infant son, 
who was enveloped in a scarlet mantle, and had 
round his waist a golden girdle. The disconsolate 
mother again embarked, and after a second voy- 
age, during which, ^^ as the great look of Rome 
says*/* she was fivo days without food, arrived 
on the shores of Hgypt, was discovered and con- 

* The author in this place certainly appears to quote 
the ** Gesta Romanbrum^' for this singularly absurd story; 
but I have not been able to diicover it in that collec- 
tion. 
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Veyed to the king; and the said king fortunately 
turning out to be her uncle> was most kindly and 
hospitably entertained during a period of about 
fifteen years. In the mean time her son was car- 
ried by the griffin into Israel ; was found by the 
king of that country, who happened to be hunt* 
ing; was educated with great care at his courts 
under the name of DegrabelU because he fell from 
the talons of a griffin * j and became in process of 
time a most valorous and accomplished knight. 

We must now return to Sir EglamoUTj who^ 
being whole and sound, lodk leave of the emperor 
of Rome and of his fair daughter, and travelling 
as expeditiously as he could, arrived in Artois with 
his dn^on's head, and learnt the whole extent of 
his misfortune. 

Eglamour went into the hall. 
Before the squyers and ^ni^tes all : 

*' And thou, earl of Arteys, 
'* Take," he said, '^ the dragon's heved; r 
*' All is mine that here is leaved : 

** What doest thou in my place V* 

* It must be left to the sagacity of the reader to find out 
the language in which the word Degrabell has this mean- 
ing. 
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Gceat doel it was to hear^ 

When he called Crystabell his fere ; 

*' What, art thou drowned in the sea ? 
*' God that died on rood bitterly:, 
*' On thy soulehave mercy, 

" And on that young child so free !" 
The earl was so 'feard of Eglamour, 
That he was fain to take the tower: 

That evermore woe him be ! 

To beside him in thi^ citadel would hare occa- 
sioned a loss of much time, and Eglamour waa 
anxious to leave a country now grown hateful to 
him. He therefore ordered all the property of his 
enemy to be seized^ divided it amongst those whom 
he knew to be most trusty and necessitous, re- 
warded other friends by conferring on them the 
order of knighthood 5 and having ordered masses 
to be sung in all the churches for the soul of his 
Crystabell, departed for the Holy Land, where, 
during fifteen years, he distinguished himself, 
both in battle and in tournament, by feats of 
arms against the unbelievers. 

At this time the king of Israel, who had insen- 
sibly acquired for Degrabell the aflfection of a fi-. 
ther, became anxious to procure a wife for the 
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young man whom he destined to the possession of 
his throne; and hearing that there was^ at the 
court of the king of £g3rpt^ a lady of incomparable 
beauty^ set sail for that country^ together with his 
adopted son^ whom he had lately invested with 
the order of chivalry. The king of Egypt received 
the reverend monarch of Israel with suitable re« 
spect^ suffered his niece to be exhibited to her 
young suitor^ and declared his willingness to con- 
sent to the match^ after trying the address of young 
Degrabell^ whom he invited to break a spear 'with 
him in the lists on the following day. The young 
knight readily accepted the offer, overthrew his 
royal opponent, and was solemnly married to his 
own mother. But the bride having cast her eyes 
on the shield of Degrabell, who bore a grifiin 
holding in its talons an infant wrapped in a scarlet 
mantle, burst into tears, and relating her whole 
story, was on the same day released from her un- 
natural engagement. 

The king of Israel, however, seemed to think 
that Crystabell was too beautiful to remain any 
longer single, and offered her the choice of aiU 
his knights 3 but heir son insisted that those who 
aspired to the honour of her hand should previ- 
ously overthrow him as he had overthrown the 
king of Egypt ; and that for the purpose of set- 
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tliDg at once the pretensions of a number of can* 
didates^ a tournament should be immediately pro-^ 
claimed throughout all the adjoining country. In 
this proposal the two kings acquiesced ; and Crys* 
tabell herself^ whom her misfortunes seem to have 
inspired with a great propensity to matrimony^ 
having readily acceded to it^ the tournament was 
announced, and attracted to Egypt numberless 
persons of high rank, amongst whom were the 
king of Satyn, and the long-lost and almost for-r 
gotten Eglamour, who was then returning from 
his war&re against the Heathens. 

The veteran warrior no' longer felt solicitous to 
acquire honour in a tournament, and being igno- 
rant that the prize for which the knights were pre- 
paring to contend was that Crystabdl for whom he 
bad suffered so much, took his stand near an angle 
of the lists^ and surveyed the combatants in perv> 
feet silence and with apparent indifference. Knight 
after knight presented himself to claim the han4 of 
the lady, but all were successively unhorsed by the 
youthful Degrabell, and she would have been lefi to 
pine in celibacy, if her champion, ashamed of a 
series of success, which had*test him so little lar 
bour, had not solicited the unknown knight tp 
break a lance with him. Eglamour replied, that 
})i^ h&iag there was quite accidental, and that^ b§v 
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ing on his return from the Holy Land^ he consider* 
ed himself as a privileged person. *' If so," said 
Degrabell, " it had been more worship to thee to 
have come here unarmed." £glamour, with a 
smile, asked if he had not yet had justing enough, 
and added. 






That day felle have I seen. 

With as big men have I been, 

'' And yet well gone my way. 
'' And yet, forsooth, said he than, 
** I will do as well as I can 

*^ With thee once to play." 

With these words he turned his horse, took his 
distance, and charging the youth with irresistible 
impetuosity, threw him out of his saddle to the 
earth. 

Crystabell, who had witnessed her son's over- 
throw, and for some moments was even alarmed 
£3r his life, surveyed his conqueror with trembling 
curiosity. On his shield was painted a rude repre- 
sentation of the event which he had long deplored; 
a ship of gold, containing a lady and an infant, 
and surrounded by waves which '' were made 
both grim and bold^** as on the point of over* 
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\(rhelming the unfortunate vessel. These armo* 
rial bearings^ however^ might perhaps be the ef* 
feet of accident, and she could not venture, on 
fuch grounds, to indulge the veiy improbablo 
hope which the mysterious device so naturally 
suggested. When he was disarmed, and seated 
at table by her side, his air and voice, though 
much altered, gave her confidence in her expec- 
tations, and his answers to her questions fully 
confirmed them. She swooned with joy, and 
Eglamour would not have failed to da the same, 
but that it was necessary to receive in his arms his 
beloved Crystabell. All the noble guests shared 
the joy of the faithful and happy couple, and their 
accomplished son, for whom the good king of 
Israel was still as anxious as ever to procure a 
suitable wife, received the hand of the beautiful 
Ardanata, daughter of the king of Satyn, who 
W2LS thus rewarded for a constancy of fifteen years 
to her old deliverer by obtaining a younger hus- 
band in tlie same family. It was resolved that 
both weddings should be solemnised in the county 
of Artois, for which the whole company imme- 
diately embarked, and the wicked earl having 
very providentially broken his neck, by fiilling 
from his tower on the day of their arrival, th^ 
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nuptials of the father and son were celebrated 
with unexampled festivity in the presence of the 
kings of Israel and Egypt, and of the emperor 
Constantine, who hastened from Rome at the 
summons of his antient benefactor. 
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JL HIS antient and carious little poem^ translated 
from the French of Marie, is preserved in the 
Auchinleck M.S. It b mutilated in two places^ 
and wants the conclusion ; these defects, however^ 
are unimportant with respect to the story, which 
I have supplied from the French. In point of 
language and versification it has more merit than 
any poem of the very early period at which it was 
written, and does not suffer by a comparison with 
Marie's original. 



The author begins his prologue by observing, 
that in antient times, Lays, intended to be accom- 
panied by the harp, were composed on all sorts of 
subjects. 

Some beth of war, and some of woe -j 
And some of joy and mirth also 3 
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And some of treachery and of guile 5 
Of old aventures that fell while ; 
And some of lourdes* and rlbaudy j 
And many there beth of fairy : 
Of all thinges that men seth. 
Most of iove, forsooth, there beth. 
In Bretayne, by old time. 
These lays were made j so sayeth this rhyme, 
&c. 

He then informs us, that the Bretons never fail- 
ed of converting into lay^ all the anecdotes which 
they thought worth consigning to memory, and 
that the following was thus composed and called 
Lay le Fraine (frfene), or " The Adventure of the 
Ash." 

In the '' West countrie*' lived two knights, 
both men of opulence, who had been friends 
from their infancy, and had married about the 
same time. One of the ladies became pregnant, 
and after the usual time was delivered of two 
boys; an event which her husband thought of 
sufficient importance to announce to his friend, 
particularly as it had been previously agreed be- 
iwc^n them tliat each should become foster-father 
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to the children of the other. He therefore called 
a messenger, and dispatched him to his neighbour 
with the intelligence. 

The messenger goth, and hath nou^t forgete. 

And findeth the knight at his mete } 

And fail he gret, in the hall. 

The lord, the levedi, the raejne all ; 

And sith then, on knees down him set. 

And the lord fall fair he gret. 

* He bade that thon should to him te, 
' And> for love, his gossibte* be." 
^ Is his levedi delivered wUh soundef ?*' 
' Ya, sir, y-thonkedbe God, yestrondeX*^ 

* And whether a maiden child, other a knave ?'* 
^ Tway sones, sir, God hem save !** 

Tlie knight therof was glad and blithe. 
And thanked Codes sonde swithe. 
And granted his errand in all thing. 
And gaf him a palfray for his tiding. 

Then was the lady of the house 
A proud dame, and malicious, 
Hoker-full, ichemis-segging^, 
S(jueamous, and eke scorning. 

* gossip, god father, -f health, safety. 

J yesterday. 
§ full of frowardncss, each mis-saying or reviling. 
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To iche woman she had envie j 
She spake these words of felon le. 

Ich have wonder, thou messenger. 

Who was thy lordes conseillor, 
*' To teach him about to send, 
" And tell shame in iche an e7id*I 

That his wife hath tway children y-bore ! 

Well may iche man wite therfore 

That tway men her han hadde in bower : 
*' That is hir bothe dishonour !** 

The messenger was sorely abashed by these un- 
expected and unjust reflections on his mistress; 
the husband reprimanded his wife very severely 
for the intemperance of her tongue ; and all the 
women of the country, amongst whom the story 
was rapidly circulated, imited in prayer to God, 
that if she should ever prove with child a worse 
misfortune might befall her, and that her calumny; 
on all prolific mothers might receive some signal 
and dreadful punishment. 

Whether the prayers of these pious matrons 
were as efEcacious as their anger was sincere, or 
whether some other causes may have contributed 
to the event, the lady did shortly after prove with 

* each an end, i. e., in every quarter. 
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child, and brought into the world two dacight^n«r 
The circnmstance certainly was Yeiy ontowardy 
and the haughty dame felt it most poignantly. She 
was now reduced to the alternatiTe of avowing 
herself guilty of a calumny against her innocent 
neighbour, or of imputing to herself^ fn commoa 
with the other, the crime of adultery, of which 
she had not been guilty 3 unless she could contriye 
to remove one of the twins who had introduted 
themselves into the world tibrough her interven- 
^on, but in direct opposition to her wishes and in- 
terest. The project of destroying her own child 
was, at first, rejected with horror ; but after tt^ 
volving the subject in her mind, and eanvaistBg 
wkh great logical acuteness the objections to this 
atrocious measure, she determined to adopt it, be- 
cause she could ultimately cleanse herself fromr 
the sin, by doing private penance, and obtaining 
priestly absolution. 

Having thus removed her Scruples, she callec^ 
tlie midwife, and directed her to destroy one of 
the infants, and to declare that one only had been 
born. But the midwife who claimed no inconsi- 
derable share in the glory of adding to the number 
of human beings by the birth of twins, would not 
consent to mutilate her own fame by removing 
eitlier of these livhig monuments of her science ^ 
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attd the unnatural mother was reduced to seek for 
a more submissive and supple agent. She had a 
maid^ whom she had educated in her family^ to 
whom she imparted her difficulties^ and this con- 
fidential counsellor at once proposed a contrivance 
for removing them. '^ Give me the child/' said 
she, '' and be assured that without .destroying it I 
will so remove it tliat it shall never give you any 
further trouble. There are many religious houses 
in the neighbourhood^ whose inhabitants cannot 
be better employed than in nursing and educating 
orphan children. I will take care that your infant 
shall be^iiscovered by some of these good people, 
under whose care, by the blessing of Provide^nce, 
it will tlirive and prosper j and in the mean time I 
will take such means that its health shall not suf- 
fer. Dismiss your sorrow therefore, and trust in 
ray discretion." The lady was overjoyed, and ac- 
cepted the offer with assurances of eternal gratitude. 

* As it was her wish that those who should find the 
child might know that it was bom of noble parents. 

She took a rich laudcUne *, 
That her lord brought from Constantine^, 
And lapped the little maiden therin 5 
And took a ring of gold fine, 

* a rich mantle lined with fur. f Constantinople. 
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And on her right arm it knit^ 
With a lace of silk in plit *. 

The maid took the child her midf. 
And stale away in an even tide^ 
And passed over a ^d heath ; 
Thorough field and thorou^ wood she geth f. 
All the winter-long night. 
The weather was clear, the moon was light. 
So that she com by a forest side ; 
She wox all weary, and gan abide. 
Soon after she gan heark, 
Cockes crow, and dogs bark ; 
She arose, and thither wold j 
Near and nearer she gan behold. 
Walls and houses fele she seigh ; 
A church, with steeple fair and hi^ ; 
Then n*as there nother street no town. 
But an house of religion ; 
An order of nuns, well y-dight. 
To servy God both day and night. 
The maiden abode no /e7i^ore§. 
But yede her to the churche door. 
And on knees she sat her down. 
And said, weepand, her orisoun. 

• plaited, twisted. f with. f goeth. 
§ looger, rbythmi gratia* 
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*' O Lord/* she said, *' Jesu Christ, 
" That sinful mannes bedes * hearst, 
*' Underfong \ this present, 
'' And help this seli innocent ! 
J^ That it mote y-christened be, * 

" For Marie love, thy mother free !*' 

She looked up, and by her seigh 
An asche, by her, fair and high. 
Well y-boughed, of mickle price ; 
The body was hollow, as many one is. 
Therin she laid the child, for cold. 
In the pe/ J, as it was, lyfold^, 
And blessed it with all her might. 
With that it gan to dawe light. 
The fowles up, and sung on bough. 
And acre-men yede to the plough. 
The maiden turned again anon. 
And took the way she had ere gon. 

The porter of the abbey arose. 
And did his office in the close 3 
Rung the belU, and tapers light. 
Laid forth books, and all ready dight. 
The church door he undid. 
And seigh anon, in the stede ||. 

* prayers. f receive. \ fur. § folded. 

Jj place. 

VOL. III. U 
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The pel liggen in the tree. 

And thought, well that it might be> 

That thieves had y-robbed some where. 

And goDe there forth, and let it there. 

Therto hejede, and it unwound. 

And the maiden child therin he found. 

He took it up between his honde. 

And thonked Jesu Christes sonde. 

And home to bis house he it brought. 

And took it his daughter, and her besought 

That she should keep it as she can. 

For she was melche*, and couthe than. 

She bade it suck, and it n*old. 

For it was nigh dead for cold. 

Anon, fire she a-light. 
And warmed it well, apUghtf ; 
She gave it suck upon h^ Ifarm X, 
And siththen, laid it to sleep warm. 

And when the mass was y-done. 
The porter to the abbesse com iiill soon. 

Madame, what rede ye of this thing I 

To-day, right in the morning. 

Soon after the first stound \, 






'* A little maiden-child ich found 

* she had milk, and was able to suckle it. 
f certainly— ^uasi I plight ; I promise you. 
{ lap. § hour. 
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*' In the hollow ash there out j 
" And a pel her about j 
** A ring of gold also was there ; 
'' How it com thither I n*ot ne*er." 
The abbesse was a- wondered of this thing. 
'* Go," she said, " on hying*, 
'' And fetch it hither, I pr4y thee j 
** It is welcome to God and me, 
Ich will it helpen as I can. 
And segge it is my kinswoman.'* 
The porter anon it gan forth bring. 
With the pel, and with the ring. 
The abbesse let clepe a priest anon> 
And let it christen in function. 
And, for it was in an ash y-fpund. 
She cleped it Frgm in thatstoynd. 
The nanief of the ash is a frain^ 
After the language of Bretayn i 
ForthyXi Le Frain men clepeth this lay. 
More than asb« in each countrey. 

This Frain thrived from year to year i 
The abbess* niece men weend it were. 
The abbess her gan teach, and leld%. 
By that she was twelve winter eld, 

* in haste, 
f In the MS. it i» ^freynSi* which I presume is a qiistake 
of the transcriber. 

\ therefore. § protect, defend. 
U 2 
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In all Eog^ond there D*as none 
A faker maiden than she was one. 
And when she couthe oo^t of manhede*. 
She bade the abbesse her unssef and rede^ 
Whidi were her kin, one or other. 
Father or mother, sisto- or brother. 
The abbesse her in cooncil took. 
To tellen her she nought forsook. 
How sl^ was foonden in all thing ; 
And took her the cloth and the ring. 
And bade her keep it in that stede 5 
And, therwhiles she lived, so she did. 

Then was there, in that cuntre, 
A rich knight of land and fee. 
Proud, and young, andjoUif, 
And had nought jet 7-wedded wife. 
He was stout, of great renown. 
And was y-cleped Sir Guroun. 
He heard praise that maiden fi-ee. 
And said, he would her see. 
He dight him in the way anon. 
And joUiflich thither is gone, 
" And bade his man segge, verament. 
He should toward a tumament. 
The abbesse, and tlie nounes all. 
Fair him grette in the guest-hall ; 

* manhood, here used for the relation of consanguinity, 
t teach and advise her. 
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And damsel Frain, so fair of mouthy 
Grette him fair, as she well couth. 
And swithe well he gan devise 
Her semblaunt, and her gentrise. 
Her lovesome eyen, her rode* so bright. 
And commenced to love her anon-right -, 
And thought how he might take on. 
To have her for his leman. 

He thought, *' Gif ich come her to 
'* More than ich have y-do, 
'' The abbesse will souchy \ guile, 
*' And wideX her in a little while." 
He compast another enchesoun^; 
To be brother of that religion. 
'* Madame," he said to the abbesse, 
I'lovi II wele, in all goodness, 
Ich will give one and other 
'* Londes and rents, to become your brother^. 
That ye shall ever fare the let**. 
When I come to have recet f f." 
At few wordes they ben at one J {, 
He graithes him, and forth is gon^. 

* complexion. f suspect. f void, carry away. 

§ excuse. || beloved. 

5 of the same religious fraternity. 

•* better. f f lodging, abode. \\ agreed. 
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Oft he com, by day and night. 

To speak with that maiden bright | 

So that, with his fair behest* , 

And with his glosing, at lest 

She granted him to don his will. 

When he will, loud and still. 

" Leman," he said, " thou must let be 

'* The abbesse thy niece \i and go with me, 

*' For ich am riche, of swich powers, 

'' Ye finde bet than thou hast here.** 

Tlie maiden g^ant, and to him trist^ 

And stole away, that no man wist; 

With her took she no thing 

But her pel, and her ring. 

When the abbesse gan aspy 
That she was with the knight owy %, 
She made mourning in her thought. 
And her hement^y and gained nought. 

So long she was in his castel. 
That all his meynie loved her well. 
To rich and poor she gan her 'dress^ 
That all her loved more and less ; 
And thus she led with him her life. 
Right as fehe had ben his wedded wife. 

* promise. f >' ihould be thy aunt 

I away, rythmi gratia* % bemoaned. 
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His knightes com, and to him speke. 
And holy church commandeth eke> 
Some lordis daughter for to take> 
And his leman all forsake. 
And said^ him were well more fair. 
In wedlock to geten him an heir. 
Than lead his life with swiche one. 
Of whose kin he knewe none. 
And said, '^ here besides, is a knight, 
'' That hath a daughter fair and bright, 
'* That shall bear his heritage ', 
'' Taketh her in mariage !" 
Loth him was that deed to do, 
Ac, at last, he granted therto. 

The forward* was y-maked aright. 
And were at one, and truth plight. 
Alias ! that he no had y-wit. 
Ere the forward were y-smit ! 
That she, and his leman also, 
Sistren were, and twinnes two! 
Of o father begeten they were. 
Of o mother bom y-fore f .• 
That hi X so were ne wist none. 
For sooth I say, but God alone. 

* contract. f together. } they, Sax. 
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The new bride was graithed with all. 
And brought home to the lordis halL 
Her father com with her also. 
The levedi her mother, and other mo. 
The bishop of the lond, withouten fail. 
Com to do the spousail. 



The young rival of Le Frain was distinguished, 
like her sister, by a sylvan appellation : her iiame 
was LeCodre (corylus, the hazel), and the knight's 
tenants had sagaciously drawn a most favourable 
prognostic of his future happiness from the supe- 
riority of nuts to vile ash-keys -, but neither the 
knight himself, nor any of his household, were 
disposed to augur favourably of a marriage which 
tended to deprive them of the amiable orphan. 
The feast was magnificent, but dull 5 and never 
were apparent rejoicings more completely marred 
by a general feeling of constraint and formality. 
Le Frain alone, concealing the grief which preyed 
on her heart, was all zeal and activity j and by her 
unceasing attentions conciliated the pity and esteem 
of the bride, and even of her mother, who had 
hitherto felt the utmost anxiety to procure the dis- 
missal of this formidable rival. At the conclusion 
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of the banquet she employed herself. With the ut-r 
most care, in the decoration of the bridal cham- 
ber} and, having observed that the covering of the 
bed was not sufficiently costly^ spread over it the 
magnificent mantle which she had received froca 
the abbess, and had hitherto preserved with the 
utmost solicitude. She had scarcely left the room 
when the bride entered it, accompanied by her 
mother, who, casting her eyes on this splendid 
mantle, surveyed it with feelings of the most 
poignant remorse, and immediately recognized the 
testimony of her crime. She questioned the cham- 
berlains, who were unable to explain the appear- 
ance of an ornament which they had never before 
beheld; she then interrogated Le Frain, and, at 
the end of a short examination fell into a swoon j 
exclaiming, " Fair child ! thou art my daughter !** 
Her husband was then summoned, and she con- 
fessed to him with tears, and with every expres- 
sion of penitence, the sinful act which she had 
committed, and the providential discovery of her 
daughter by means of the mantle and of the ring, 
botli of which, being presents from himself, were 
perfectly familiar to his recollection. The knight 
embraced his child with the utmost tenderness, 
and prevailed on the bishop to dissolve the mar- 
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riage> which was not yet consummated^ and to 
unite their son-in-law to the original object of his 
affecticHis. Tlie other sister was shortly afler be-* 
ttowed on another neighbouring lord, and the ad- 
ventures of Le Frain and Le Ck)dre were formed 
into a lay, which, as we have seen, received its 
name from the former. 
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SIR EGER, SIR GRAHAME, 
AND SIR GRAY-STEEL. 

1 HIS romance is by no means deficient in 
merit -, but 1 do not know of its existence in a 
perfect state, either in MS. or in print, unless 
it be preserved entire in Bishop Percy's folio. 
It was printed (perhaps at Aberdeen) in 1711* 
and from a copy of this date, in the possession of 
Mr. Douce, the following abstract is taken. But 
the printer has evidently followed a very imperfect 
MS. with which also he seems to have taken great 
liberties : and the story, as it now stands, is so 
obscurely told, that the catastrophe is quite unin- 
telligible, and has been, in the present abstract^ 
supplied by conjecture. 

That it was extremely popular in the early part 
of the sixteenth century, is evident from the man- 
ner in which it is mentioned in the '^ Complnynt 
of Scotland" first published in 1549 j and the 
reader will find all the information which can now 
be collected respecting it, in Mr. Leyden*s valuable 
edition of that work, p. 231. 2/3, and in Mr. 
Scott's " Sir Tristrem,*' p. 287. 
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In the kingdom of Bealm * lived a powerful 
earl whose name was Biges^ and who had an only 
daughter, of incomparable beauty, named Win- 
liane. The young lady, whom it was almost im- 
possible to behold with indifference, was, rather 
unfortunately for her numerous admirers, of a 
cold and inflexible character. Having observed 
that military prowess was the qualification which 
attracted general esteem, she concluded that men 
were formed for the sole purpose of fighting j and 
therefore frankly informed her parents that sha 
was perfectly careless about the rank, or wealth, 
or age, or temper, or figure of her husband j and 
that even her deference for paternal authority 
would not be sufficient to induce her acceptance 
of a partner for life, because the possession of 
her person was, in her estimation, the liatural 
right of the man who should be able to win her 
from a host of rivals. 

In consequence ' of these opinions, the fair 
Winliane continued long unmarried. Had she 
been contented to abide by the decision of a single 

* This kingdom is unknown to historians and geogra- 
phers. The name might be taken for a corruption of 
Bohemia ; but it seems to belong to some country at a mo* 
ilcrate distance from Galloway, 
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tournament, the matter might have been easily 
settled ; bpt a peerless knight is not an animal of 
frequent occurrence. Many champions obtained 
successively the honour of receiving marks of 
complacency from the beautiful countess, and 
were successively obliterated from her memory 
by more sturdy or more fortunate adversaries; 
but at length, a young knight, named Sir Eger, 
having acquired a decided superiority over all his 
competitors, seemed to have fixed her inconstant 
inclinations. He was blessed with the promise of 
her hand} and her choice being extremely ac- 
ceptable to her parents, pi:eparations were made 
for the early celebration of their nuptials. 

Sir Eger, thus fortunate in his love, was not 
less so in his friendship. He had a brother in 
arms, the young and accomplished Sir Graham, 
who, perfectly indifferent to popular applause, 
seemed to live for the sole purpose of establish- 
ing, beyond competition, the superiority of his 
companion. These young heroes were insepara- 
ble ', they inhabited the same apartment ; they 
communicated to each other all their projects and 
wishes J and Sir Graham was not the least im-t 
patient of the two for the arrival of the day, 
which should unite Sir Eger to his Winliane. 
But the young lover was unfortunately too much 
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in love. Accustomed to respect all the opinioiui 
and caprices of bis haughty mistress, he per* 
fuaded himself that his valour was not yet suffi- 
ciently signalized ; and hav ing heard of a perilouji 
adventure, which he niight hope t(» accomplish 
before the conclusion of his marriage, rashly re^ 
solved to undertake it, notwithstanding the wise 
remonstrances of Sir Graham^ to whom alone hf 
bad confided his project. 

And he went forth, him alone. 
And all vanquisht came he home^ 
In his chamber, upon a night. 
Wounded sore, and evil dight. 
His knife was tint*, his sheath was ta'en. 
His scabard from his thigh was gane. 
He had mo wounds with sword and knife 
Than ever man that had his life. 
A truncheon of his spear he bare 
To lean him on ; he had na mare.. 
On his bed- side he sate him down. 
He groaned sare, and fell in sown. 

Sir Graham, having with some difficulty restored 
him to his senses, endeavoured, but without suc- 
cess^ to console him under his misfortune. *'Talk 

• • dagger. 
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ttot to me of comfort," exclaimed SirEger, ''since 
my mistress is lost to me for ever. I am vanquished 
and disgraced 3 vanquished in equal combat by a 
tingle knight. My armour^ as you know, was 
excellent 5 it is this nerveless arm which has &iled 
me : I shall see the lovely Winliane bestowed on 
some more cautious knight^ who has remained at 
home while I was hastening to defeat and infamy; 
and I have deserved to endure the misery, of such 
a sight.*' Sir Graham thought it useless to argue 
any further till he should have learned all the cir- 
cumstances of his friend's adventure 5 he there- 
fore remained silent, while Sir £ger pursued his 
narration. 

" I was forewarned by a traveller, whom I met 
by accident on my road, and who directed me to 
the territories of my adversary, that to subdue 
the redoubtable Gray-steel was no easy enterprise; 
but I resolved to persevere, and to enter the 
' land of doubt,' so called from the number of 
knights whom this champion has successively de- 
stroyed. Having passed over a spacious moorj 
bordered by lofty mountains, I arrived on the 
banks of a deep riv^ ; and, having discovered a 
ford which had been described to me, continued 
my journey through a forest which encircled the 
forbidden land. Before I could reach the plain 

6 
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I heard a confused sound, as of horses* feet. My 
steed stopped, erected his ears, and prepared to 
rush forward. I raised my eyes and saw a knight 
in red armour, and mounted on a bay horse, ad- 
vancing at full speed towards me j I spurred to 
meet him, and my spear was so well directed tliat 
its point struck him in the middle of the breast j but 
the shaft shivered in my hands, whilst his spe^ 
passed through my shield, through the whole of 
my armour, and through part of my body. Yet 
1 sate in the saddle. We wheeled, and at the 
second encounter he slew my horse. I rose as 
quickly as I could : but his active courser gave 
him again the advantage 5 he overthrew me and 
trampled me under his horse's feet. Having at 
length recovered my legs, I drew my sword, 
rushed to meet him, and aimed at him a blow in 
which I exerted all my strength. I missed his 
person, but cut through his spear and killed his 
horse. We now met again on equal terms 3 but 
my sword seemed to strike on adamant, whilst his 
drew blood at every stroke. At length my blade 
broke in my hand. I drew my dagger and closed 
with him. Yet in this conflict also he preserved 
the same advantage. His armour resisted all my 
efforts, though my blows, as I thought, were not 
dealt without effect. I had seen him reel and 
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crouch beneath the blow by which I broke my 
tword ', an involuntary groan escaped him when I 
struck him near the belt with my dagger 5 and 
having urged its point through an opening of his 
vizdr, I withdrew it streaming with his blood. 
But, on renewing the blow, my dagger also broke 
off at the handle. Meanwhile his weapon was 
far more efficacious : my hauberk, of the best 
Milan work, my actown, (quilted jacket) in short 
my whole armour, which had often preserved my 
father, and afterwards myself, from wounds, seemed 
ificapable of opposing the slightest resistance to its 
edge. Blinded by the blood which flowed down 
my forehead, and smarting at every pore, I strug- 
gled in vain against my well-armed adversary, 
whom I still attempted to fell with the handle of 
my dagger. I sunk. at his feet in a swoon. 

'^ How long I remained on the ground I know 
oot 3 but I presume that my trance was of no 
short duration, because, on my recovery, I per- 
ceived by my side a second knight, who had fallen 
beneath the sword of the terrible Gray-steel. The 
conqueror had cut off from each of us the little 
finger of the right hand, .as a token of his vic- 
tory. Seeing a stream of water near us, I crept 
to it on my hands aud knees, washed the blood 
from my eyes, refreshed myself by a moderate 
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draughty and^ haying found the broken staff of mj 
sj^ear, raised myself by its means and attempted 
to walk. My own horse^ and that of my anta- 
gonist^ lay dead on the field of battle; but a third, 
of mean appearance^ was grazing at some distance. 
I mounted him with much pain and difficulty, 
and began my journey homewards, which I con- 
tinued during the remainder of the day. 

'' At the approach of evening I beheld a large 
town, which I avoided, and advanced towards 
the castle, which had a spacious garden, with ar- 
bours disposed along its inclosure, and banqueting- 
rooms of great magnificence. Stopping near one 
of these arbours, I beheld a beautiful young lady, 
clothed in a scarlet mantle embroidered with 
gold and pearls, who issued from her bower, and 
slowly advanced towards me. On my alighting 
to meet her, she saluted me as a knight, and in- 
vited me to repair to the castle, where she assured 
me that I should receive the most hospitable en- 
tertainment, and might profit by the assistance of 
the most cunning leeches in the whole co*intryf 
but I declined her offer, and requested only to be 
provided with food and lodging during a single 
night, entreating that I might be left in total 
privacy, as sleep was principally necessary to my 
recovery. She courteously granted ray request ; 
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conducted me to her bower 5 placed me on her 
bed j and^ having intrusted my horse to the care 
of one of her damsels, dispatched the other in 
quest of necessaries for myself. 

Baked fowls she brought agaiuj 

Spice and wine, bread' of main. 

A laver * they have gotten soon j 

Warm water into it was done, 

Andj in a silver basin. 

Her own hands washed mine een. 

And when she saw mine hands bare> 

Then waxed mine anger far the mare. 

The glove was whole, my finger was tint f j 

She might well know it was no dint. 

She perceived that I thought shame. 

She asked not what wa$ my name. 

Or of what country I was come. 

Into what place or in what room. 

Or of what country that I were. 

But eased me in all manere. 

Such drink then as she gave me there. 

Saw I never in my fare ! 

That so much could me restore : 

For I was vanquished all before 5 

• a basin, lavoir, O. Fr. f ^^'f • 
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More weak and weary might no man be. 

And dried of blood, as any tree. 

Her drinks they brought me soon in statft 

That I might speak and answer make. 

She and her maids, those ladies three. 

Of all my gear they spculed me y 

Both of mine hauberk, and mine actown. 

Washed me syn, and laid me down. 

With her own hands^ white as the milk. 

She stopped v^y wounds full of silk *, 

And syn laid me into a bed 

That was with silken sheets spread. 

'^ They now left me to my repose ; but the 
lady and her maidens assiduously watched me 
during the night, amusing themselves with songi 
of love, till the notes of the birds from the neigh- 
bouring arbour warned them of the approach of 
day. The lady then brought me, in a horn, a 
medicated drink of a green colour, which was so 
potent that my pains immediately vanished. She 
again dressed all my wounds, drew from her 
wardrobe a silken shift, which she put on over 
my shirt, and then braced on my armour, the 

* Common lint would, probably, answer the purpose 
better ; but while silk was a novelty it was thought to 
possess many medical as well as other perfections. 
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weight and pressure of which no longer distressed 
me. Recalled, by her means, to new life and 
vigour, I thanked her in terms expressive of the 
warmest gratitude ; but she interrupted me, and 
said ' I know. Sir knight, that thou bearest in 
thy heart a secret passion. When thy love shall 
again begin to exert its influence, all thy wounds 
will open afiresh, and all the pains from which my 
skill has relieved thee will instantly return. Yet 
be of good cheer} for the lady of thy heart, by 
repeating the same treatment which I have pur- 
sued, will easily complete thy cure.' Having, 
with great difficulty, persuaded her to accept some 
trifling jewels which I carried with me, I took 
leave of this amiable lady. She supplied me with 
wine and provisions for my journey j and I ar- 
rived, healthy and vigorous, within a short di- 
stance of this place : but, on approaching the 
abode of my beloved Winliane, the prophetic 
threat of my fair preserver was verified. I fell 
from my horse in a swoon, my wounds began to ' 
bleed afresh, and I have scarcely been able to 
reach my chamber in the miserable state in which 
you now behold me !" 

Sir Graham had listened, in mute attention, to 
the distressing narrative of his friend, but waa 
finable to draw from it . any topic of rational con-o 
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solation. '' Thou art/*' said he, " the victim of 
thj rashness. Yet, as thy weapons only have 
&iJed thee in a contest with the formidable Gray?- 
steel, it were unwise to repine. We cannot con-f 
ceal from thy mistress thy return or thy misfor- 
tune j but we must alter the circumstances of 
thy adventure^ and relate that thy wounds have 
resulted from a conflict with a number of adver- 
saries.*' The advice was good ; but an untoward 
circumstance had already prevente4 the success pf 
the stratagem. 

Winliane, beginning to feai* that Sir Eger*s stay 
would be protracted beyond the time fixed for 
their marriage, was become extremely impatient 
for his arrival. The window of her bower com- 
manded a view of the apartment occupied by the 
two friends 5 and as she was constantly on the 
watch, the lights which she beheld on the night 
of her lover's return raised her curiosity : so that, 
throwing a mantle over her shoulders, she hastexH^ 
to the door, and was preparing to enter, when the 
low and mysterious sound of their voices led her to 
listen to their conversation. . Her ears served her 
so well that she distinctly overheard the real his- 
tory of Sir Eger's defeat, and the story by which 
they intended to deceive her^ after which she 
3gain retired to her chamber, though not so scr 
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cretly as to escape the notice of Sir Graliam, who 
Buspected^ from the precipitation with which she 
rushed by their window^ that she was already 
mistress of their whole secret^ and who was con- 
firmed in his suspicion^ by finding that^ in the 
course of a few hours^ the whole court were in- 
formed of Sir Eger*s return. 

In the meantime he. procured for his firiend 
the ablest leech that could be found. The coimt 
and count-^ss came daily to the sick man^ who lay 
without signs of life J wliileSir Graham^ in answer 
to their inquiries respecting his adventure^ re- 
plied^ " that travelling in /quest of glory, he had 
been suddenly assailed, in a wild and desert place, 
by tlie whole kindred of a knight whom he had 
formerly overcome. That though they were ten in 
number, and most ungenerously assailed him all 
together, he had ultimately killed seven of them, 
and put to flight the remaining three, though after 
receiving so many wounds that his life was still in 
the greatest danger.'* This report, which con- 
sidering the prowess of Sir Egerwas not incredi- 
ble, was generally believed, and the whole court 
expressed the utmost solicitude for the recovery of 
the youtliful hero. 

Winliane alone appeared indifferent about the 
2 
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fate of her lover. Thriee days elapsed before she 
condescended to visit him ; and even theny after 
addressing to him a few careless questions^ she 
was preparing to retire, when Sir Graham, fear- 
ful that her unfeeling behaviour might produce 
a dangerous effect on the health of his friend, de- 
tained her almost by force in the room 5 and, having 
feigned to converse with her in a whisper, de- 
clared aloud to Sir Eger, '^ that the lady had only 
forborne to see him at the earnest request of his 
physician, and that her own health had suf- 
fered no less than his by this cruel prohibition." 
The credulous lover was satisfied with this as- 
surance 5 and during eleven weeks of sickness, 
the kind attentions of the count and countess, the 
care of his brother Sir Pallias, and, above all, the 
pious frauds of Sir Graham, whose invention 
constantly devised new excuses for the rare and 
formal visits of his mistress, continued to keep 
him in ignorance of her unkindi^ess. 

But the mind of his feeling and generous friend 
was by no means at ease. This system of deceit 
could not last much longer, and a discovety of the 
truth might yet be fatal to the convalescent. He 
therefore determined to ascertain exactly the state 
of Winliane*s affections 5 and^ having engaged heip 
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•in a conference, pleaded most eloquently, but 
most ineffectually^ the cause of Sir Eger ; and, 
having informed her that he was determined, 
whenever his health should permit^ to seek out 
and combat the knight who was the cause of his 
late disaster, requested that she would enjoin him 
to abstain from an enterprise which could scarcely 
fail of proving fatal. The lady, after a moments 
silence, calmly replied, "Sir Grahajn, you 
know that it was always my intention to accept as 
a husband that man only, who, from whatever 
cause, should be constantly victorious in every 
enterprise. Sir Eger appeared to be that man. As 
such I accepted him for my future lord. I was sa- 
tisfied with what he had done 5 I exhorted him 
to refrain from seeking any new adventures j but 
he was rash and presumptuous. And what has 
he gained ? You need not answer 3 for I know all. 
He has been vanquished 5 vanquished by Sir 
Gray-steel. I heard this from his own lips on 
the night of his arrival. I will give him no 
counsel ; whether he go or stay, he has forfeited 
my hand, which he can never recover." Sir Gra- 
ham, piqued at her insensibility, replied, '^ He, 
I am persuaded, will no longer trouble you with 
his suit, having found, during his last disastrous 
enterprise, a mistress equally captivating, and, as 
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he says, still more nobly bom. Suppose therc- 
fore, since be slights you, that you should accept 
of me.'* This sarcastic proposal was answered 
by a look of indignation, and thus ended the con- 
ference. 

Sir Graham now determined on the generous 
project which had long floated in his mind. He 
repaired to Sir Eger, and said, " The knight who 
hath disgraced you must be chastised in his turn. 
Had your weapons corresponded with your 
courage, he would have been slain, or made 
prisoner by you 5 it must be now my business to 
defeat or kill him under your name and character. 
But nine days must elapse before I can execute 
my purpose, because that time will be necessary 
to persuade the court of your co|nplete recovery. 
Now rise and dress yourself; exhibit yourself at 
your window j appear to be occupied in reading 
romances, or in any other amusement. All will 
rejoice at the return of your health, particularly 
the count, who will hope to see you speedily 
united to his daughter.- But of this I have my 
doubts ; for women are very fickle. Next, gra- 
dually resume your usual exercises; and lastly, 
having equipped yourself as if for a distant ad^. 
venture, repair to court, take leave of the count 
and countess, and return to me, who will be 
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ready to personate you. Remember to watch well 
•the countenance of Winliane ; but say ^little to 
her, and that with an air of indifference.* Should 
I succeed, my return will be speedy 5 and you 
can easily pass a short interval in close retirement 
(for thus should I do if you were absent) without 
betraying yourself. If I fail, you will do your 
best to revenge me 5 and neither of us will be 
dishonoured, though both should be numbered 
amongst the victims of the mighty Gray-steel." — 
'* Nay !" exclaimed Sir Eger, '* though I should lie 
here these seven months, I will depute to no 
man a quarrel which is solely my own. I thanlc 
you much for your noble pffer, but I naust re- 
venge myself or die.** — '* If you could lie heref 
seven months without being supplanted by a rival, 
I would not intrude between you and Sir Gray- 
steel. But Winliane has encouraged the addesses 
of Sir Olyes ; she knows your whola story, which 
she overheard by listening at our door 3 she coa^ 
sidcrs you as disgraced." 

Sir Eger said, ^* If it be so, 
^' Then wot I well, I must forego 
" Love-liking, and manhood, all clean !" 

The water rushed out of his een 5 
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His head he strook^ his hands he wrang. 

And each hand on another dang. / 

Sir Grahanoe then said to him, *' Let be ! 

•• Ye shall be helped hastily. 

'* For here I vow to God of might, 

** That I shall ride and seek the knight. 

** Into what land that he in be, 

** I shall him slay, or else he me. 

*' And if I chance to wki the field. 
And get his helm, or yet his shield. 
Or any mark of him to see, 

*' The lady will think that it is ye.** 

Sir Eger now reluctantly consented, and his 
brother. Sir Pallias, was called in to assist at the 
conference. Their uncle. Sir Agam, had pos- 
sessed an excellent sword, which was carefully 
preserved by his widow, and which it was judged 
indispensable to procure on this occasion. Sir 
Graham therefore repaired to the old lady, in- 
formed her that her nephew Sir Eger was on 
the point of going to encounter the terrible Gray- 
steel, mid requested the loan of that weapon 5 as 
a security for which he lodged in her hands tlie 
charters of all his estates. The negotiation suc- 
ceeded 3 and Sir Graham obtained not only the 
»WQrd^ but its whole histor}', which the good lady 
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related with much prolixity) assuring him diaC 
it was tough as wax, h^d as flinty trenchant 
as lightning, and^ in short, so valuable^ that the 
pawn which he left in her hands would be a very 
inadequate compensation for its loss. Every thing 
being at length provided. Sir £ger put on his 
clothes^ received the congratulations of the court, 
appeared to gain strength every hour^ and on thQ 
eightli day arrayed himself in his armour^ and. 
repaired to the great hall to take leave of thQ 
knights, and of the count and countess. It wa^ 
remarked by all present^ that though hi« air was as 
confident as usual, he was pale and emaciated; 
in fact^ it was not without effort that he was able 
to stand under, the weight of his armour : and the 
oo¥Uitess^ alarmed for the fate of her intended 
son-in-law, earnestly entreated him to forego hit 
enterprise till his strength should be re-esta- 
blished. But he persisted in his resolution ^ and, 
having received on his knees the earl's permission 
to depart, and humbly kissed her hand, prepared 
to leave the hall. Winliane was there, but seemed 
perfectly indifferent to what was passing 5 and Sir 
Eger, having been strictly enjoined by Sir Gra- 
ham to treat her with similar coldness, contented 
himself with asking her aloud whether she had 
any commands. ^^ No," she replied. '^ but I 
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hope you will render this adventure more in* 
teresting than the last. You then left a fingef 
behind you j this time you should at least leave a 
hand !" A murmur of disapprobation was imme- 
diately heard through the assembly, and Sir Eget 
was much mortified 3 but he dissembled his feel* 
ings, and, bowing to the assembly, retired to bis 
apartment. 

Winliane, however void of affection, was by 
no means deficient in curiosity. She hastened to 
the window of her bower for the purpose of wit- 
nessing her lover*s departure, and of judging, by 
his modtf of managing his horse, whether he was 
indeed so far recovered as to have a chance of suc- 
cess in the perilous enterprise which he had un-* 
dertaken. In the mean time Sit Eger had throwil 
off his armour, and Sir Graham, with the as- 
sistance of Sir Pallias, was in a few minutes ready 
to personate his friend. A war-hotse, caparisoned 
with the utmost care under the direction of Sir 
Pallias, who had attentively surveyed every girth 
and proved the strength of every buckle> was 
ready saddled at the door* The two brothers in 
arms parted after a short embrace. Sir Graham 
vaulted into the saddle, caused his steed to curvet 
for some minutes under tlie window of the asto- 
nished Winliane, and, then, setting spurs to his 
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•ides, departed in full gallop, and with the ra- 
pidity of lightning disappeared in the shades of 
the neighbouring forest. The lady could scarcely 
believe the testimony of her eyes. She descended 
from her bower, and repaired to the lodging of 
the knights, where Sir Eger, fatigued by th« . 
weight of his armour, equally dissatisfied with his 
mistress and with himself, and full of anxiety for 
Sir Graham^ had already retired to bed. She 
hurried through the outer room, without noticing 
the salutations of Sir Pallias, who attempted to ac- 
cost her, and passed into the ' bed-chamber, thcJ 
windows of which were partly closed^ so that tha 
features of the knight within the bed could not be 
discovered. As she had so lately conversed with 
her lover, and had still more lately, as she thought, 
seen him depart on his adventure, she accosted him 
without suspicion by the name of his friend. *' Sir 
Graham,** said she, " I am lost in surprise ! I 
have tliis moment beheld Sir Eger, who not ten 
days ago was confined to his bed : yet has he now 
the air of a hero j and, trust me, he seems likely 
to speed in what he has undertaken. Little con- 
fidence, however, can be placed in the prowess 
of a knight so lately discomfited. To what pur- 
pose should he engage in fresh a4ventures ? Hi» 
honour can no longer be recovered T* Sir Eger, 
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easily counterfeiting the voice of his friend, utterly 
denied the triumph of Sir Gray-steel, and repeated 
most circumstantially to the indignant lady the 
fabricated tale, which she knew to be totally false j 
concluding by a declaration, that he was deter* 
mined not to stir from his bed, nor to admit any 
visitant except herself, till the return of the in- 
jured and defamed Sir Eger. Sir Pallias vouched 
for the same story, and made the same declara-> 
tion: so that the fair Winliane, overwhelmed 
with vexation, and almost in doubt whether all 
her senses had not conspired to deceive and con- 
found her, hastily put an end to her visit, and re- 
tired to her chamber. 

We must now attend upon Sir Graham, who, 
having reached the forest^ began to recapitulate 
in his mind the directions by which he was to 
guide himself, for the purpose of finding his road 
over a large tract of desert country, and the tokens 
which would enable him to recognise the beauti- 
ful Lillias, to whose medical skill his friend had 
been so much indebted. After thirty miles of a 
road which was already familiar to him, he would 
find an extensive moor, and must follow, during 
four days, the right bank of a mountain torrent, 
until it should be joined by a second, which he 
must ford, and then keep the, united stream on his 
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kft hand till he should arrive at the sea-shore. 
He must then follow the sands^ keeping a rocky 
forest on his rights till he reached an extensive 
and cultivated plain. He woiild then see at a 
distance a fair castle^ with spacious orchards and 
gardens^ and^ on a nearer approach^ would readilj 
distinguish the lady's bower^ which was remark- 
able by it9 numerous spires^ surmounted by vanes 
and weathercocks richly gilt, and shining like 
glass in the sun*s rays. The lady was distin- 
guished from her attendants by her height and fair 
proportions, by the clearness of her complexion, 
and by the beauty of her eye-brows, which nearly 
joined. Besides this there was a small red spot 
near one of her eyes, which the extreme white- 
ness of her skin rendered very conspicuous. The 
silken sark, (shift) which he bore with him, 
would serve as an introduction, and he was to 
convey to her some rich broches and jewels in re- 
turn/or her kind hospitality to Sir Eger. 

These instructions were fully sufficient for th^ 
guidance of a knight, who was of course in the 
habit of travelling through intricate forests, and of 
exercising his sagacity in finding his way by means 
of the sun and stars, by the moss on the stems of 
trees, and by other natural indications. But Sir 
Graham was still more fortunate. Having reached 
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the sea -side, be overtook a yeoman mounted on 
a hackney, who readily undertodc to guide him to 
the castle. From him he learnt that the country 
which he had just entered was called Gallias * j 
that the earl, whose castle he beheld, was named 
Gorius ; that Lillias was his daughter and heiress; 
her brother. Sir Alistoun, having been killed by 
Gray-steel ; and lastly, that she was still unmar- 
ried, though she had been betrothed to a knight, 
named Sir Garrentine, who, having attempted to 
revenge the death of her brother, had been killed 
by the same formidable champion. The yeoman 
did not quit Sir Graham till he approached the 
city, which he entered alone, and stopped before 
the door of a principal burgess, by whom he was 
received with all the honours due to a knight er- 
rant. His horse was conducted to the best stall in 
the stable ; and the burgess, his family and ser- 
vants, were all in motion to provide for him the best 
means of accommodation: but the knight, hastily 
dismounting, and refusing the offer of an escort, 
immediately passed through the city, and, ap- 
proaching the castle, examined all its avenues^ and 
readily discovered the gardens, the arbours, and 
the lady's bower, which perfectly agreed with Sir 
Eger*s description. He had not waited long when 

* probably Galloway. 
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he also saw the lady, whom he instantly recog- 
nised and accosted as an old acquaintance^ pro- 
ducing at the same time the silken sark, which 
she had bestowed upon his friend, together with 
the present of jewels *, at the sight of which the 
beautiful Lillias inquired, with the most tender 
solicitude, after the health of the knight who had 
sent her these tokens. 

Sir Graham had determined to personate his 
friend, whom he nearly resembled in figure, and 
whose voice he was able to imitate very exactly. 
He had altered, by means of an ointment, the 
colour of his skin ; had carefully concealed his 
hair^ and, confiding in his disguise, answered 
without hesitation that he was the knight who 
was so much indebted to her for the restoration 
of his health and life. Lillias, overjoyed at this 
assurance, earnestly requested him to accompany 
her to her bower, where he had been already en- 
tertained 5 but the knight, foreseeing that this 
must lead to a discovery of the artifice, replied 
that he had already taken up his inn within the 
town, and must defer his visit to her till he 
should have accomplished the object to his adven- 
ture. Astonished at this refusal she surveyed him 
with an air of doubt, and hastily pulling down his 
glove, and perceiving that his hand was entire, 

Y 2 
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exclaimed with an air of indignation^ that she was 
no longer surprised at the precipitation with which 
the knight had formerly returned home ; 



" t'of here silch leecliing is ttete hoiie ! 
*' There is no leech, in all this land. 

Can put a finger to a hand ! 

The finger that he left in wed *, 
" That has another in its stead, 
*' Both as feir, as whole, as clean 
'* As ever it was or yet had been ! 
'^ Ye should not. Sir, in a strange land^ 
" Mock, nor yet be wer-hourdand -f j 

But, if ye will with bourdings deal. 

Right cleanly than ye should theifi veil — ** 
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and, having cotitinued for some time in the same 
strain, threw down his present of jewels with 
contempt, and hastily turned from him to de« 
part* 

During the early part of this conversation, Sir 
Graham had contemplated with great attention 
and pleasure the mild and benevolent features of 
tlie beautiful Lillias : but her animation gave them 

* in pawn* f too fond of ralllftry« 
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8ueh additional charms ; the blush of indignation 
in her cheeks was so becoming 3 and her fine eyes 
kindled into such dazzling brilliancy, tliat before 
the conclusion of her lecture he found himself 
most seriously enamoured of the fair preacher. 
To part with her thus was impossible. He seized 
her hands, detained her in spite of her struggles, 
and forced her to hear his whole story, which he 
related with perfect veracity. Lillias was for a 
time incredulous 5 but Sir Graham, now in love 
for the first time, w^s become so eloquent and 
persuasive that she could not disbelieve him. Of 
his approaching conflict with Sir Gray- steel he 
spoke in terms of rational confidence, not dis- 
paraging the prowess of his adversary, but trusting 
to the justice of his cause 5 he dwelt much on the 
accomplishments and merits of Sir Eger, on his 
brilliant valour, cm his truth and constancy to his 
mistress, on his steady and cordial friendship, but 
passed over as a tiling of course his own disin- 
terested generosity in devoting his own life for the 
gratification of his friend. This last point, how- 
ever, was not lost upon the gentle Lillias, who 
began to survey him, if not with love, at least 
with very sincere admiration. Their quarrel was 
now ended, and it was agreed that instead of re- 
turning to th^ city he should sup in the lady's 
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bower^ and be lodged in the same bed which had 
been formerly occupied by Sir Eger. 

After a plentiful repast^ the lady began to re- 
late, in her turn, the history of her misfortunes. 
She had once a brother whom she tenderly loved ; 
an admirer for whom she felt a no less ardent af- 
fection 3 and both had fallen beneath the sword of 
the inhuman Gray-steel. She could not pro- 
nounce that hated name without torrents of tears } 
Sir Graham could not behold those tears without 
feeling the most anxious impatience to encounter 
the wicked champion who caused them to £ow, 
nor without the secret hope of obtaining by his 
destruction that place in her heart, which, by her 
own confession, was now unoccupied. She uncon- 
sciously repeated, again and again, the same story, 
because Sir Graham continued to -listen with un- 
abated attention, and because she reflected with 
increasing terror on the fatal prowess of Gray- 
steel, and thought that she could not insist too 
often on the caution, as well as on the determina- 
tion, with which it was necessary to encounter 
that dreadful antagonist. The night rapidly wore 
away, and Sir Graham would have been glad to 
pass the whole of it in conversation ; but the , lady 
at length dismissed him to his bed, where he lay 
without closing his eyes, his invagination being 
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employed, sometimes in picturing the amiable 
Lillias, sometimes in representing his adversary 
prostrate at his feet. At last the day broke, and 
never had he wished so anxiously for its arrival. 
The dawn was ushered in by the songs of birds 
from the neighbouring ^rbours, and by the still 
more welcome approach of his lady, who, at- 
tended by her two maidens, brought a long train 
of baked meats and spiced wines, of which he was 
compelled by their importunate kindness to swal- 
low a reasonable quantity. 

Sir Graham being now ready to depart, the lady 
exclaimed : 

'' Sir Graham ! all knight of aventure ! 
" In press, think on your paramour ! 
'' I will not bid you think on me 5 
" Think on your love, wherever she be, 
*' And on your friends that are at hame, 
'' And on your guesting you have ta'en. 
*' And here your supper shall be dight, 
" I think ye shall be here at night. 
. '^ Think not Gray-steel, albeit he wold, 
*' Shall hinder you your tryst * to hold !" 
He said, '' Lady, so God me rede. 
An if ye would, he shall not speed !" 

* place of appoiatment. 
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Lillias sent a page to accompany him to his inn^ 
and^ with the page^ a large bottle of her best and 
strongest wine, which he was ordered to fasten to 
the saddle-bows. The horse, who had fed as 
plentifully and had slept more soundly than his 
master, appeared impatient for actibn^ and Sir 
Graham, vaulting into the saddle, began his march, 
accompanied by the applause and pity of numerous 
fpectators. 

Women weeped sore for the knigbt 
When he passed out of their sight ; 
They trowed he would be in that steady 
Where many men had left their head. 

Ere it was mld-qiorn of the day. 
He came where that the place did lay 
Which was called ** the land of doubt y 
A forest lying round about. 
In Roman stories who will read*. 
Two miles of length and two of Irede. 
He saw no thing into, that stead. 
But great felon dun deer and red. 
He saw beside him, on a height, 
A fair castel, with towers wight„ 

* This looks like a reference to the Gesta Rpmi^Qonini, 
but I cannot find in that work any allusion to the present 
history. 
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A deep river, long and brade : 

Was never one that over it rade, 

(That had not Sir Gray-steel his leave) 

That came again without repreave *. 

Sir Graham he looked not to that. 

But sought a ford, and that he gat 

When he was on the other side. 

Then fair and hulie f could he ride. 

He rode the two-part of the land. 

And nothing found he there stirrand. 

He 'lighted on his foot, and stood. 

To ease his horse and do him good. 

His spear he sticked, it was so lang ; 

His shield upon his saddle hang 3 

Syne, drank of wine, and made good cheer ; 

Then thought upon his lady dear 5 

And then, no longer would he bide. 

But near the castle can he ride, &o. 

Sir Gray-steel, informed by his spiei that aa 
;idventurous knight awaited him in the forest, at 
length issued from his castle, clad in his red ar- 
mour, and mounted on his powerful bay horse, 
whose footsteps shook the ground to a considera- 
\}\er distance. Sir Graham, who had been long 
lost in thought, started from his reverie, recog- 

♦ reproof, here used for defeat. f slo^dy. 
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nised the hateful enemy of his friend and of his 
mbtress^ defied him to mortal combat^ and^ firmly 
grasping his lance> rode at full speed to the en- 
counter. So true was his eye, and so well had he 
directed the weapon, that tl^ hitherto invincible 
Gray-steel was thrown to a distance on the field. 
He rose, however, unhurt, and drawing his sword 
ran fiiriously to meet Sir Graliam, who having 
sprung from his horse advanced towards him, 
anxious to terminate as quickly as possible a cour 
flict on which his life was staked. But though 
eager he was not precipitate ; he husbanded his 
strength, ai^d waited till he^ was sure of his aim ; 
when discharging a dreadful blow on the helmet 
of his antagonist, he drove the metal into the 
scull, and inflicted a dreadful wound. But Gray- 
steel, long inured to combats, and losing all sense 
of pain in the desire of revenge, struck at the 
same instant the shoulder of Sir Graham, and 
with such power that he dropped on one knee, and 
scarcely recovered with his left hand the sword 
which was slipping from his right. The victory, 
therefore, was still undecided j and the two chana- 
pions at first appeared to be equally enfeebled r 
but in a short time the anguish of Sir Gray-steel's 
wound became almost intolerable 5 his brain be- 
came giddy, his stomach sickened, and his sight 
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grew confused 5 while Sir Graham, whose arm 
had been benumbed and rendered senseless by the 
first shock, gradually recovered his vigour. Aware 
of this advantage, from the ill-directed blows of 
his adversary, he called on him to yield himself 
and sue for mercy j but the indignant Gray-sted 
replied by a fierce and haughty defiance, and, 
raising his sword with both hands, dealt such a 
blow on the head of Sir Graham that the blood 
burst from his nose, and he staggered a few paces 
backward : he however soon recovered himself, 
and, discharging a back-stroke on the throat of hi9 
enemy, nearly severed the head from the body. 

Gray-rSteel into his death thus thraws * 5 
He waiters f , and the grass up-draws j 
His arms about him could he cast. 
He pulled herbes and roots fast. 
A little while then lay he still, 
(Friends that him saw liked full ill) 
And bled into his armour bright. 

While Sir Gray-steel was expiring in convul- 
sions, the victor repaired to his horse, and, taking 
the bottle from his saddle-bow, swallowed a copi- 
ous draught of wine, the gift of the provident 

• draws ? f tosses, welrets, tumbles, Sib. Glcw. 
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LUlias. He then hastily returned to his slaughtered 
enemy 5 cut off the right hand, which he placed 
in its mailed gauntlet j put on his own head the 
golden helmet of Sir Gray-steel 3 and, having ad- 
justed the two shields on the saddle of his own 
horse, whom he led in his right hand, mounted tlie 
bay charger, and hastened from the field of battle, 
lest he should be molested in his retreat by a sally 
of Sir Gray-steers adherents from the neighbouring 

castle. 

Though he rode as fast as he could, it was night 
before he reached his inn in the city, from whence 
he departed in the morning. He was immediately 
attended by crowds, of inhabitants, who pressed 
forward to behold the wonderful knight who had 
achieved tlie adventure of ** the land of doubt,** 
and brought off the spoils of the terrible Gray- 
steel. The golden helmet, on which no former 
chaippion had been able to ip^ke any impression, 
passed from band to liandj the great bay steed 
with his golden saddle, and tlie shields with the 
bearings of the two knights, were anxiously ex- 
amined } but curiosity was particularly busy with 
the features of Sir Graham, while he was inapa- 
tient to withdraw himself as soon as possible firom 
the public eye, lest some untoward accident should 
lead to a discovery of bis secret, and deprive his 
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friend of the honour of the adventure. He called 
his host, and said, ^' Though pot dangerously hurt> 
I am wounded, and muclv fatigued, so as to stand 
in need of a good leech. Besides, though Sir 
Gray-steel is dead, his firiends may seek to re* 
venge him, and, if they learn that I am lodged in 
this open town, may accomplish their purpose, 
I would fain repair to the castle, or to the bower 
of Lillias, whose skill is well known to me 5 and 
request you to conduct me thither, and to take 
with you the helmet and the glove, which I have 
engaged to lay at her feet as a proof of my suc- 
cess.*' The host obeyed, and conducted him to 
the bower. 

When they arrived, they found the gate clo^. 
Within, a table was prepared, at which sat the 
desponding Lillias accompanied by her damsels. 
She for a time surveyed the untouched dainties^ 
and then exclaimed, 

'* He that supper for is dight, 
" He lies full cold, I trow, this night ! 
*' Yestreen * to chamber I him led 3 
^ ** Tliis night Gray-steel has made his bed !**&:c. 

After these and similar reflections she relapsed 

• yesterday evening;. 
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iato her melancholy reverie, which was inter- 
ropted by the voice of the burgess, who solicited 
admittance. One of the maidens replied, that at 
Bach an undue hour he could only gain access to 
her mistress by going round through the castle, 
where the key was always lodged j but he in- 
sisted, declaring himself the messenger of the ad- 
venturous knight who had left them in the morn- 
kig, and answering their questions in such a man- 
ner as to prove the truth of the assertion. Lillias 
now interfered, observing that she rejoiced }n the 
kni^f s return, and would have been happy to 
receive him with every attention j but that, since 
he preferred his inn in the town, she did not wish 
for any communication with his messenger. Sir 
Graham, ashamed of having so far trifled with 
her kindness, excused himself by declaring that 
the darkness of the night had compelled him to 
take a guide 3 but that he had not lost a moment 
in the town, having immediately hahtened to 
thank her for her hospitality, and once more to 
implore her assistance. 

At the sound of his voice, all obstacles vanish- 
ed i the doors flew open 5 and even the burgess 
was overpowered with caresses -, while the knight 
was assailed by a rapid succession of questions, 
which he answered as shortly as he could, assu*- 
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ring the lady that he had constantly thought on 
her during the combat, and that to her image he 
had been, under the blessing of Providence, in- 
debted for his victory. Lillias, during the stay of 
his guide, could only tliank him by a look of love 
and gratitude ; but, having dismissed the burgess; 
repeated all her questions for the purpose of hear- 
ing a repetition of the same answer, and was pre- 
paring to make a similar avowal of her tender- 
ness, when the bloody hand of Gray-steel in- 
closed in its mailed gautitlet met her eyes, and, 
awakening the recollection of her former misfor- 
tunes, drew from her a flood of tears. She now 
reproached herself with forgetting, for a moment, 
that the formidable Gray-steel could not have fallen 
quite unrevenged; that his sword, which nevet 
descended in vain, could not have suddenly lost its 
edge 3 and that her lover in all probability was se- 
verely, perhaps dangerously, wounded. She called 
her damsels to assist in unlacing tlie knight's ar- 
mour, examined tlie grievous hurt in his shoulder, 
shuddered at the sight, and with a trembling hand 
began to apply the necessary remedies ; while she 
avowed, with perfect simplicity of heart, her un- 
bounded admiration of the virtues and affection 
for tlie person of her patient. '^ Might I,*' said 
she, ^' impart to my father, on whose secrecy yoa 
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may confidently rely^ the history of what you have 
done, he would be ready, I am sure, to reward, 
even with the present of all his lands, the con- 
queror of the ferocious Gray-steel!" *' I ask no- 
thing, fiiir Lillias, but your hand.*' " And that 
thall be yours,*' replied she, '^ when you think 
fit to claim it. I will now leave you to my dam- 
sels, who will serve you with spice and wine, and 
will return with my father as soon as you shall 
have resumed your armour and be ready to receive 
huo." 

The earl was still in the hall. Supper being 
ended, the minstrels had begun their music, to 
which, however, he paid no attention, his mind 
being painfully occupied by the recollection of his 
misfortunes, and by incoherent projects of venge- 
ance against the cruel Gray-steel. He paced si- 
lently backwards and forwards in the hall, his 
knights respectfully forbearing to intrude on his 
reverie, when Lillias suddenly entered with an air 
of giddy gaiety, and, having inquired into the 
cause of his melancholy, promised him immediate 
consolation, and proceeded to relate the whole 
story of Sir Eger, of his defeat, of the relief 
which she had afforded him, of the subsequent 
ad\^nture of his brother in arms, and of the de- 
struction of Gray-steel, whose helmet and shield^ 
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together with his bloody hand^ were then in her 
bower. " And where^" exclaimed the earl, " is 
the astonishing youth who has destroyed the fe- 
rocious monster ?" *' He also," replied Lillias, 
" is in my bower, but means to depart at day- 
break. Will my father condescend to visit him ?** 
The earl instantly seized the hand of the countess^ 
and, following his daughter, advanced towards the 
knight, who saluted him most respectfully -, after 
which he dropped on his knees, returned thanks 
to God, and^ addressing Sir Graham, exclaimed, 

'' On you be worship and honour ! 

** Of fortune you have won the flower, - 
So doughtily as ye have 'sailed j 
And that many therof have failed. 
Therefore, to God a gift I give 
Everlasting, that, while I live. 
It shall be yours all that is mine !" 
The lady made the knight a sign : 
The knight kneeled full courteously. 
And said, *' Then, lord, this young lady, 

*' I will now ask her for my wage, 

. '* And have her into marriage.'* 

The earl and countess readily gave their con- 
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sent. It was agreed tliat Sir Graham should re- 
ceive her hand as soon as he should have accom- 
plished his adventure > and during seven days^ 
. which were employed in completing the cure of 
his wound, the helmet and shield of Gray-steel 
were publicly exhibited at court, and it was an- 
nounced that the hand oif Lillias was destined to 
the unknown knight who had revenged the death 
of her brother. 

On the eighth day Sir Graham departed before 
the dawn, and, travelling with all possible expedi- 
tion, reached the foot of the mountains before 
night, and had the good fortune to obtain an ex- 
cellent lodging in a small town, in the house of 
a burgess whom he overtook en the road. Here 
he was informed, by a very loquacious hostess, 
that he was still in the land of Gallias, (Grallo- 
way?) and that the whole country between the 
mountains and the sea was dependent on the fa- 
ther of Lillias ; so that his sleep, it may be pre- 
sumed, was rendered mucih sweeter by the image 
of his amiable mistress. He then was guided by 
his host to tlie edge of the moorlands, and re- 
ceived from him a supply of provisions for the 
next four days 5 during which, guiding himself by 
means of his old land-marks, he travelled over a 
desert country, seeing nothing but 
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great mountains on his right hand^ 



Both does and roes dun and red^ 
And harts^ ay casting up their head^ 
Bucks that brays^ and harts that' hailes *, 
And hinds running into the fields 3 
And he saw neither rich tior poor. 
But moss, and ling, and bare wild moor. 
So it was, that four days and mare. 
Ere he could win to Sir Eger, 
Who lived into great distress, 
'Biding at home in langsameness f . 
Then came he home within the night. 
And no man got of him a sight. 

The joy of Sir Eger at the return of his friend 
was extreme, and the remainder of the night was 
almost wholly spent in the recital of his adven- 
tures in the land of doubt and in the principal 
castle of Gallias. At length, however, it be- 
came necessary that Sir Graham should retire to 
his repose 5 and it was agreed that Sir Pallias 
should, at the dawn of day, repair to court to 
notify the return of the supposed Sir Eger, and 
diat the knight kimself should speedily follow, 
arrayed in his armour, and bearing with him the 
trophies of his victory. A return so triumphant 

* brays? f listlessness. 
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was likely to captivate once more the vain mind ctf* 
Winliane 3 but her lover was strictly enjoined to 
treat her with the same scorn which she had 
manifested towards him during his misfortunes ; 
and as experience had now taught him the ne- 
cessity of such conduct^ he performed his part 
with sufficient asperity, rejected. the kiss which she 
offered, and loudly assured her before the whole 
court, that a heart so vain and versatile as hers 
was not worth his acceptance. 

Winliane, equally disconcerted and astonished 
by this reception, hastened with her complaints to 
Sir Graham. '* My lord, Sir Eger/* said she, 
" is grievously offended with me, but without 
cause. If 1 have erred, it was through a natural 
and excusable mistake 3 for how could I suspect, 
when he returned discomfited from the former 
battle, that he was capable of the brilliant enter- 
prise which he has now achieved ?" Sir Graham, 
far from consoling her, answered with an air of 
compassion, that his friend appeared to have 
transferred his whole affection to the lady whom 
he had met during his fifst adventure, and who, 
having greatly assisted him in this last journey, 
had strong claims on his love and gratitude. Sir 
Eger entered the room, and by his careless apd 
even sarcastic manner confirmed her belief in Sir 
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Graham's pretended suspicions 5 and the' lady, 
completely humbled, retired lo her chamber ac* 
Gompanied by Sir Pallias, who vainly attempted 
to intercede with Sir Eger in her favour, and who 
firmly believed that she could not long survive, 
under the torment of the conflicting passions by 
which she .was agitated. 

Sir Graham, however, had no intention of de^ 
laying the negotiation, but only meant to eftect 
it in his own wayj and directed Sir Eger to go 
and amuse himself during some hours in the fo- 
rest, promising him at his return the hand uf his 
mistress, together with complete and public sa- 
tis&ction for the affronts which he had received 
from her. He then repaired to Winliane, and, 
afler alarming her by the assurance that his 
friend's short eicpedition into the forest was only 
preparatory to his final departure, which would 
probably take place in a few days, observed that 
she might possibly turn this incident to her ad- 
vantage. '^ Sir Eger," said he, '^ once loved you 
most entirely, and I suspect that some remains of 
that passion still lurk within his breast, though 
suppressed by pride and indignation. The insult 
which you offered him was as public as it was 
cruel and unprovoked] let your contrition be 
i^ually notorious, ^seihble all tl^e ladies qf th^ 
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city 5 put yourself at their head 5 meet htm in so- 
lemn procession 5 fall on your knees before him, 
and entreat his forgiveness. Be assured that, if 
your foolish pride do not again interfere. Sir Eger 
will be your own.'* Winliane, who had lost all 
hopes of attaining the great object of her life by 
marrying a hero, eagerly accepted the conditions, 
and executed them most scrupulously. The 
wedding was concluded in the course of the day, 
and was followed, as usual, by a series of festi- 
vities which lasted during a fortnight. 

Sir Graham, having thus secuted the happiness 
of his friend, became anxious to fulfil his own 
engagements with the amiable Lillias. But it 
was impossible that he should depart unobserved, 
and it was difficult to invent a plausible reason for 
quitting his *' brother in arms'* at such a mo- 
ment, without exciting suspicions in the mind of 
Winliane. But the knight had foreseen these dif- 
ficulties, and his inventive genius had devised a 
stratagem by which they were effectually re- 
moved. 

Sir Eger was directed to inform his bride, in 
seeming confidence, that during his last expedition 
against Sir Gray-steel he had bound himself by a 
vow to return into that country, or to find some 
good knight as his substitute, for the purpose of 
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accomplishing an adventure of great importance 
to the heiress of Gallias. Winliane, therefore, 
suspecting that this lady was the rival to whom 
Sir Graham had often alluded, was very anxious 
to divert her husband from the project of making 
this dangerous visit, and earnestly entreated him 
to intrust the adventure to Sir Pallias 5 but Sir 
Eger having observed that his brother, though 
sufficiently brave, was too fond of pleasure, and 
particularly too much addicted to wine, for such 
an important commission, and that Sir Graham 
alone could be trusted as his substitute, she re- 
solved to persuade Sir Graham, if possible, to ac- 
cept it. She offered him any portion of her fa- 
ther's treasures which he might think necessary 
for the journey, together with as many attendants 
as he might require -, and, when she saw him d^» 
part at the head of a splendid retinue, rejoiced 
not a little at the success of her negotiation. 

Sir Graham, after a prosperous journey, ar- 
rived at the city of Garrace, the residence of his 
amiable mistress ; and, having left Sir Hugh, his 
attendant knight, together with his &fty squires, 
at the inn which he had formerly occupied, pro- 
ceeded with his host to the bower of Lillias. On 
the following morning he marched at the head of 
his company to bear mass^ and to pay his court 
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with becoming deference to the earl and countess^ 
who received him with sincere satisfaction, and at 
the expiration of a few days, which were em- 
ployed in making preparations for the nuptials^ 
bestowed on him the hand of their lovely and ac- 
complished daughter. The wedding was follow- 
ed, as usual, by magnificent tournaments, and 
the rejoicings throughout the earrs dominions 
were universal and sincere ', his subjects antici- 
pating the prospect of many years of glory and 
security under the protection of the invincible Sir 
Graham. 

Nothing was now requisite to gratify eveiy wish 
of his heart, but the company of his fi*iend Sir 
£ger^ who^ on receiving the first intimation of 
his desire, collected a company of a hundred 
squires and knights^ departed with his beloved 
Winliane for Garrace, and was welcomed by a 
series of iestivities more magnificent than the 
' country of Gallias had ever before witnessed. • 
Here therefore it should seem that the author 
would have done well to terminate his recital ; 
but he has judged otherwise, and we must endear 
voiu: to follow him to the conclusion. 

The scene of joy which followed the meeting 
of the two friends was suddenly interrupted by 
the illness of Sir Graham ) and so rapid was tha 
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progress of the disease^ that a few days conducted 
him to his grave. The tender and affectionate 
Lillias, exhausted by the fatigue of incessant 
watching, and stunned by the weight of this irre- 
mediable calamity, beheld the preparations for his 
funeral in silent anguish, and seemed nearly as 
lifeless as tlie corpse which was deposited in the 
grave j but the impetuous Sir Eger, yielding to 
the violence of his grief, threw himself on the 
body with loud exclamations, and then proceeded, 
to justify the excess of his sorrow by relating the 
whole extent of his obligations to Sir Graliam^ 
the real conqueror of Gray-steel, whose gene- 
rosity was still more unexampled than his valour. 
Nothing could exceed the astonishment and in- 
dignation of Winliane at this unexpected recital. 
She loudly protested that she could not forgive 
herself for having, though unknowingly, shared 
the bed of a beaten champion ; that she hence- 
forth abjured his company for ever 5 that she 
sliould now carry her shame and misery to a reli* 
gious house, and hoped to be freed by a speedy 
death from the hated recollection of her husband « 
This wish was fulfilled 3 and before the end of 
two years she expired in a convent. In the mean 
time Sir Eger, scarcely conscious of her absence, 
but inconsolable for the loss of his fiiend, deter- 
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mined to bear arras against the infidels. He re- 
paired to Rome, received the papal absolution, 
passed over to the island qf Rhodes, soon raised 
himself by his valour to the command of the 
Christian army, and during two successive cam- 
paigns obtained so many brilliant victc»'ies, that 
all Europe resounded with the fame of his talents 
and success. But neither wealth nor glory could 
compensate for the death of his friend. He re- 
signed his command, and returned towards his 
own country j but, having heard on his road the 
fete of Winliane, repaired to the capital of Gal- 
lias, where he found in the amiable Lillias a 
companion in his grief, who was always ready 
to expatiate on the merits of the accomplished Sir 
Graham. By degrees the two mourners began 
to feel that each was less miserable when the other 
was present ; and as one only means occurred to 
prevent their future separation, and to preserve 
the rich and unprotected widow from the ad- 
dresses of importunate suitors, they finally agreed 
to unite their hands and fortunes. The author 
concludes by beseeching '' Jesus, heaven's king," 

To grant them grace, and good to spend. 
And love aye, while their latter end ! 
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1 HIS romance is of high antiquity, being pre- ' 
served in the Aucbinleck MS. It is also contain- 
ed in Bishop Percy's folio. The following abstract 
is made from a transcript of the black letter copy 
in Garrick's collection (K. ix.), by W. Copland; 
containing gg6 lines. The title in the Auchinleck 
MS. is more properly written Sir Degare, i. e. 
Degare, or L'egare 5 the name being intended to 
express (as the author tells us, in line 230,) *" a 
thing £or person] almost lost.^* 

There was once a king of England *, who was 
excessively fond of tournaments, because it had 

* By this appellation the author does not seem to mean 
any king of the whole island. His heroes do not cross the 
sea, but only travel a long way to the westward. Perhapi 
his king may have been some Saxon chieftain in Northura* 
berlaud,' and his heroes cither Welsh or Gaelic. 
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never happened to him to be overthrown, and he 
was amused by tumbling his adversaries into the 
dust. His love of this recreation was only equalled 
by his alFection for his only daughter, a young 
lady of exquisite beauty j and as nun^berless kings, 
princes, and lords, were induced to become her 
fuitors, partly on account of her charms and ac-^ 
complishments, and partly *' for love of her great 
Jheritage,** he contrived to gratify both his tastes at 
once, by making a decree, that no man should re- 
ceive the hand of t|ie princess until he had justed 
with the king, and caused him to lose his stirrups. 
In a short time there wer^ few persons of distinc- 
tion in Europe who had not been unhorsed by the 
king of England 5 and the well-wishers to the j(air 
princess began to apprehend that she \yould with 
difficulty find a husband. 

The king, it may be presumed, never heard 
this prognostic, and was by no means impatient 
for the marriage of his daughter. Her company 
cpnsoled hirii for the want of her mother, who 
had lost her life in bringing her intq the worldji 
and whom he regretted so sincerely that he never 
could be induced to enter upon a second marriage. 
He had even instituted an annual fast in honour of 
her memory ; and, attended by his daughter and 
by his whole court, repaired to the distant cl^ur9l\ 
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>vh)erc the remains of his beloved wife were in* 
terred, and spent the day in prayers for her soul, 
and in acts of charity to the poor. 

On one of these occasions the princess, who 
with her attendants formed the rear of the pro- 
cession, suddenly called to her chamberlain to 
stop, for the purpose of arranging some part of 
her dress, which had been disordered by the mo- 
tion of her horse. The delay was short j but they 
were travelling through a forest, so thai they had 
soon lost sight of tlie pfocessibn • and inadvertently 
taking a wrong road, and quickening their pace, 
they were completely bewildered before they dis- 
covered their error. There was now no resource 
but to stop and listen. The weather was intensely 
hot. They alighted, and lay down on the grass. 
By degrees their attention slackened, and tl^ey all 
fell asleep, excepting the princess, who, delighted 
by the songs of the birds, and attracted by the 
beauty of the wild plants by which she was sur- 
rounded, wandered from flower to flower, and, in- 
sensibly losing her way a second time, found her- 
self quite alone in the midst of a tjackless soli- 
tude. She was now dreadfully alarmed, and be- 
gan to apprehend that the beasts of the forest 
would shortly seize and devour her, when she be- 
held a stranger knight in a splendid hunting-dress. 
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Vfho, advancing towards her> declared that heiiad 
long been in love with her^ and tliat, finding her 
thus In his power, he was determined to use the 
offportunity, and to treat her as his mistress. Her 
screams and resistance were equally ineffectual^ 
and the audacious stranger, having accomplished 
his purpose, thus addressed her : 

He said, '^ Madame, gentil and free, 
** With child I wot well that ye be. 
*' Well I wot it shall be a knave ; 
*' Therefore my swerde he shall have. 

My good swerde of ameaunt* 5 

For therewith I slew a geaunt. 

I brake the point in his heved, 
'^ And in the field I it leaved. 
'^ Dame, take it up j lo it is here ; * 

" For thou speakest not with me this many a 

^' year! 
*' And yet, per aventure, time may come, 
*' That I may speak with my son, 
" And by tliifi swerde I may him ken." 
He kissed his love, and wente then. 

The princess, stupefied with terror and astonish* 
* probably a mistake for adamant. 
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ment, gazed in silence on her ravisher, till the 
trees concealed hira from her sight 5 and then, 
picking up the sword which had cost her so dear, 
endeavoured to explore the way to her companions, 
and fortunately found them still immersed in a deep 
sleep. It was necessary, in the first place, to com- 
pose her countenance, and to conceal under her 
robe tlie fatal sword j after which she awakened her 
chamberlain and her maidens, ordered them to 
mount, and, having shortly encountered some of 
the messengers whom the king had dispersed 
through the forest in search of her, was at length 
safely conducted to the chapel, and from thence 
accompanied by her father to the palace. 

The adventures of this disastrous day were so 
obscurely traced in the lady's recollection, that 
when abandoned to solitude and silence she almost 
persuaded herself that the whole was no more than 
a frightful dream. But the sword remained in her 
possession, an unimpeachable yritness to the truth. 
She also now recollected that the knight hod thrown 
into her bosom a pair of gloves, assuring her at the 
same time that they were enchanted. She put 
them on, and found that they adapted themselves 
to the shape of her hand no less accurately than 
the skin which thev covered ; nor was it long b^- 
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fore she was convinced, by a train of symptoms 
which could not be mistaken, that her ravisher 
had strictly adhered to truth in assuring her of her 
pregtiancy. 

To escape detection, without the assistance of 
an accomplice, would have been impossible ; she 
therefore communicated the fearful secret to one 
of her damsels, who shortly proved herself worthy 
of the confidence/ by adopting such multiplied pre- 
cautions that the princess was actually delivered ^f 
a son without having excited for a moment the 
smallest degree of suspicion. The child was in- 
stantly conveyed to the damsel's apartment, where 
it was riclily dressed and placed in a cradle, toge- 
ther with the pair of gloves, twenty pounds of 
gold, and ten pounds of silver. To these means 
of securing for her child a favourable reception 
the careful mother added a letter. 

She knit the letter with a thread 

About his neck, a full good speed. 

Then was in the letter writ, 

(Whoso it founde should it witte) 

'* For Christis love, if any good man 

" This woful childe finde can, 

*' Do him be christened of priestes hand ! 
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'' And to-help him to live in land, 

" With this silver that is here, 

'* Till he may armes bear, 

" And helpe him with his owne good j 

" For he is come of gentil blood." 

The damsel only waited for the hour of night, 
when, stealing from the palace, she conveyed the 
child in its cradle to the door of a hermit's cell ia 
the forest, and returned in a few hours to comfort 
the mother by the assurance of its safety. 

They were aware that the hermit, being accus- 
tomed to rise frequently in the night to his prayera, 
was likely to he,ar the first cries of the infant. In 
fact, he did so ; and, having perused the letter, and 
carefully locked up the gloves and the money, 
christened the child by the name of Degor6, and 
conveyed it to the house of his sister, who resided 
in a neighbouring town, for tlje purpose of beiii^ 
nurtured* Here the boy remained ten years, after 
which he was sent back to the hermitage j where 
the hermit ** taught him of clerke's lore*' during 
ten more years, and then, having revealed to him 
the secret of his birth, and given him the gloves 
and the money which remained after defraying the 
expenses of his education, dismissed him with his 

VOL. III. 2 a 
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benedictioQ^ and advised him to spare no pdlns in 
searching for hia father. 

The youth had received from nature an athletic 
frame> and had aoquirsd strength and activity by 
constant exercise axid exposure to the weather 
during his rustic education in the forest. He had 
been well instructed by the hermit in his religious 
duties^ and even in the laws and customs of cour- 
tesy ; but the good man had been unable to teach 
him the exercises of chivalry, from the want of a 
proper suit of armour, with which; however, he 
advised him to provide himself at the first conve- 
nient opportunity. In the mean time Degor6 was 
armed with a ponderous and knotty club, a wea- 
pon on which he placed, not without reason, con- 
siderable reliance ; and he had scarcely advanced 
a day's march through the forest, when he had the 
good fortune to discover a knight^ of a noble ap- 
pearance, engaged in single combat with a huge 
dragon. 

Then was there a dragon great and grim. 
Full of fire, and also venym. 
With a wide throat and tushes great. 
Upon that knight fast gan be beat ; 
And as a lion then was his feet. 
His tail was Jong and full unmeet. 
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Between his head and his tail 

Was twenty-two foot, withouten fail, 

tlis body was like a wine- tun. 

He shone full bright against the sun. 

His eyen were bright as any glass. 

His scales were hard as any brass j 

And thereto he was necked like a hcHrse : 

He bare his head up with great force. 

The breath of his mouth that did out blow. 

As it had been a Jire on l&w*. 

He was to look on, as 1 you tell. 

As it liad been a devil of hell. 

The knight had defended himself for some time 
with great intrepidity : but as his sword made no 
impression on the dragon's scales, he was com- 
pelled to implore the ^sistance of Degore ; who, 
instantly stepping forward, began to cudgel the 
nK>nster with such rapidity, that, though the scales 
still resisted, they were unable to preserve him 
from a number of very disagreeable bruises. The 
youth indeed was much annoyed by his enemy's 
long tail, which lashed him severely: but having , 
successively broken the animal's legs, he at length 
concluded the combat by dashing out his brains 3 

* a blazing fire. 
2 A 2 
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and then attended the knight, who was moreover 
a powerful and wealthy earl, to his palace, where, 
in addition to a sumptuous entertainment, he re- 
ceived the offer of a considerable investiture, to- 
gether with the hand of the earl's only daughter in 
marriage. '* Sir," said he, *' let me see your fair 
daughter, and all the ladies of your court. If she, 
or any of them, can put on a certain pair of gloves, 
which I carry in my pocket, I will accept your of- 
fer; if not, I must take my l^ave." The expe- 
riment was made without success 5 and the young 
adventurer departed, after receiving, as the re- 
.ward of his services, the order of knighthood, an 
excellent war-horse, a complete suit of armour, a 
page to attend him, and a palfrey. 

Continuing his progress through the forest, he 
at length met the heralds fi-om the king of Eng- 
land, who, it seems, had still continued to just 
with the same success, and whose daughter per- 
haps, after an interval of twenty years, had ceased 
to attract such a crowd of suitors. Sir Degore 
listened with great interest to the recital of the 
king's long succession of victories. 

And thought, '^ He was a doughty man ! 

" And I am in my yonge blood, 

'' And I liave horse and armour good. 
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And^ as I trowe, a feel good steed 5 

I will assay if I may speed ! 

An I may beare the king down, 

I may be a man of great renown ; , , 
" And if that he me fell can, 
'* There knoweth no body what I am. 
*' Death or life, whatso betide, 
'^ I will once against him ride !'* 

Having formed this resolution, he rode into the 
city, and, having taken up his inn, sent his page to 
the king, to solicit the honour of the combat. 
The challenge was joyfully accepted, and the next 
day appointed for the encounter. 

On the knight's appearance in the lists, it was 
immediately admitted by the king, and by all the 
assembly, that the prize had never yet been dis- 
puted by a champion of so much promise. Sir 
Degore, conscious of his inexperience, and diffi- 
dent of his strength, but persuaded that the event 
of a tournament was always decided by the parti- 
cular interposition of Heaven, had devoutly .at- 
tended mass, and humbly offered three floriAs to 
the three persons of the trinity, — in consequence of 
which he felt confident of victory j whilst the king, 
long accustomed to conquest, and presuming on 
the U9ual effects of his matchless skill an'd vigour^ 
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no less confixlently anticipate an eady triumph. 
Sir Degore received on his shield tlie first lance of 
his assailant, without being at all moved, though 
his own lapc^ was so ill directed that it totally 
failed of its effect. His second attempt was not 
more fortunate } for h^ again missed his blow^ and 
received the king's weapon against his breast : his 
horse was suddenly stopped in his charge j reared, 
and was near falling backwards on his rider. At 
the third career he took truer aim ; the two cham- 
pions met at full speed, and their spears shivered 
va their hands. The king now lost his temper, 
and with it lost all his advantage : seizing a more 
ponderous lance, and spurring forward with blind 
precipitation, he missed Sir Degor6 in his turn, 
and was thrown, together with his horse> to some 
distance on the ground. 

The numerous spectators were much astonished^ 
and the princess seriously alarmed by this unex- 
pected termination of the combat j but the king 
himself, true to the word which he had pledged 
before his barons, courteously assured Sir Degor^, 
whom be accosted by the name of '* fair son," 
that, if his birth and education corresponded with 
his prowess, he should be happy in bestowing on 
Buch a man the band of his daughter, together 
witli the right of succession to all his dominions. 
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He ihen^ with the same frankness, proceeded td 
the execution of his promis^^ and led the parUea 
frotn the place of combat to th^. cathedrd^ wheiis 
the knight was solemnly matried to his (H¥ti m^ 
ther. A magnificent banquet was prepared in t2»9 
great hall, where the guests were as noble, and tba 
minstrels as numerous and noisj, as usual ; and at 
the close of this day of fatigue and festivity the 
monarch, having accompanied the married couple 
to the bridal apartmetit, was preparing to leave 
them, when Sir Degor6 uttered an exclamation of 

grief and horror, 

I • . . . . - 

And said anon, with heavy cheer*, 

*' Me had liever than all my kingdom dear^ 

*' That now is seized into my hand, 

'' That I were faire out of this land !" 

As such a speech, en such an occasion, was 
rather enigmatical, and by no means flatter!]^, 
the king naturally inquired whether there was 
any circumstance at which he had taken offence f 
and the youth answered, that he had made a vow 
not to miarry any woman who could not put on a 
certain pair of gloves, which he usually carried 
about him. Now the laws of chivalry perempto- 
rily required the acobitiplishment of a vow, though 
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it should not be very consonant to common sense; 
and as it was natural that the yoong knight, at the 
time of leaving his inn, should hare been solely 
occupied about fighting his adversary, whose hands 
the gloves could not possibly fit, and should have 
therefore neglected to take them with him, cour- 
tesy required that the king should patiently expect 
their arrival. He did so; and no sooner were 
they produced, than the princess, having drawn 
them on with great ease, fell down, and began to 

And said, *' Lord God ! I ask mercy ! 
*' I am thy motlier that did thee bear, 
** And thou art mine own son dear \ 

This timely and important discovery gave in- 
finite delight to the mother and to the son, but 
created no small astonishment in the old king ; 
who, however, on hearing all the circumstances 
of the case, consoled himself for the untoward 
accident which had formerly befallen his daughter, 
by reflecting that he had thus become the grand- 
father of the stoutest jttj^er in Europe. The mar-, 
riage was dissolved as rapidly as it had been con-» 
tracted, and much more to the satisfaction of the 
parties concerned ; after which Sir Degore, having 
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received from the princess the pointless sword, de- 
termined to undertake immediately the quest of 
his father, and departed without any other atten- 
dant than his single page, and with no knowledge 
of his route, excepting that it was necessary to 
travel constantly to the westward. 

By pursuing this direction he soon arrived in a 
vast forest, where he beheld, during the day, great 
numbers of wild beasts, and became very solici- 
tous, on the approach of night, to find a better 
covering and more tranquillity than such a wilder- 
ness was likely to afford him. At length he de- 
scried, on a commanding eminence, a &ir castle^ 
and ordered his page to request, for charity's sake^ 
a lodging during the night. No answer was re- 
turned, but 

Hie draw-bridge was up-drawne tho. 
And the gate stood open also. 
Unto the castel they gan them speed. 
And first he stabled up his steed. 
And then he set up his hackney: 
Enough they found of com and hay. 
He went about and gan to call. 
Both in the court and eke in hall : 
Neither for love, nor yet for awe. 
Living map none there tliey saw! 
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And in the midst of the hall floor 
There was a great flre in that hour. 
Then said his man^ " Lieve, sire^ 
*' I have wonder who made this fire ?" 
-— '' If he will come again this nighty 
'' I will him abide^ as I am a knight !** 
He set him down upcm the des *•, 
And made him well at ease. 
Then was he ware of one 
That in at the door gan gon : 
And three maidens^ fair and free. 
That were trussed up to the knee. 
Twain of them bowes did bear. 
And two of them charged were 
With venysoun that was full good. 
Then Sir Degore up stood. 
And blessed them anon-right ; 
But they spake not to the knight. 
But went into the chamber anon. 
And shutte the door full soon. 
And anon after, therewithal. 
There came a dwarf into the hall ; 
Four foot was the length of him, . 
His visage was both great and grim } 

* The table at the upper end of the hall. 
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And the hair that on his head W9S, 
It looked as yellow doth in a glass. 
With milk-white lace and goodly llee. 
But full stoutly then looked he. 
He ware a surcoat that was green. 
With hlaunchemeer^ it was furred I ween. 
He was well clad and well done 3 
As a knight's was crooked his shoen\. 
He was larger loth of foot and hand J, 
As any man was in that land. 
Sir Degore looked on him tho. 
And to him reverence did<io> 
And he to him would speak no word. 
But made him ready to lay the horde : 
He laid the cloth, and set forth bread. 
And also wine, both white and red. 
Torches in the hall he did light. 
All thing ready to supper he dight. 
And soon after, with great honoilU', 
There came a lady out of her bower. 
And with her came maidens fifteen. 
Some in red, and some in green. 

• black and white fur, hlanche et nere {noire). 
f These shoes, which became fashionable in the reign of 
£dw. IL, seem to point out the date of the original ro- 
mance. 

\ I believe that these phrases mean that the dwarf was 
" liberal and courteous.** 
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Sir Degore followed anon-right; 

And nought she spoke unto ihe knight. 

But yfede and washed everychone. 

And to supper gan they gone. 

The lady was fair and bright ; 

In the midst of the des she sat dawn right f 

On every side sat maidens five. 

Fair and goodly, as any was alive. 

'' By God !" then said Sir Degore, 

*' I have you blessed, and you not me ! 

" But you seem dumb, by Saint Johan ! 

'^ I shall make you speak, and I can/' 

Having formed this resolution, the knight took 
his seat immediately opposite to the lady, and be- 
gan to survey her with great attention. Hitherto 
he had thought little about women, but from this 
moment he could think of little else. Though 
sufficiently hungry, he had not leisure to eat, be- 
ing fully occupied in gazing on the most beautifiil 
face that he had ever seen, and he gradually be- 
came reconciled to tlie general silence, because it 
gave no interruption to this amusement. At 
length, however, supper ended, and the lady and 
her damsels, having washed as usual, retired to 
their apartments. ''Truly,'* said Sir Degore, " I 
will follow them, and look on that lady so long as 
I shall think fit] and the man who shaU attempt 
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to' interrupt my pleasure shall suffer for his inter- 
ference.** With these words he went in pursuit 
of his mistress, who, entering her chamber, sat 
down on the bed, and took up her harp. Sir De- 
gore seated himself by her, and listened to the 
sounds of the harp, which he thought the sweetest 
and most soothing sounds that he had ever hjeard. 
Their bewitching effect was such, that in a few 
minutes he fell fast asleep 5 when the lady, having 
ordered her attendants to cover him up warm, re- 
tired to another room, and left him to his slum- 
t)ers. 

At the dawn of day she returned into his diam- 
ber, and, having wakened him, took the liberty of 
ridiculing him for the want of gallantry which he 
had shown by sleeping so soundly. The knigiit 
excused himself as well as he could, and tlien iaa- 
sisted that, as she had recovered during the night 
the use of her tongue, she should now explain .to 
him the reasons of all the strange appearancei 
which he had witnessed since his arrival at hex 
castle. She replied, that if she had before sth^ 
stained from speaking, it was because her calami- 
ties were such as it was scarcely in the power of 
any single knight to avert. *' My father," co^ 
tinned she, " was a rich baron j and being hi« 
heiress, with some share of beauty, I was ad- 
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dressed by mauy lovers^ one of whom was a huge 
and ferocious giant, whom, on account of his most 
excessive ugliness, it was impossible to Jove -, but 
he has determined to obtain my hand by force, and 
has already exterminated all my male vassals, ex- 
cepting the sorry dwarf whom you have already 
aeen/* At these words she swooned 5 and, being 
recovered by her damsels, cast on Sh* Degorc a 
look of such bewitching tenderness, that in a 
transport of love he vowed to become her knight, 
and to defend her from the caresses of her mon- 
strous admirer. It was true that he had previously 
vowed to find his father 5 but, as he resolved to 
lose as little time as possible in killing the giant, 
he hoped to be almost immediately at leisure to 
achieve the other adventure -, his mistress having 
readily promised to bestow on him her hand and 
fortmie whenever it should suit his convenience 
to claim them. 

Very fortunately for the completion of the 
knight's projects, the monster made 'his appear- 
ance below the castle walls at the close of this con- 
versation. Sir Degore hastily put on his armour, 
mounted his horse, caused the drawbridge to be 
lowered, and, having crossed it, rode at fiill speed 
to meet his rival. But as this was the first giant 
whom he had ever encountered, he had not pro- 
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perly estimated the advantage which the monster 
derived firom his enormous mass. The lances of 
both champions were shivered j but the horse of 
Sir Degore had his back broken by the shocks and 
his rider came to the ground. The giant dismount- 
ed to continue the combat on foot 3 but neither the 
thickness of his helmet, nor that of his skull^ could 
long resist the edge of the pointless sword urged 
by the arm of Sir Degor6, who was fighting in 
sight of his mistress^ and moreover was in a great 
hurry to go in quest of his father. The lady had 
soon the pleasure of seeing the giant's very ugly 
head divided from his awkward shoulders, and 

She was as glad of that sight 

As ever was bird of the day-light. 

A few minutes brought her into the arras of her 
new lover, whom she reconducted in triumph to 
the castle 5 but the knight, being now freed from 
all uneasiness on her account, became impatient to 
fulfil the act of duty which he had undertaken, 
and, promising to return at the expiration of a year, 
recommended her to Heaven, and departed on his 
quest. 

Continuing to travel in a western direction 

6 



368 SIR DE60RH. 

through the forest, he arrived, *' after many a 
long journee," in a cultivated country, and soon 
beheld a knight in complete armour, and with his 
vizor closed, advancing toward him. His shield 
was of gold and azure > 

Three boars* heads were therein. 

The which were of gold fine. 

As soon as ever he saw that knight. 

He spake to him anon-right. 

And said, '' Vilayne ! what dost thou here 

** In my forest, to slay my deer ?" 

Sir Degore said, with wordes meek, 

*' Sir, of thy deer I take no kepe j 

*' For I am an aventurous knight, 

*' That goeth to seek war and fight." 

The unknown knight replied, that he had been 
so lucky as to meet with his match, and, desiring 
him to arm, waited in silence for the encounter. 

All being ready, they exchanged the usual de- 
fiance, took their ground, couched their lances, 
and rushed together with such violence that both 
their horses were killed by the shock. They then 
drew their swords, and continued the combat on 
foot with such fury, but at the same time with so 
2 
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much skill and address^ that, though neither was 
able to wound his antagonist, both found them- 
selves so exhausted as to be very anxious for a mo- 
ment's respite, that they mi^t raise tiieir vizors 
and take breath. The unknown knight spdce 
first: 

" Abide a while, thou gentil knight ! 

'' Where was thou born, and in what land ^" 

*' —Sir," he said, " in England. 

*^ A king's daughter is my mother, 

'* But I wot not who is my father." 

— ^What is thy name ?" then said he. 

—Sir, my name is Degor6." 

—Sir Degore ! thou art welcome ! 
'' For well I wot thou art my son. 

By this sword I know thee here ; 

The point is in mypautenere*.** 
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The father and son, equally rejoiced at this dis- 
covery, immediately began their journey towards 
England 3 and as two such knights travelling toge- 
ther could not be stopped by any imaginable ob- 
stacle, they at length arrived, after a very tedious 
ride, at the palace of the old king, who was re- 
joiced to see his grandson Degore, and still more 

* rather pantonere, a purse or pocket : v. Du Gang? ta 
voce. 
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rejoiced at finding that he was the son of a t>ot(rer« 
fill and fonnidable champion. The princess was 
now married to her unceremonious lover ; and af- 
ter their ntiptsals the whole party repaired to the 
castle in the £aregt, where Sir Degor6 was solemnly 
united to his amiable mistress* 
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O ONCER NINO this rbmance, whlch^ it is said, 
continued to enjoy, till within thiese feW years, a 
high degtee of popularity iti Scotland, I have ob« 
tained no information -, and have only iseen a single 
copy of it, Which was kindly communicated tt> tti6 
by Mr. Douce. This is printed, but without date 
or printer's name, and appears to have issued from 
some provincial press about 80 or 90 years ago. 
It is in the Scotish dialect. The style has, per-* 
haps, been modernized, and the tale seems to have 
been awkwardly and carelessly abridged, unless 
we suppose it to have been printed from a muti- 
lated and imperfect MS. There is, I think, no 
internal evidence to justify our ascribing it^ origi- 
nal to an earlier period than the middle of tha l6th 
centiuy. 

Thskm was once at Naples a worthy klog» 
whose name the author has not thought it necas- 

2 9 2 
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sary to mention^ but whom he represents as a 
most suspicious tyrant and unnatural father. By 
his queen Lillian he had a son named Roswal^ a 
paragon of beauty and of valour. 

Princes to him was no compare 
Wight Hannibal, or Grandefere. 

There were also in the king's dominions threo 
lords '^ of noble worth," whom their sovereign^ 
in consequence of their having opposed his author 
f ity, had dooji»ed to perpetual imprisonment, and 
)ybo, after ipany years of bondage, continued to 
languish iq th^ dungeons of the palace. Roswal^ 
whQS9 boyish amusements had been oftjsn disti^b* 
e,d by tto ^oans of these unfortunate men, gene- 
rously determined, at the risk of provoking his fa^ 
dier-8 utmost indigpation, to liberate them fixuii 
copfiaemenit % and having found that the ke^9 of 
the prisou w^re placed, at night, under the kiqg> 
pillow, very dexterously contrived to withdj^w 
them ; and, after dismissing th^ three prisoners, re- 
stored the keys io their place without having at all 
disturbed his majesty's slumbers. 

On the following day the gaolers, having re- 
paired to the prison with the usual pittance of pro- 
visions, were not a little astonished at findUig the 
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cell unoccupied^ and immediately hastened to their 
master with the wonderful intelligence. The king 
was so much incensed, that he solemnly swore to 
sacrifice the life of the person who had ventured to 
preserve his intended victims from the effects of his 
vengeance, even though it should appear that his 
son Roswal had been implicated in the guilt : but, 
as the keys h^d been purloined by the prince with- 
out the participation of any accomplice, his delin- 
<juency could not have been proved 5 and the escape 
of the prisoners might have been attributed to the 
Hiiracnlous interposition of Heaven,' if Roswal had 
not voluntarily confessed himself guilty. Neither 
the tears of the queen, nor commiseration for his 
fon*s youth, could induce the king to recall his 
▼ow 5 but he was at length persuaded to commute 
the sentence, and to banish the boy 5 who was im- 
mediately sent off to tlie court of the king of 
Bealm, attended only by the high steward, an offi- 
cer whose natural moroseiiess of temper had singu- 
larly charmed his worthy master. 

The prospect of a long exile is not very cheer- 
ta\, Roswal, indeed, had the consolation of re- 
fleeting that he was the victim of his generosity ; 
and that he had purchased, though at a high price, 
die life and liberty of three prisoners : but the 
steward, who was still young> and much attached 
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tp the pleasures of the court of Naples, had no 
compensation for hb disappointments. He there* 
fore began his journey in more than usual iU-hu* 
mour, occupied solely by the project of teasing his 
companion, till a more pleasing scheme occurred 
to him, by which he hc^>ed to indemnify himself, 
at the prince*3 expense, for his present mortifica*' 
tion. 

He had observed that the king, at parting, had 
supplied his son with the usual credentials to the 
court of Bealm, where his person was totally nn- 
Ipipwn ; and had bestowed on him money and 
jewels sufficient to support him during a year in a 
manner suitable to his rank ; he therefore thought 
that, by appropriating to himself these credentials 
and this treasure, he might easily personate the 
heir of Naples, and thus attain a degree of power 
and dignity to which he had no natural pretensions. 
Full of this project, he watched for a favourable 
opportunity to execute it 5 and, while the prince, 
almost Minting with heat and fatigue, 8to(^>ed 
irom the bank of a river to catch some water in the 
hollow of his hands, suddenly seized his legs, ^d 
with horrid imprecations threatened to plunge hini 
headlong into the torrent, unless he consented in- 
stantly to deliver up the money and letters with 
which he was charged ; and moieover promised. 
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nn htf word of honour^ to conceal from all man- 
•kiod this nefarious transaction. Roswal^ unable 
•to resist^ readily submitted to these hard condi* 
tions ; and the steward^ setting spurs to his horse^ 
.-disappeared in an instant. 
'^ The youjig and healthy soon forget their misfor- 
tiines. . Roswal, iherefare, though sufficiently un- 
happy at first, because he was tired and hungiy, 
had no sooner gained admission to a hospitable cot- 
tage, occupied by a very good-natured and talk^ 
•tive old woman, than he became tolerably recon- 
ieiled to this second calamity. 

She speer*d his name : — ** I came from far ! 
*^ My name is called Dissawar.** 
: '^ Oh, Dissawar thou shalt not be, 
• ♦' For you shall have good help of me." 

. ,She perceived at first sight that he was very 
)iandsome ; and ^s she thought her son also very 
-handsome, she was soon of opinion th^it the prince 
. was very like her sop, and, to reward him for the 
resemblance, determiped to ^nd them to school 
together. Here, as he knew more than the vil- 
lage school-master, he soon passed for a prodigy. 
The high steward of Bealm, having heard of his 
tfilents^ took him as his pa^, ^nd carried hUn tq 
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courts where he had no sooner appeared than the 
king's daughter appointed him her cup-bearer. 
The old woman was inconsolable for the loss of her 
adopted child ; and even the steward was very sorry 
to part with a page who^ in the course of a few 
days* service, had made a great progress in his af- 
fections : but lillian, who was an accurate dis- 
cemer of merits and most enthusiastic in her ad- 
miration of it, lost no time in bestowing her whdie 
heart on the young cup-bearer -, and as she was 
much prettier than the old woman, Hoswal was 
evidently a gainer by the transfer of his services 
from the cottage to the court. 

In the mean time the supposed heir of Naples 
had not lost his time. Though he had failed to 
captivate the heart of Lillian, he had most success- 
fully paid his court to the king her father, who 
had promised him her hand ; and a solemn em-^ 
bassy, sent for the purpose of demanding the con- 
sent of the king of Naples to the match, was al- 
ready on the road to that country, when Dissawar, 
rather unexpectedly, made his appearance in the 
palace of Bealm, in the character of cup-bearer 
to die princess. The pretended prince, however, 
was not disconcerted : he trusted to the solemn 
promise by which his rival was bound to secrecy, 

ted Waited, full of confidence^ for the return of 
2 



KOSWAL AND LILLIAN. 377 

• 

the embassy^ by which he hoped to receive the ra- 
tification of the marriage. Nor was he disappoint- 
ed. Dissawar continued true to his engagements ^ 
and the king and queen of Naples dismissed the 
ambassadors with magnificent presents^ and with 
directions to hasten as much as possible the so-* 
lemnization of the nuptials^ which were therefore 
£xed for an early day, orders being at the same 
time issued for the celebration of a tournament in 
honour of the bride. 

Whilst the court of Bealm anticipated with 
transport the approaching festivities^ Lillian alone 
was plunged in despair. Dissawar possessed her 
whole affections ; but his inexplicable character was 
a principal source of her misery. She was con- 
vinced that, because she loved him, he must be 
nobly bom 5 and frequently urged him to gratify 
her curiosity, by explaining the mystery, which 
was certainly concealed under his inauspicious ap- 
pellation ; but though always tender, and full of 
respect and gratitude, he could not be induced to 
reveal his secret. As the tournament approached 
he became more silent and melancholy ; Lillian 
conjured him to enter the lists, and to try the only 
possible chance of rescuing her from the arms of 
a man whom she abhorred ; but he declared him- 
self utterly ignorant c^ all knightly exercises^ an<| 
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unqualified to merit by deeds in arms the kindness 
which she was pleased to bestow on him. 

On the first morning of the festival, determined 
not to behold the triumph of his enemyi he roso 
with the dawn> and followed by his hoonds repair- 
ed tQ the forest But the chase could not occupy 
bis attention. He sate musing on his horse, when 
be was suddenly accosted by a venerable stranger, 
dressed as a knight, and leading a white war-horse 
on whose saddle was suspended a suit of appro-; 
priate armour. '^ Prince,** said the gray-headed 
knight, '' ipount this horse, and clad in these amia 
repair to the tournament. At thy return thou 
shalt find me here. I will huqt thy hounds, and 
present to thee the game which they shall have 
taken/' Pissawar obeyed in silence ; bowed to 
his unknown monitor, set spurs to hi^ horse, en<e 
tered the barriers, overset all whq opposed him, 
without having once broken his spear, began to 
charge the steward at full speed, — butjt seeing him 
motionless with fear and astonishment, suddenly 
checked his horse in the midst of his career, sa- 
luted the company, turned round and vanished 
like a meteor. The king of fiealm exclaimed, 
with an air of transport, that he would give aa 
earldom to be acquainted with the unknown knight ; 
and all the Courtiers who were nx>unted dispersed 
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ia quest of the stranger. But it was too late, 
Dissawar, unarmed, and loaded with venison, 
was already returned to the palace. 

Lillian was disposed to be very angry with her 
lover for amusing himself with the chase whilst 
her happiness was so seriously at stake 3 but she 
had no leisure to reproach him, because the re- 
mainder of the day was scarcely long enough for 
|he narrative of what had passed during his ab- 
sence. She never thought that she had expatiated 
sofiiciently on the valour of the stranger, and on 
the humiliation of her intended husband ; but at 
length she closed her story, after requesting Dis-. 
sawar to attend hei^to the spectacle of the follow* 
log day. He bowed, but made no promise ; be- 
ing very anxious to know whether the forest con* 
tained any more knights who were acquainted with 
his story, and disposed to provide him with excel<- 
lent horses and armour of proof. His first bene- 
£K;tor, he was very sure, was no spirit of the 
woods, but a very substantial old gentleman, and 
an excellent hunter. Perhaps there might be 
snore persons of a similar disposition in the same 
toresU 

He was not disappointed. A second knight,' 
dressed like the former, and leading a gray horse, 
accosted him by his name, and c»rdered him into. 
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the listi. The steward, rejcnoed dnt die Tile 
white knight had not thought fit to appear, Iiaat* 
ened to meet thU new adrenary, and was lewaid- 
cd for hi» haste by such a &11 that he lay sen t elpj a 
on the ground amidst a crowd of lirals, all of 
whom were unliorsed with the same facilitj bj the 
terrible stranger. Dissawar, howeF^, was as 
punctual as before, to the great astonishment of 
Lillian, whose penetrating eyes had discovered in 
the unki>own knight a strong resemblance to ber 
lover, but who could not account fi>r his bdi^ 
able to present her with a large supply of newly- 
killed venison, if, as she supposed, he had been 
llie principal actor in the tournament 

On tiie third da^ he was supplied, in a similar 
manner, with a bay horse, a red shield, green ar- 
mour, and a golden helmet ; gave the steward a 
second fall, by which he broke two of his ribs, 
bore down all tlie other competitors, cast a gold 
ling into his mistress's lap, and rode at full speed 
ihto the forest. Here he found all his three be-* 
nefactors, who now informed him that they were 
his own subjects, and the very persons whom ha 
had so generously rescued from prison . They told 
him that they were well aware of all that he had 
suftrred for their sake, and promised their further 
assistance, assuring him that the steward should 
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fio( much longer prevent his union with Lillian. 
Thus encouraged^ he repaired, to the palace^ and 
encountered^ without much alarm^ the tender re<- 
proaches of his- mistress, who was now reduced to 
absolute despair by the prospect of being thrown* 
on th^ £:>llowing day^ into the arms of the sup- 
posed prince of Naples. As a last resource, she 
flew to her father, assured him that her heart was 
unalterably fixed on Dissawar 9 inveighed againaft 
the cowaidice of her intended husband 3 and witli 
a flood of tears requested that the fatal ceremonj 
mi^t be at least deferred until it should appear 
whether the blood of her lover, whom she firmly 
believed to be a king*s son, was not as noble as that 
of his competitor. But her tears and eloquence 
were unavailing. The appointed day arrived ; and 
flhe was, notwithstanding her reluctance, pub* 
licly married to the steward. 

The miptial feast was numerously attended, and 
Lillian was seated by the side of the bridegroom* 
on whom, when she ventured to , raise her eyes* 
dhe cast looks of the most, marked abhorrence^ 
pissawar, in whose countenance she had'remarkr 
td during the whole ceremony an air of confit- 
dence which she could not explain, .wa& not yet 
present, when three strangers, magnificently at- 
tired, entered the hall* and, approaching the upper 
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table, made their obeisances to the kingdnd td 
Lillian J but with6ut saluting or appearing to notice 
the steward. They announced thettiselves as Nea-^ 
politans^ and were proceeding in their compliment^' 
of congratulation, When the king interrupted ihtni, 
and asked wHf tbfey \trefe sd inattentive to their 
|)rince, the heir of Naf>leSi who was tb^m ^tilig at 
table ? They answered; that they s^W hitH ziotj 
but on the appearaiite of Dissawaf, who then en- 
tered the hall^ they fail up to him, fell on their 
knees and kissed his hand, to the great astonish- 
tnent of tlie king, and to the utter confusion of the 
steward^ who foresaw that his crimes would now 
be made public. In fact, they related all that they 
knew ; and Roswal was obliged to confirm their 
recital, by avowing the victories which he bad 
gained with their horses and armour, while Lillian 
triumphed not a little at this proof of her skill in 
physiognomy. The culprit was now seized, and 
made a public confession of his iniquities : but^ as 
he had been married with all ecclesiastical so« 
leranity to tlie princess, it was thought most regu- 
lar and decorous to hang him, without loss of time 5 
aAer which the hand of his widow was transferred^ 
in due form, to the real Roswal. 

The reader will easily foresee that the prince, 

during the nuptial festivities/ which lasted tweatj 
8 
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days, M^as most profuse in his largesses to the min- 
strels, bestowed large sums of gold on the chari- 
table old woman who had first received him, coH'* 
ferred a bishopric on her son> aniply rewarded thdf 
school-tilaster, and procui'ed fresh honout? fdr the 
good steward who introduced him at court. After 
this, he became the father of three sons, the two 
eldest of which inherited the kingdoms of Naples 
and Bealm 5 the third became pope 5 and of his 
two daughters, the first w^s married to the king df 
France, and the second to the prince of Apulia. 

So Roswal and Lillian sheen 
Lived many years in good liking. 
I pray to Jesus, heaven's king^ 
To grant us heaven to our ending. 

Of them I have no more to say : 
God send them rest untill doom*s<Kla]r f 
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AMYS AND AMYLION. 



1 HESB worthy knights were the Pylades and 
Orestes of the feudal ages. Their stoiy^ it may 
be presumed, was translated from the French j 
though the translator uniformly refers to the 
** Gest,** which, I believe, usually means a La- 
tin original. Our English version b very antient, 
since a copy of it is preserved in the Auchinleck 
MS. ; but the following abstract was taken from 
a MS. in the collection of Mr. Douce. It is a 
romance of considerable lengthy containing 399 
stanzas, of six lines each. 



There were once two knights inLombardy,who 
having been friends from their childhood, and be- 
ing possessed of two adjoining domains, retired 
about the same time to their respective castles. 
Each had married, before his retreat, the lady of 
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his affections 3 and it happened, by a singular coin- 
cidence, that both their wives were on the sanoe 
day delivered of sons, one of which was christ*- 
ened by the name of Amys, the other by that of 
Amy lion. These children, of coarse, became play- 
fellows from their infancy 1 both were healthy, 
beautiful, and active 3 their persons and faces were 
nearly similar 3 and this resemblance increased to 
such an astonishing degree, that, when, they had at- 
tained twelve years of age, it was become almost 
impossible to distinguish the one fiom the other. 

The duke of Lombardy about this time pro- 
claimed a solemn festival, which was attended by 
all his vassals, and amongst the rest by the two 
knights, who canied with them the children for 
the purpose of initiating them in the arts of cour- 
tesy. The duke, much amused by the little mis- 
takes which the wonderful resemblance of the 
two boys daily produced, insensibly became at- 
tached to them, and, when their fathers proposed 
to leave the court, requested that they would in- 
trust him with their future education, assuring 
. them thai the two play-mates should not be sepa- 
rated, but fostered together under his eye 3 and 
that both, when of a proper age, should be in- 
vested with suitable offices, and admitted, at his 

VOL. in. 2 c 
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expense and by his hands^ to the dignity of knight- 
hood. The offer was too advantage6us to be re- 
fused, and the knights retired, after expressing 
their gratitude. 

Living at the same court, receiving the same in- 
structions, sharing the same amusements, the two 
friends became attached to each other no less bj 
habit than by inclination ; and, wishing, with the 
enthusiasm so common at their age, to strengthen 
their union by every possible tie, reciprocally took 
the oaths by which they became brothers in arms ; 
a contract not less holy or less indissoluble than 
that of marriage between the sexes, and which, 
identifying as it were the two parties^ obliged 
each to adopt, without hesitation^ the resentments 
or affections of the other, and to hazard life^ and 
even reputation itself, in his service. Their skill 
in hunting, an exercise considered rather as the 
occupation and business than as the mere amuse- 
ment of the great, and their address in all martial 
occupations, gave them an extensive reputation, 
and flattered the pride, while it conciliated the af- 
fection, of the duke their master ; who^ having 
proclaimed a tournament for the purpose of ex- 
hibiting their superiority, rewarded their success 
by investing them with the order of chivalry, an4 
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by appointing Sir Amys to the office of his butler, 
and Sir Amylion to that of steward to the house- 
hold i a nomination which gave universal satisfac- 
tion, but which awakened the envy of the chief 
steward, a man of a most malicious character, 
whose hatred of the young friends produced, as 
we shall see in the sequel of the story, a long 
series of misfortunes. 

Soon after this event. Sir Amylion received in- 
formation of the death of his father and mother, 
and learnt from the messenger that his presence 
was loudly called for by his vassab. He was there- 
fore under the necessity of quitting his bene^- 
tor, and of separating himself from the friend of 
his childhood 5 but before his departufe he caused 
two cups of gold to be made, of exquisite work- 
manship, and exactly similar ; one of which he 
proposed to retain, and destined the other for his 
brother in arms, as a token, of their pure and per* 
feet friendship, and a type of their astonishing re- 
semblance. He then took leave of the duke, 
who sincerely regretted his loss, and quitted the 
court, accompanied, during a part of the way, by 
Sir Amys, who wished to protract as long as pos- 
sible the moment which was to sever him, perhaps 
for ever, from his earliest and dearest conqtpanion. 
That moment, however, soon arrived, and after 
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many tears and embraces Sir Amjrlkm soleiiiiilj 
ezclaimedy 

" Fro this day forward, ever mo 

** Neither £aai, either for weal or wo, 

*' To helpe other at nede ! 
'' Brother ! be now tme to me, 
'' And I shall be as true to thee; 

'' As wise God me speed !" 

He then gairehim some good advice respect^ 
ing his fbtme coodnct, recommending mishaken 
fidelity to his lord, and constant caution against 
the machinations of the wicked steward ; and, af- 
ter leaving with him the gdden cup, continued his 
journey. His timely arrival put an end to all pro- 
jects of disputing the succession ; and having set- 
tled his aSain, he shortly after married a beautiful 
wife, in whose society and afifection he hoped to 
find an indemnification fiir the loss of his firiend 
and brother. 

In the mean time Sir Amys returned to court, 
where the steward, from whatever cause, received 
him vnth every appearance of kindness, and soli- 
cited to be admitted into the same sacred contract 
which had united him with Amylion; but the 
young knight having civilly rejected his overtures^ 
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alleging^ that his oaths absolutely precluded him 
from forming any new engagement^ he suddenly 
threw off the mask. 

The fell steward, there he stood. 
Almost for wrath he wex wode * ; 

And said, without delay. 
And swore, by him that died on rood, 
'' Thou traitour ! thou wicked blood ! 

Thou wilt abye this day ! 
*' I wame thee !" he said than. 
For I am thy strong foe-man^ 
By night and by day !" 
Sir Amys answered tho, 
I give thereof not one sloe ! 
Do right all that thou may !*' 
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The disputants then paned 5 Sir Amys boiling 
wifh wrath, which however soon evaporated; while 
the steward calculated in silence the most effectual 
means of producing, with the least possible dan- 
ger to himself, the destruction of his young enemy. 

The duke had an only daughter, whose name 
was Belisante. She had now attained her fifteenth 
year 5 was, adored by the duchess, and ten4erly 
beloved by her father, who, that he might give 

* became mad. 
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greater splendour to her introduction into th* 
world, proclaimed a festival, which lasted fourteen 
days, and brought together all the nobility of tlie 
adjoining country. Though the duke still thought 
her too young to behold the tournaments^ she 
thought herself quite old enough for a lover j and, 
having questioned her maidens concerning the me- 
rit of the several knights who had disputed the 
prize, was informed that Sir Amys, whose praises 
she had been accustomed to hear from her ten- 
derest infancy, was still admitted to be perfect and 
peerless both in valour and in courtesy. Beli- 
sante therefore laid her heart on Sir Amysj be- 
came very sick from sorrow and from love- longing, 
took to her bed, and determined to seize the first 
opportunity of explaining to her lover her wishes^ 
as well as of gratifying his^ if he should make her 
the proposal. 

Sir Amys, in the mean time, was perfectly un- 
prepared for, and thoroughly indifierent to, the hap- 
piness which awaited him. Accustomed to con- 
sider the .daughter of his benefactor as a beautiful 
and sprightly child, he had neglected to remark 
the degree to which her charms were matured j - 
and, far from suspecting that her present ailment 
was the result of unsatisfied love, far less that he 
was the cause of her indisposition^ contented him- 
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self with the persuasion that it was not dangerous 5 
since her father, by whom she was tenderly loved, 
did not abstain on her account from rhe usual 
amusements of the chase. From these amuse- 
ments, however, he was himself debarred by an 
accidental illness ; and, during his convalescence, 
took delight in breathing a cooler and purer air in 
the shady gardens of the palace, where it is pro- 
bable that he might have recovered his health with- 
out further inconvenience^ had not the duchess, 
by an unfortunate fatality, proposed the same re- 
medy to her daughter. 

She said, " Daughter, for love mine, 
'' Will we wende into the gardyne, 

'^ This ilke summer's day ? 
*' Ther^ we may hear the fowles* song 5 
" For joy, and much mirthes among, 

" Thy care shall all away." 
Up arose that bird* bright. 
Into the garden she wente right 

With maidens hend and free : 
That summer's day was fair and bright 5 
The sun shone j thorough lemef of light. 

Merry it was to see. 

* bride, i. c. young lady. f brightness. Sax. 
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There heard they fowles great and smale. 
The notes of the nightingale. 

Merry singing on tree : 
But her was so hard y- wrought. 
On love-longing was all her thought 5 

Neither on game ne glee. 
Thus the maiden, in that tide. 
Walked under the orchard side 

To slak her of her care : 
Then she saw Sir Amys beside j 
Under a bough he gan abide. 

To hear mirthes mare. 

The young lady immediately seized the oppor- 
tunity which Fortune presented to her 5 and, order-* 
ing her attendants to retire to some distance, ap- 
proached the knight, who, on his part, rose to 
meet her. She then took a seat by his side, and 
with very little preface requested him to become 
her leman, assuring him that his refusal woulc} 
infallibly kill her on the spot. 

^* Thou art,'* she said, '' a gentyl knight, 
'' And I, a bird in bower bright, 

'' And of high kin y-coren * j 
" Both by day and by night 
'' Mv love is so on thee a-light, 

• choice, worthy, &c. Sax. 
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My wit is nigh forloren. 

Plight me thy truth, thou shalt be true, 
'^ And never change for no new 

'^ That in this world is bom, 
'^ And I shall pledge my truth also 
^^ Till God and death part us a-two 

'^ I shall not be forsworn." 
That hende knight stille stood ; 
For that he changed all his mood. 

And said, with wordes free, 
" Madame ! for him that died on rood ! 
'^ As thou art of gentil blood, 

" And heir of this land shalt be, 
*' Think all on thy much honour ! 

No kynge's son, no emperour 

*^ Were not too good for thee : 

Certes, then, were it unright 

Thy love to lay upon a knight 

'' That hath nother land ne fee !" 
That merry maiden of great renoun 
Answered, *' Why had not thou a crown * ? 
For him that bought thee dear. 

Whether art thou priest or chanoun ? 
'^ Other, art thou monk, or persoun, 

" That preachest me thus here ? 

• She means the circle of hair produced by ecclesiasti- 
cal tonsure. * 
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'^ Thou should have been made no knight 
^' To go among ladies bright > 

*' Thou should haver been a frere ! 

He that taught thee to preach, 
** To the devil of hell I him heteche * ; 
My brother though he were ! 

For by him that all this world hath bought. 

All this preaching helpeth thee nought 
Stand thou never so long ! 
" But thou graunte me my thought. 

My love shall be well dear y-bought 
With paines hard and strong. 
*' My kerchiefs and my cldlies each one 
'^ I shall to-rend them anon, 

*' And sayen, with much wrong 
" That thou hast me all to-draw -, 
*' Then shalt thou, with londes law, 

*' Be deemed well high to hong l" 

Sir Amys listened with some alarm and much 
astonishment to this torrent of passion. The 
gentle Belisante, since her escape from the nur- 
sery, had made such a wonderflil progress in elo- 
quence, that he was much at a loss for an answer ; 
and fearing that by incensing her too far he might 
induce her to carry her threats into execution, he 

* deliver. 
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thought it advisable to give her time for recollec- 
tion, and therefore solemnly promised to comply 
with her request^ if after eight days she should 
still persist in the same resolution. The young 
lady acceded to this contract -, ratified it with a 
very tender kiss^ and gaily returned to her cham- 
ber, leaving Sir Amys to prepare for tlie return of 
the duke, who was not a little delighted by finding 
that his sick daughter was now perfectly recovered, 
insomuch that neither her person nor her manner 
exhibited the slightest traces of her late indisposi- 
tion. 

The crafty steward, it may be supposed, was 
not the last to observe or to comment on this very 
material alteration. It did not escape him that the 
eyes of Belisante were constantly fixed on Sir 
Amys ; and, as their language was perfectly intel- 
ligible, he 8usj)ected that she only waited for th« 
absence of her father to throw herself into the arms 
of her lover 3 and determined, if possible, to verify 
his suspicions by becoming a concealed spectator of 
their next interview. In fact, the young lady k^t 
a very exact reckoning of the eight days, duruig 
which she had consented to delay the accomplish- 
nent of her wishes } and as a bunting-party radst 
fortunately took place at the expiration of the pe* 
riod, she punctually repaired to the knight*s apart- 
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ment^ and summoned him to perform his promise. 
The steward was not less punctual at his place of 
concealment^ from whence he could see and hear 
all that passed 5 and^ after witnessing on the part of 
Sir Amys a degree of reluctance which his youth 
and the beauty of his mistress rendered rather ex- 
traordinary^ had at length the satisfaction of seeing 
him yield to the temptation^ and hastened to relate 
the anecdote to the duke on his arrival. 

Sir Amys, perfectly unconscious of this treachery, 
was at his post in the hall of the palace, when he 
found himself suddenly assaulted by his master 
with a drawn sword, and had scarcely time to 
make his retreat into another chamber, the door of 
which fortunately arrested the duke's weapon, and 
thus enabled him to hold a parley with his assail- 
ant, from^ whom he learnt, with some difficulty, 
the cause of this sudden storm of indignation. He 
had no resource but to deny the fact, which he did 
so stoutly; offering to prove his innocence by single 
combat, that the duke ordered the steward to take 
up the knight's gage, and appointed that day fort- 
night for the decision of the quarrel. Still, how- 
ever, it was necessary to find horroives (pledges) 
for the knight's appearance 5 and as the power and 
interest of his adversary intimidated all his friends 
at court, he was on the point of being ordered 
6 
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into confinement^ when the fearless Belisante ex- 
claimed^ 



•^' That would be much wrong ! 



ft 






\' Take my body for the knight^ 

Tyl the day be come of fight, 

'' And doth me in prison strong ! 
•' Gif that knight flee away, 
*' And dare not uphold his day, 
Batell of him to fong, 

Dampneth* me, with landes law, 
*' For his love to brenne and to drawe. 

And high on galowes to hong !" 
Then spoke her mother wordes bold. 
And said, gladly that she wold 

Be his borowe right also. 
That he, as a good knight, sholde 
That day of batayle upholde. 

To fight with his foe. 

Two such pledges being unexceptionable, he 
was left perfectly at large, it being only required 
that he should make his appearance on the day of 
combat. 

It was with no small surprise that the fair Bell- 
tante beheld the gloom which still continued to 

♦ condemn. " 
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overspread the brow of the intrepid but conscieii'* 
tious Sir Amys. She represented to him the 
numberless crimes of the steward^ recalled to his 
memory his own brillianf exploits^ and promised 
him a suit of armour, of such excellent proof 
that it might insure the success of a far meaner 
champion : but he answered, with an air of de- 
spondence, 

'* I have the wrong and he the right,, 
" Therefore I am afear*d to fight, 

" As Grod mote me speed 1 
" For I mote swear, withoaten feil, 
*' As God me speed, in my batayl, 

'^ That.it is false hede j 
'^ And if I swear, I am forsworn 5 
'^ Life and soul I am forlorn ! 

*' Certcs, I can no rede !'* 

To these scruples even the logic of the fair Be- 
lisante could not oppose any satisfactory answer ; 
but Sir Amys having at length observed that his 
brother in arms, if apprised of his situation, would^ 
doubtless, assist him and take the battle against 
the steward, the two ladies immediately conjured 
him (o lose no time, but to set off next morning 
in quest of Sir Amylion. 
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llie knight obeyed ; but, listening only to his 
impatience, hastened forward with such incon- 
siderate speed that his horse, after performing 
something more than half the journey, fell dead 
with fatigue and hunger. Sir Amys proceeded on 
foot, and reached at length a forest, distant only 
a few leagues from his friend's habitation. But 
here it became impossible to resist any longer the 
attacks of sleep : he threw himself on the grass, 
and quietly resigned hiinself to rest. Luckily Sir 
Amylion, who had retired to bed at an earlier 
hour, was much disturbed by a dream, which re- 
presented his firiend as surrounded by wild beasts 
and on the point of being devoured 3 and, finding 
that the vision persisted in persecuting him, sud- 
denly rose, ordered his horse, and without any 
attendants rode into the forest 

All nigtt he rode, till it was day. 
Till he came there Sir Amys lay 

Into the forest wide -, 
Then saw he a weary man forgone. 
Lying under a tree 3 anon 

To him he gan ride. 
When he came to him full right, 
"Arise, fellow 3 it is light 
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'' And time for to go !" 
Sir Amys lray*d up tvith his sight *, 
And soon he knew that gentle knight. 
And he did him also. 

The two friends now sat down together, and Sif 
Amys related from beginning to end the history 
of his amour, and the treachery of the steward, 
adding that he was very little solicitous about his; 
own life, but wished, if it were possible, to save 
those of Belisante and the duchess, though he 
foresaw that this could not be done without the 
assistance of his brother, since it could not be ex- 
pected that heaven should permit him to gain the 
victory, after perjuring himself in a solemn appeal 
to the justice of his Creator. Sir Amylion list- 
ened to the tale with much regret 5 lamented the 
impetuous aflfection of Belisante; exectated the 
perfidy of the steward ; and finally determined to 
take the battle on himself. '* You,** said he, 
*' must personate me during my absence, and say 
that you have sent off your horse to Sir Amys. 
We will exchange dresses, and I hope to be in 
time to save the life of your leman, and to pu- 
nish our common enemy. Our perfect resem- 
blance will insure the success of our project, and 
* started, and raised his eyes. 
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deceive all eyes, even those of my wife, whom I 
roust commit during a few days to your discre- 
tion.*' After these words they embraced and se« 
parated. 

The supposed Amylion proceeded on foot to the 
castle, and, having told a very plausible story re- 
specting the horse. 

Little and much, less and mare. 
And all that ever in court Were 

Weened it had been so. 
And when y-comen was the night. 
Sir Amys, and the lady bright. 

To bed gan they go : 
And when they weren in bed laid. 
Sir Amys his sword out-brayed. 

And held it between hem two. 

The lady, we may presume, was a good deal 
surprised, and perhaps startled at the introduction 

of this third inmate of her bed * : but her sup- / . 

9' 
* A similar incident occurs in Sir Tristram, whom 

king Mark discovers lying by Ysoude, with a drawn- 
sword between them ; upon which he remarks : 
" Gif they weren in sinne, 
" Nought so they no lay :" 

p. 152. stanza 23. — See also Mr. Scott's note on the pas- 
sage, p. 325. 
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iposed husband informed her that he found himself 
indisposed^ and, af^rehending that his fever might 
he infectious, had adopted this precaution for her 
security. This excuse satisfied her, and they 
continued to live on a footing of the greatest 
cordiality. 

In the mean time, though Sir Aipylien had 
used the utmost expedition> the day apponted for 
the battle arrived : the steward entered the lists, 
and, not meeting his expected adversary, loudly 
proclaimed that the traitor Sir Amys had lied 
into a distant country, and re()uired,that, accord- 
ing to the law held in such cases, his two pledges 
should be produced in his stead, and publicly 
burned. The duke, however reluctant, was 
compelled to issue this dreadful order> which, 
however, the officers who received it were in no 
haste to execute j so that while the fire was 
kindling, and the twa ladies, who now begaa to 
de^ir of their deliverance, were approaching 
the place of execution, the knight appeared ; and, 
riding up i^ the d»ke, whc«ft he tauntingly repri- 
manded for his " unkindness ** in wishing •"*" to 
make roast of ladies bright," procured theu: im- 
mediate liberty. He then retired with them t» 
be aimed. 
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And richely they gan him schrede *, 

With hfelm and plate and worthy weed | 
His 'tire it was full gay. . 

And when he was on his steed, 
'' Thm: God Ahnighty should him speed/* 
Many mdn bade that day. 

And as he rode out of the town, 

A voice there come fro heaven adowh^ 
That no man heard but he : 

And said, '' Knight ! Syr Amylion ! 

God, that sufifred passion^ 
Sent thee word by me ! 
" Gif thou this battle underfong. 

Thou shalt have aventures strongs 

'' Within these yeares three ; 
*' Ere then the three years ben agone^ 
'^ A fouler man was never none^ 

*^ Certes, than thou shalt be. 
*' But, for thou art hend and free, 
'^ Jesu thee sent word by me 

" To wame thee anon : 
'^ A more wretche than thou shalt be, 
" In care, in sorrow, and poverty, 

^' Was never man worse begone, 
'*^ In all thy londe good and hende 
•* They that are thy beste friende, 

* shroud, i. e. dre9«> 
2d2 
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" Shall be thy moste foen : 
^' And thy wife, and all thy kin, 
'^ Shall shun the stead tliat thou art in, 

*' And forsake thee everichon." 

The hende knight stood still as stone. 

And heard these wordes everichon. 
That were so hard and grylle ♦.• 

He wist not what was best to don ; 

To flie, or to battell gon 5 
In heart he liked ill ! 

He thought " If I be known by name, 
*' Then shall my brother go to shame j 

*' With spite they will him spill ! 
" Certes," he said, " for dread of care, 
^' To save my truth will I not spare ! 

" Let God do all his will !" 

Having formed this generous resolution, he 
spurred forward to the lists 3 and, having sworn, 
in apparent contradiction to the steward's allega- 
tion, " that he had never received any favours 
from Belisante,'* began the mortal combat 3 .in 
which, after receiving a dangerous wound in tjie 
shoulder, he at length pierced his adversary to the 
heart, and, having cut off his head, presented it 
to the duke as an undeniable proof of his dau^- 

• sHarp. 
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ter's innocence. The delighted father rewarded 
him on the spot^ by promising him, before all his 
barons, the possession of her hand^ and the sac- 
^ssion to the kingdom 5 and the supposed Sir 
Amys, now become the universal favourite, made 
a triumphant entry into the palace, where the 
best leeches that Italy could afford were sum- 
moned to dress his wounds. Their report was 
favourable^ and though his shoulder,, in spite of 
their skill, continued to give him pain, he was 
soon enabled to take his leave of the ladies, and to 
undertake his journey to rejoin Sir Amys, who 
had daily visited the appointed spot in the forest 
in hopes of meeting him. The joy of both was^ 
as may be supposed, excessive. Sir Amys, on 
his return, was publicly married to the fair Be- 
lisante > and the death of the duke and of the 
duchess, shortly after, put him in possession of his 
inheritance, and placed him amongst the most 
powerful princes of Italy. To complete his hap- 
piness, he became^ in the first two years of his 
marriage, the father of two beautiful children ; 
and his mistress, perfectly cured of that petulance 
and vivacity of character which had occasioned so 
much guilt and misery, became the gentlest and 
most affectionate of wives. 
We must now return to Sir Amylion, who> 
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having once more resumed his own cksFacter^ 
turned to his castle^ glowing with delight at havii^ 
established for ever the fortunes and happiness of 
^is friend 5 but occasionally reflecting with somci 
unea&iness on the mysterious threateninga of that 
^ngel. But every melancholy reflection was lost 
in the pleasure of revisiting his wite> whom ho 
loved with the most Ardent fondness. Atnightj^ 
of course^ the sword was forgotten^ and lihe lady 
was much pleased at the omission i bcbt she co«dc|i 
BOt forbear Irom inquiring why he had thought 
£t, during a whole fortnight^ to persevere in a 
ceremony which she was disposed to think very 
ioolish and unnecessary. Amylion^ to whotm thi& 
information was quite new^ and to whom it af- 
forded an unequivocal proof of his friend's deli^^ 
eate sense of honour^ had no answer ready;. 
d»d, witbout considiering the possible incoaveaiv 
ence of such a confession^ firankly told her the 
whole story. The lady received it with indignft* ' 
tion and disgust. She disd^ned to reproach him 
with having {'kced her^ without her knowledge 
or consent^ in a most awkward predijcament witk 
Sir Amys, but vented her fury oa the rest of his 
conduct ; loudly declaring that his friend had de- 
served to die ; that liis piofiigate mi&tress merited 
the severest punishment} and thai the steward^ 
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whom he had cruelly slain, was the only person 
for whom she felt esteem or regret. In vain did 
Sir Amylion attempt to pacify her, or to excul- 
pate himself. Every hour added to her rage, 
which settled into the most mortal aversion ; and 
this, it may be supposed, was not diminished by 
the effect of a hideous leprosy, which, as the 
angel had foretold, rendered him an object of 
loathmg to all hh acquaintance. Even his menials 
were unwilling to serve him, and were encouraged 
in their disobedience by their mistress. 

And on a day she gan him call. 

And said, *^ ft is so befall> 

** For sothe I tell it thee, 
" It is great spite to us all, 
" That thou hast been so long in hall : 

'' My kin is wrath with me!'* 

* The knight wept, and said her till, 

** Dame, do me there is thy will^ 

** That no man mo me see ! 
** Of no more good I thee pray, 
'* But o meal's meat a day 

'' For Sainte Charit6." 

Sir Amylion was now banished from his castle 

to a •xdaU hovel, which his wife caused to be built 

8 
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9t about half a mile from the gate^ and to which 
be was attended only by a page of twelve yeart 
old^ called Child Oneys, the son of a distant rela- 
tion, who devoted himself to the service of 3 
master abandoned by all the world, and inviolably 
preserved for a wretched outcast, the love and 
veneration which he had sworn to Sir Amylidn 
when regarded as the, pride and pattern of chi- 
valry. For a time the miserable couple were sup- 
plied with a daily meal, which Child Oneys 
fetched froni the castle ; but at length the lady 
became tired of this liberality, and refused to con- 
tribute any longer to the support of a husband 
y^hom heaven, as she said, had marked with its 
most signal vengeance, and towards whom even 
charity was criminal. It now became necessary 
to procure their food from a distant town 5 and the 
feeble knight, unable to struggle with this fatigue, 
proposed to quit the country altogether, if his 
wife would enable him to dp so by sending him 
an ass on which he could ride. She sent him 
two ', and with these they departed, and, wander- 
ing from town to town, obtained a scanty subr 
sistence by beggings till a grievous famine de- 
prived them even of this poor supply. Sir Amy- 
lion still possessed his golden cup ; but from this 
be had sworn that death alon^ should separate 
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bimj he therefore sold the two asses; and con- 
tinued his pilgrimage. Child Oneys carrying him 
with infinite labour on his back, till they could 
procure a small cart for his conveyance. 

Then crouded* the child Sir Amylioun, 
Jn all the country, up and down. 

As ye may understonde. 
Till he com to a cheping f town. 
There Sir Amys, the bold baroun. 

Was duke and lord in londe. 

The three years of punishment predicted by 
jthe angel were elapsed 5 and the wretched knight, 
an object of horror to his whole species, and only 
(enabled by the utmost efforts of his almost naked 
attendant to protract his existence in pain and 
sickness, and under every species of privation, 
appeared to have ex::austed to the last drop the 
cup of human calamity. While he sought, as a 
pauper, the gate of his noble friend, which was 
already crowded with mendicants, he strictly en- 
joined Oneys to conceal his name and rank ; and 
the youth, in obedience to his orders, having 
wheeled him to the edge of the moat which sur- 
rounded the castle, stood over him, cold, hun- 

f arted. f market. 
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giy and naked^ expecting with patience a shane of 
the dake*s charitable donation. 

Here they heard the sound of the tnunpets 
which summoned the guests to table^ and the 
shouts of laughter which filled the hall ; and felt 
more keenly than ever the excess of their misery. 
At length a knight, accompanied by a setjeant, 
issued from the gate^ and accidentally cast his 
eyes on the two wanderers. Never had he wit- 
nessed such a disgusting object as the leper, whose 
body seemed to be covered with one fetid sore j 
never had he beheld such manly beauty as in the 
youthful Oneys. He approached himj courte- 
ously inquired into his occupation; heard with 
infinite surprise that he was servant to the lazar 
in the cart j proposed to him to quit this degrad- 
ing employment for the office of page in the 
duke*8 court -, and was still more astonished at re- 
ceiving a civil but firm refusal of thb inviting 
offer. Virtue so disinterested was naturally con- 
strued by the courtier into madness. He return^ 
into the hall, and, laughing heartily at the jest, 
related the anecdote to Sir Amys, who, looking 
on him with a smile of contempt, replied, that 
such a youth deserved, and should presently re- 
ceive, an adequate reward : in the mean time he 
called a squire, and, filling his golden cup with 
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wine^ directed that he should cany that to the 
lazar at the gate^ and to his naked attendant 

The squire, having executed the order, was 
amazed at seeing the leper draw from uiKier his 
sorry bed a second cup, exactly resembling that 
which he had brought. He surveyed them with 
the most minate attention -, and, being unable to 
discover the slightest difference, hastened with this 
inftelligence to the duke. Sir Arays now started 
from his seat, and, exclaiming that the pretended 
leper must have robbed his brother Amylion,' 
vowed to sacrifice the wretch to his just resent- 
ment ; and, rushing out of the hall, instantly seized 
the supposed culprit, drenched him in the moat, 
rolled him on the ground, trampled him under 
foot, and had raised his sword to put an end to his 
life, when Child Oneys, starting from the crowd 
of trembling spectators, suddenly caught the as- 
sailant in his arms; held him with a vigour 
which he was unable to resist ; and, reproaching 
him with his cruelty towards the preserver of his 
life and honour, exclaimed, 

•' He is thy brother. Sir Amylion, 
'* Tliat whilom was a noble baron, 

" Both to ride and go : 
'' And now with sorrow is driven adown ! 
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*' Now God, that suffered passion, 

^' Bring him out of his wo ! 
'* For thee, of bliss he is bare, 
'' And thou yieldest * him all with care, 

*' And breakest his bones a-two ! 
*' That he halp thee at thy need 
'* Well enow acquittest thou his meed ! 

** Alas ! why ^rest thou so ?" 

Sir Amys heard these words with the deepest 
contrition. He beheld, on the shoulder of the 
leper, the deep scar remaining from the wound 
inflicted by the steward ^ and, instantly recognising 
bis brother, tenderly embraced him, and be- 
sought him to forgive his apparent ingratitude. 
He then re-entered the hall, bearing in his arms 
the wretch whom he had so lately vowed to de- 
stroy ; and Belisante, when apprised of the story, 
stifling at once all emotions of horror and disgust, 
flew to meet and kiss her benefactor. From this, 
moment every attention which aflection could 
devise was employed to soften the horrors of his 
fate ; and Sir Amylion, long accustomed to phy- 
sical suflbring, endured without a murmur the 
chastizement inflicted by Providence. 

One night, as he lay in his bed, the angel ap« 

• requitest. 
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peared to him in a viiion^ and declared to him that 
*' if Sir Amys^ on the festival of the Nativity, 
which was fast approaching, would cut the throats 
of his two children, and anoint the leprous sores 
with their blood, the disease, which was in- 
curable by all other means, would instantly dis- 
appear/' and at the same time the same intelli- 
gence was conveyed by the angelic messenger to 
Sir Amys. A few hours after this, the friends 
being met as usual. Sir Amylion could not re- 
frain from mentioning to his brother his extraor- 
dinary dream, to which, however, as he had re- 
ceived his former warning when perfectly awake, 
he attached little importance. Sir Amys kept 
silence ; but, comparing his friend's dream with his 
own, was convinced that they were a warning 
from heaven. The feelings of a father pleaded 
powerfully against the sacrifice ; but religion, and 
an enthusiastic sense of gratitude to his brother, 
prevailed. It was the eve of the Nativity, when he 
had been accustomed to spend the night in prayer ; 
but he now directed Belisante to proceed with all 
the family to church, declaring that he would 
stay at home alone for the purpose of attending 
on Sir Amylion. The duchess obeyed, aiid he 
was left without witnesses. 






4\4 AMTS AMB AUYLXOffs 

Alone himself, witfaouten mo. 

To kis own chamber he gan go. 
There his children were ; 

And he beheld hem bothe two, 

How fur they lajm together tho# 
And playden both in fem. 

Then said he, ** By saint John, 

It is great rewth yoa to slon. 
That God hath bought so dear !" 

His knife he had drawen that tide ; 

For sorrow he stood hem beside. 
And wept with rewly cheer. 

When he had wept there he stood. 

Anon he turned again his mood, 
Withouten more delay. 
♦* My brother, that was true and good, 
** For me he shed his owne blood, 

*' To save my life one day. 
'* Why should I, then, my children spare, 
'* To bring my brother out of care ? 

'* Certes, (he said) nay ! 
'* My brother to helpen at this need 
•* Jesu give me well to speed ! 

'* And Mary that best may !" 

No longer he ne stente ne stood ; 

He drew bis knife with dreary naood. 
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His children he hent * tho ; 
And^ for he would not spill her bloody 
On a basyn fair and good 

The throats he carfe a-two. 

He then carefully replaced the children in bed, 
threw the clothes over them, locked the door, 
and concealed the key. 

To his brother he wente than. 

And said to the careful man. 
Such time as God was bom, 
'* I have thee brought my children's blood; 
'* I hc^ it shall do thee good, 

'* As the angel said befbm." 
*' Brother !" Sir Amy lion gan say, 
*' Hast thou slain thy children tway ? 

" Alas ! why didst thou to ?" 

He wept, and said, " Well away ! 
*^ I had liever, till doomesday, 

** Have lain in sorrow and wo !" 
*' Brother," said Sir Amys, '^ be still ! 
'' God may, when it is his will, 

'* Send me children mo : 
•* For me, of bliss thou art bare ! 
'* Y-wiss, my life I would not spare 

" To bring thee now therfro/* 

* seixed. 
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With these words, he anointed Sir Amylion 
with the blood, placed him in his bed, directed 
him to go to sleep in the full confidence of ex- 
periencing the mercy of heaven, and. repaired to 
chapel} where, confessing his crime before the al- 
tar, he hnrably implored his Redeemer and the 
blessed Virgin to intercede for a murderer, whose 
guilt had been produced by motives of the sin^ 
cerest piety. 

Belisante had no sooner finished her devotions 
than she hastened to behold and embrace her chil- 
dren ; but her attendants, having vainly sought 
for the key, returned with an air of alarm, and 
reyiorted that it was no where to be found. Sir 
Amys sternly ordered them to depart, and, being 
left alone with his wife, communicated to her^ 
with much agitation, the dreadful scene which 
had taken place during her absence. The wretched 
mother famted in his arms, and appeared for some 
time as lifeless as her children; but, on her re- 
covery, reading in her husband's countenance the 
agony of his heart, she suddenly resumed her 
courage, and exerted herself to sooth and console 
him, adding to the argument, which he had al'^ 
ready used to Sir Amylion, 

" And gif it were at my heart' root, 
" For to bring thy brother boot. 
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" My^ife should I not spare ! ^ 

'' There shall no man our children seiie ; 
'^ For to-morrow they shall buried ben. 
As they fairly dead were.'* 



(( 



She then hurried hitn to the chamber of the 
leper, Vhom they found miraculously restored to 
his former health ; and having humbly adored the 
inscrutable wisdom of Providence, they thought 
their minds sufficiently tranquil to contemplate 
with pious resignation the frightful sacrifice by 
which they had purcliased their friend's recovery. 
They entered the fatal room i involuntarily shud- 
dered as they approached the bed; and beheld 
the children just awakened from a refreshing 
sleep, and sporting together, utterly unconscious 
of the pangs which they had cost their anxious 
parents, and unable to account for the flood of 
silent tears which fell upon them from the eyed 
of Sir Amys, while he strained them alternately 
to his heart, and transferred them to the embraces 
of the weeping Belisante. 

The author, true to the principles of romance, 
has thought fit to hurry us from this striking pic- 
ture to a series of events which are not at all 
interesting, but which he thought necessary for 

VOL. III. 2 E 
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the purpose of duly rewarding the virtue of Child 
Oneys. The reader will remember that the wife 
of Amylion had increased^ by all the means in 
her power^ the sufferings of her husband } that 
she had insensibly possessed herself of sdl his in- 
herit«nce> and that Sir Amys^ as her suzerain^ 
could not justly suffer her to retain a great feudal 
lordship aud a castellated miansion. On the other 
hand. Sir Amylion> now in full health, had little 
to do ) and Child Oneys was of an age to enter 
on the career of chivalry. Sir Amys therefore 
collected a body of his vassals, and began hit 
march, accompanied by Sir Amylion and Oneys, 
to recover the fief. The exploit was not diffi- 
cult. The lady had thought fit to select a new 
husband, and was actually celebrating the bridal 
feast when the troops entered the hall. The 
guests, who were numerous but unarmed, di- 
spersed in all directions, and escaped as well as 
they could i the lady was seized, and kept in 
durance for the rest of her life ; Sir Amylion 
formally re-entered into possession of his estates, 
and, having sunuuoned all his vassals, caused them 
to take the oath of allegiance to Child Oneys. 
He then returned with Sir Amys, whom he ne- 
ver more quitted; and the two brothers, after 
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many years of happiness^ passed the decline of 
life in founding and endowing an abbey^ and in 
other acts of charity and devotion. 

Bothe on o day they beth dead. 
And in o grave they weren laid. 

These hende knightes both two : 
And, for her truth, and her goodhede, 
' The bliss of heaven they had to niede. 
That lasteth ever mo. 



THB END* 
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